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From the desk of the Chairperson

Dear Representatives of Member Organisations and Friends of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family.

May I take the opportunity of a new issue of Families International to draw your attention to the various activities the Committee has done to facilitate networking between its members and other CSOs:

The Committee has recently set up a network which is open to all CSOs worldwide. Membership is free of any expenses whatsoever – provided your organisation is connected to the Internet.

You may link to this network at www.civilsocietynetworks.org. It may also be reached via the homepage of our Committee at www.viennafamilycommittee.org. 

After linking to the starting page you will be able to obtain a password and consequently to enter the details of your organisation. Every organisation is responsible for the information it wishes to be published within the network. Any necessary updates are also fast and conveniently done by every organisation on its own.

Via this network it is possible to connect with other CSOs working in the same field of interest. A detailed master-search function makes it possible to find those CSOs whose interest match your fields of activity.

There are various function to communicate with other members of the network, to share information on future plans or past activities and so on.

[image: image6.wmf] 

Membership to this network is – to repeat it – completely free of charge. The running costs of this network are covered by the Committee.

The setting up of this network was also financed by grants from the Austrian Government. The functions and structure of this network were designed by our Deputy Chairperson Peter Crowley, in cooperation with the Internet company ‘Reinker Consult’.

We think that joining such a network is a proper way to profit from past experiences of other CSOs, to bundle capacities to reach common goals and so to increase the effectiveness of the work of your organisation.

Please keep in mind that by publishing information about your organisation within the network you are in fact establishing a presence in the internet. Please make sure that only authorized perons are informed about your User-ID and your password.

We hope that this network will further increase in size and fulfil its function of  facilitating the networking activities of Family related CSOs all over the world.

Kind regards

Michael Schwarz

Chairperson
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Demographic Challenges for Families

The new role of fathers in family policy*

Peter Crowley

(Deputy Chairperson of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family)

Vienna Hofburg  February 02 – 04 2006

Distinguished Delegates,

The dramatist Samuel Beckett paints the scene of a mother giving birth astride a grave. This drastic image emphasises that life is a continuum between birth and death. Death may end a life but not a relationship, not that of a father to an adult or young offspring, no matter whether he was an ‘absent’ or ‘phantom father’ or integrated into the dynamics of their family life. This relationship underlines the role fathers can play in families, the social capital of society. It is speculated that there would be no society without families, but equally that there would be no families without society. 

The rapidly changing demographic landscape is leading to a reassessment of the roles and functions of families in society. The United Nations estimates that next year in 2007 that more than fifty percent of the world population will be living, for the first time, in an urban setting, and that by the year 2030, in just one generation’s time, that that figure will have risen to sixty one percent. In urban societies families tend generally to have fewer children (Sachs, J. 2005). The United Nations also projects that within less than two generations time, in the period 2005-2050, that only eight countries will account for half the world’s projected population increase. Between 2000-2005, fertility, at the world level, stood at 2.65 children per woman, about half the level it had just fifty years ago, of 5 children per woman. So the rapid demographic change is not just a European  phenomenon. 

Challenging changes in society are often interwoven with paradigmatic changes in families. For many years family issues had been regarded, by many actors in the social field, as problem-based areas, which needed attention and support, like perhaps another charity. Unwittingly some family policy measures in the past, which were sometimes implicit rather than explicit, and more a conglomeration of anti-poverty steps, could have exacerbated this perception. 

Johan Schölvinck, Director of the Division for Social Policy and Development of the Department of  Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat in New York, stated in his address to a conference organised by the Irish Presidency of the European Union to observe the International Day of Families and the 10th anniversary of the United Nations International Year of the Family in May 2004 in Dublin: “The formulation of family policies must take place within the framework of overall socio-economic development strategies but, more than this, those development strategies must also take into consideration the very vital role played by families.”

There is a wide perception that families contribute up to eighty percent of the economic costs of the rearing and socialisation of their children and ultimately to the replenishment of society. Even the other twenty percent, that it is estimated, that the state contributes, through, e.g. educational and health institutions, are also funded with the tax paying contributions of those families. Families are also agents of  the transfer of financial wealth from one generation to the next  through inheritance, which not infrequently continues to flow through investment into family owned private enterprises and beyond. Indeed it could be postulated that in some societies the ‘welfare family is the welfare state’(Flaquer, L. 2000.)

As Anna Home (2004) notes “The recent move from the language of charity to the language of justice in international politics raises a stronger ethical duty on the part of governments to deliver social justice to their citizens. The language of charity appeals to the individuals’ sense of moral duty, whereas the language of justice draws on a collective ethics that forms the essence of our societies.” 

Just as governments and international organisations are discovering the importance of families as agents of sustainable social development, and not just as another charity, needing support, so it can be observed, that family and social policy is beginning to recognise the importance of the role of fathers, both for the offspring, as well as for the emotional and physical health of the parents, whether separated or not. This can ultimately lead to a positive social development in society, within the context of a broad concept of human security ( Sen, A. 1999) (UNDP 1994), which is at least equally as important as military security for society, in order to attain sustainable development.

However it is also necessary to maintain a balance between a romantic notion of family and some of the realities of  families as we find them in societies. We sometimes tend to forget that, corporal, sexual and substance abuse, or more appropriately termed ‘familial abuse’, not seldom takes place within, or is supported by, a family setting. We also tend to forget the aggressive criminal potential in some families. There are estimates that a sizeable proportion of murders committed world-wide are solved within an extended family context.    

The publication in 2000 of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) was entitled “Lives Together, Worlds Apart” addressing the state of the world population. The report opens with the following statement: “Gender inequality holds back the growth of individuals, the development of countries and the evolution of societies, to the disadvantage of both men and women.” The role fathers play in families is a changing one, dependant also in part on the fluctuating gender role in society. Gender equality is no longer primarily being seen as female equality, but as the right of both male and female, amongst other rights, to strive for the compatibility of family and business or professional life. 

In pluralistic states religious or doctrinaire perspectives can stimulate the necessary debate, but in the long run, cannot be the determining factors of family policy. The state can however endeavour to research, highlight and support the role the male plays in the family, which is the primary socialisation institution of society, and the main source of social competencies, such as creativity, flexibility, innovation, a thirst for knowledge, self-discipline, team-spirit, identification and bonding with a community, caring and other social skills. Fathers can also make a significant contribution in the transfer of such social competencies and skills, which can further play a major role in civil society endeavours later in life. The business world is gradually recognising family life as a training source for such social skills, which can be of great benefit to private enterprises. Some are already, in their own interest, endeavouring to accommodate the individual needs of employees’ family commitments. 

Modern Society has moved from being a primarily agrarian society through an industrial society, where muscle and physical strength were optimal qualities, to being a chemical, electronic and service society, where education, health, information and knowledge are the dominant factors. Today’s economy is not based on strength but on education, which could greatly level the playing field for female and male alike. Gender equality is not however just about the elimination of discrimination against women but is also about the elimination of discrimination against men, who wish to accept the full scope and range of their role as fathers. So a striving and successful society needs not only equality for women in business and professional life, but for men within families, to take their rightful place in the development and education of their children. This would also facilitate underlining the different roles females and males play within families and perhaps lead to a reassessment, on the micro-level, of the traditional roles males and females themselves wish to assume and identify with, without expecting change to come solely from a macro-level in society.

The business community especially is challenged to facilitate the realisation of this right and become an important accessory in achieving the elimination of discrimination against fathers. A holistic family policy can however, in a spirit of consensus and co-operation, significantly encourage and accommodate the endeavours of the private sector toward this end. 

It remains to be seen whether our discussions during this conference will lead to a conclusion, that families have a greater need for intra-familial partnerships or for external partnerships, to accomplish goals which they have set for themselves, as well as those, implicitly, if not explicitly, expected of them by society.

Perhaps it will be just as important for families to share a partnership with ‘families of nations’ from similar cultural traditions, which can reach out and co-operate with other societies from different traditions to encourage society in general to achieve equality for fathers in families, including the acceptance of such a role within the business world.  

Given the diversity of institutional and cultural trends in the member states of the European Union, it is probably not desirous, or feasible, within the principle of subsidiarity, to strive for a European-wide family policy. However, since the legal framework of the European Union applies to those who are active in the labour market, it may be necessary to readdress the issue of unintended indirect discrimination against individual family members, female or male, who as mother or father, opt out temporarily from the labour market in making their contribution to the replenishment of societies, if the notion of  a European citizenship, and not just of an ‘economic citizenship’(Preuß, U., Everson, M., 1996), is to be further pursued. 

To conclude on an optimistic note I would like very briefly to make reference to  three EU documents which I believe are evidence of a ground-swell rising, for at least the last ten years, within the European Union:

Council Directive 96/34/EC from June 1996, on the Framework Agreement on Parental Leave and dealing with: ‘Measures to reconcile work and family life’(Weiss, D., 2000).

The Barcelona Council in 2002 which called for Member States to develop child care structures to help achieve a better work/life balance and finally 

The Commission Green Paper published in 2005, entitled ‘Confronting demographic change: a new solidarity between the generations’; “If Europe is to reverse the demographic decline, families must be further encouraged by public policies that allow women and men to reconcile family life and work.” 

These, distinguished delegates, are evidence that our deliberations here will resonate with convictions already in place within the European Union, and which allows for an optimistic prediction with regard to achieving the necessary paradigmatic changes.

Sources: Beckett, S. 1954.  Waiting for Godot, New York.

Crowley, P. (Ed.). 2004. Documenting Contributions of Civil Society Organisations to the Well-Being of Families, Vienna.

Flaquer, L. 2000. Is there a Southern European model of  family policy?, in: A. Pfenning, T. Bahle,  (Ed.) 2000. Families and Family Policies in Europe – Comparative Perspectives, Frankfurt am Main.

Home, A. 2004. Comparative Perspective of Contributions of Civil Society Organisations in Central and Eastern European (CEEC) and Eastern African Countries (EAC) to the Well-Being of Families since 1994, in: P. Crowley (Ed.) 2004. Documenting Contributions of Civil Society Organisations to the Well-Being of Families, Vienna.

Pfenning, A., Bahle, T. (Ed.). 2000. Families and Family Policies in Europe – Comparative Perspectives, Frankfurt am Main.

Preuß, U., Everson, M. 1996. Konzeptionen von Bürgerschaft in Europa, in Prokla 105, Zeitschrift für kritische Sozialwissenschaft 4, Münster/Westf.

Sachs, J.  2005. The End of Poverty, London.

Sen, A.  1999. Development as Freedom, New York.

United Nations. 1994. United Nations Development Programme. Human Development Report. Chapter 2: “New Dimensions of Human Security.” New York.

United Nations.  2000. “Lives Together, Worlds Apart” UNFPA, New York.  

United Nations. 2003. World Urbanisation Prospects. The 2003 Revision. Department of Economic and Social Affairs. New York.

Weiss, D.  2000. The European Union and the family: Law and policy, in: 

A. Pfenning, T. Bahle,  (Ed.) 2000. Families and Family Policies in Europe – Comparative Perspectives, Frankfurt am Main.

* Published with the kind permission of the Austrian Federal Ministry for Social Security, Generations and Consumer Protection, which organised the conference within the European Union Presidency of the Austrian Federal Government, January – June 2006

peter.crowley@t-online.de
News from the United Nations
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U N I T E D   N A T I O N S
N A T I O N S   U N I E S

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

--

MESSAGE ON THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES

15 May 2006

The theme for this year’s International Day of Families, “Changing Families: Challenges and Opportunities”, highlights the profound transformations which this basic unit of society has been undergoing in recent years. The average family size has decreased all over the world; young people are getting married at a later age; the average age of mothers at first birth has increased; infant mortality rates have declined; and couples are having fewer children. The traditional, extended family is being replaced by the nuclear family, even as grandparents are living longer and several family generations are living side by side.  Alternative forms of union have grown more common, such as unmarried cohabitation, or marriages of migrant workers not living in the same city or country as their spouses.  Divorce has increased, accompanied by remarriage, with more and more children living in a family with a step-parent.  Significant numbers of both single-parent families and single-person households have emerged, including a rising number of older persons living alone.  And the HIV/AIDS pandemic is wreaking havoc on families, often depriving children of their parents, leaving grandparents to care for children.  

Many of these transformations call into question the structure of society as we know it. They require us to work together to adapt, to shape public policy in a way that addresses the needs of families, to ensure that basic services such as education and health are provided to all citizens -- especially children -- irrespective of their family situation.  

Some of the changes in family structure have also brought new opportunities, such as new and wider options for girls and women. They have provided impetus for Governments to develop new policies in collaboration with civil society. And as countries work to integrate a family perspective into national policy-making, the United Nations system is striving to reflect this perspective in the global intergovernmental process.  

During this time of ongoing change, we need to build an environment that sustains and supports families, while reinforcing the opportunities for fulfilment that a positive family life provides. On this International Day, let us rededicate ourselves to that mission.

United Nations A/RES/60/133

General Assembly

Distr.: General

31 January 2006

Sixtieth session

Agenda item 62

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly

[on the report of the Third Committee (A/60/501)]

60/133. Follow-up to the tenth anniversary of the International

Year of the Family and beyond

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 44/82 of 8 December 1989, 50/142 of 21 December 1995, 52/81 of 12 December 1997, 54/124 of 17 December 1999, 56/113 of 19 December 2001, 57/164 of 18 December 2002, 58/15 of 3 December 2003, 59/111 of 6 December 2004 and 59/147 of 20 December 2004 concerning the proclamation of the International Year of the Family and the preparations for, observance of and follow-up to the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family, Noting that in paragraph 5 of its resolution 59/111 and paragraph 2 of its resolution 59/147, respectively, the General Assembly underlined the need to realize the objectives of the International Year of the Family and to develop concrete measures and approaches to address national priorities in dealing with family issues,

Noting also that the family-related provisions of the outcomes of the major

United Nations conferences and summits of the 1990s and their follow-up processes continue to provide policy guidance on ways to strengthen family-centred components of policies and programmes as part of an integrated comprehensive approach to development,

Cognizant that the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family in

2004 provided an impetus for integrating family concerns into the national development planning process,

Aware that the basic objective of the follow-up to the tenth anniversary of the

International Year of the Family is to support families in performing their societal and developmental functions and to build upon their strengths, in particular at the national and local levels,

Recognizing the need to assist families in their supporting, educating and nurturing roles in contributing to social integration,

Convinced of the necessity of ensuring an action-oriented follow-up to the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family beyond 2004,

Recognizing the important catalytic and supportive role of United Nations bodies, the specialized agencies and the regional commissions in promoting international cooperation by ensuring an action-oriented follow-up in the field of the family,

Cognizant of the need for continued inter-agency cooperation on the family in order to generate greater awareness of family issues among the governing bodies of the United Nations system,

Recognizing that civil society, including research and academic institutions, has a pivotal role in advocacy, promotion, research and policymaking in respect of family policy development,

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General 

1. Encourages Governments to continue to make every possible effort to realize the objectives of the International Year of the Family and to integrate a family perspective into policymaking;

2. Invites Governments to maintain the national coordination mechanisms established or revitalized during the observance of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family to coordinate policies, programmes and strategies

in order to bring about positive transformations by integrating family issues into national development planning;

3. Recommends that Governments, in cooperation with concerned academic and research centres as well as relevant non-governmental organizations, encourage action-oriented research that addresses public policies with a family perspective and contributes to the development of strategies, policies and programmes aimed at strengthening the economic and sustainable livelihood of families, and encourages the United Nations programme on the family to support and conduct action-oriented research, including through the issuance of research and publications on relevant topics, with the aim of supplementing the research activities of Governments;

4. Encourages Governments to support the United Nations Trust Fund on Family Activities to enable the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat to provide expanded assistance to countries, upon their request;

5. Urges States, the specialized agencies and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to address family-related concerns within the framework of the commitments undertaken at relevant major United Nations conferences and in their follow-up processes;

6. Urges Member States to create a conducive environment to strengthen and support all families, recognizing that equality between women and men and respect for all the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all family members

are essential to family well-being and to society at large, noting the importance of the reconciliation of work and family life, and recognizing the principle that both parents have common responsibilities for the upbringing and development of the child;

7. Encourages continued and increased inter-agency cooperation within the United Nations system on family-related issues, and encourages the programmes, funds and specialized agencies of the United Nations system to identify focal pointson family matters within their offices to support the integration of family issues in their work;

8. Calls upon the Secretariat to continue its important role on family issues within the United Nations system, and in this regard encourages the Department of Economic and Social Affairs to continue cooperation with Governments, the United Nations system and civil society in strengthening national capacities through the implementation of the mandated objectives of the International Year of the Family;

9. Invites Member States to undertake a review of the role and functions of existing national machineries for the family in order to better integrate family issues into national development programmes;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report on the implementation of the present resolution to the General Assembly at its sixty-second session;

11. Decides to consider the topic “Follow-up to the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family” at its sixty-second session under the item entitled

“Social development, including questions relating to the world social situation and to youth, ageing, disabled persons and the family”.

64th plenary meeting

16 December 2005

Vienna NGO Committee on the Family

www.viennafamilycommittee.org
www.10yearsIYF.org

www.civilsocietynetworks.org
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ANNUAL REPORT  2005

Projects of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family have been supported since its inception in 1985 by:

· Austrian Federal Government 

· Bank Austria Creditanstalt

· Berndorf Gruppe

· Country Womens Association in Lower Austria

· E.F.T. Transportagentur GmbH

· European Commission

· Government of Germany

· Government of Liechtenstein

· Government of Luxembourg

· Government of Spain, Catalonia and the Balearic Islands

· INGOs

· Lower Austrian State Government

· Niederösterreichische Versicherungs AG

· OMV

· Rotary International

· Schoeller-Bleckmann Oilfield Equipment AG

· Shell Austria AG

· Siemens
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Vienna NGO Committee on the Family

PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES

In two Full Committee Meetings representatives of the 43 International Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs), who are members of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family, and 22 associate member organisations, discussed various institution-building projects and activities and approved the proposed Plan of Action for 2005. The Board of the Committee worked out a schedule for its implementation, which was realised in co-operation with the support of the member organisations of the Committee and their representatives. The world wide network of non-governmental organisations, research and university institutes, government agencies and individuals continues to be, not only a beneficiary of interactive  exchange, but is in many cases, directly involved in the work of the Committee. 

The following projects were realised in 2005
1. Families International

Four issues, Nos. 54 – 57 of the Quarterly Bulletin of the Committee were published. Special features included proceedings from an International Forum on Displacement Prevention, an International Forum on the consequences the HIV/AIDS pandemic has on the situation of families and a special report on the 20 year history of the Committee, authored by the Deputy Chairperson Peter Crowley.

2. International Seminar to observe the 20th Anniversary of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family

To observe the 20th anniversary of the founding of The Vienna NGO Committee on the Family in  1985, an International Seminar was held on December 12th to December 13th. It was a privilege to have statements from former chairpersons of the Committee. Ingrid Gelinek could not attend personally but sent cordial message. Dennis Callaghy recalled the early days of the Committee and Peter Crowley reported especially on recent developments, when the Committee under his chairpersonship embraced the internet and established a necessary electronic presence in our digitalized age. For those members of the Committee not involved in those early days, these statements gave a first hand report on the history of the committee.

In recognition of the work of the committee over the past 20 years the director of the Focal Point on the Family of the UN in New York, Eric Olsen, also participated in the Seminar with an in-depth presentation.

The Seminar entitled “Families – Agents of Social Change” included presentations from; Prof. Clemens Sedmak, Kings College London on ‘Family, Society and Poverty’; Enrique Rojas, Universidad  Complutense de Madrid on ‘Personal Maturity and Family’; Gudrun Kugler-Lang on her practical experience as a lobbyist at the European Union in Brussels; Maria Glasova, University of Bratislava, on ‘Families, Provider of Health’;  Thomas Kloiber on his experience as a family-interest lobbyist in Europe and Kurt Nekula, Österreichische Kinderdörfer,  on the work his organisation carries out  with children. The participants of the seminar, which was made possible by a grant from the Austrian Federal Ministry for Social Security Generations and Consumer Protection, had the opportunity to further their personal contacts at a reception in the city of Vienna. The proceedings of the seminar will be published in our quarterly bulletin Families International in 2006.

3.   International Forum Displacement Prevention May 2nd, 2005

An International Forum on Displacement Prevention was organised by the Committee with a presentation by Doraja Eberle, Member of the State Government of Salzburg, on her project, ‘Farmers Helping Farmers’, a genuine grass-roots project after the recent conflicts in the Balkans.The Proceedings of the Forum were published in the Quarterly Bulletin ‘Families International’, No. 55 in July 2005.

 4.   Co-operation with the United Nations Organisation

(a) An international NGO Statement which was prepared by the members of the Committee and signed by international member organisations was submitted to the 43rd  Session of the Commission for Social Development (CSD) in New York in February 2005 and became an official document of the CSD. 

(b) Eric Olsen, Focal Point on the Family, United Nations, New York, took part in the International Seminar in December 2005 in Vienna. His welcome address is to be published in ‘Families International’ in 2006.

5. Web Sites  of the Committee:    
www.viennafamilycommittee.org
The web site and home page of the Committee, which the Board of the Committee commissioned, went online in 2001,was constantly updated, clicked into by 10.600 visitors in 2005, an average of over 200 visitors per week, and became the main vehicle to publish our quarterly bulletin ‘Families International’. Recent and former issues may be downloaded from our web site at any time, without cost to the reader or to the Committee.


www.10yearsIYF.org
This Interactive-Internet-Forum, set up by the Committee went online in January 2004, with the financial support of Siemens and 24 International NGOs in consultative status with ECOSOC and has since been joined by 7 further international NGOs and been visited, on average, on over 80 occasions per week during the course of 2005.


www.civilsocietynetworks.org
The Committee commissioned for this web site the installation of interactive facilitating soft ware, including search engines, internal e-mail, conference facilities and discussion boards, as well as links to relevant international organisations, also offering each organisation the opportunity to present itself to a world-wide readership through the presentation of its own individual profile. This project was also realised in 2005.  

Membership in both interactive Forums set up by the Committee, to offer a free interactive service to participating civil society organisations, is open to all interested family-oriented organisations, world-wide, which receive, from the Committee, a User-Identity and Password. No special digital skills, either to enter or update data by the membership organisation themselves, are needed.

6. Members of the Board

The board met several times in 2005. In its first meeting 4 further members were coopted to the board. The current board members are: Michael Schwarz, International Federation for Family Development (Chairperson), Peter Crowley, International Council on Alcohol and Addictions (Deputy Chairperson), Maria Helena Paes, PROSALIS (Secretary), Monika Hummel, International Kolping Society (Deputy Secretary), Ceja Gregor-Hu, International Inner Wheel (Treasurer), Günter Danhel, Institute for Marriage and the Family, Lily Gauci, International Confederation of Christian Family Movements, Tony Gauci, International Confederation of Christian Family Movements, Jana Jamborová, National Centre for the Family, Czech Republic, Thomas Kloiber, Federation of Catholic Family Associations in Europe, Eva Matt, Consumers International, Rosina Santa-Olalla, PRODEFA.

Vienna NGO Committee on the Family

January  2006

PLAN OF ACTION 2006

I. SERVICE TO THE INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR INFORMATION EXCHANGE

(1) FAMILIES INTERNATIONAL ( QUARTERLY BULLETIN OF THE VIENNA NGO COMMITTEE ON THE FAMILY): EXPANDING THE INFORMATION EXCHANGE VALUE OF THE PUBLICATION IN OUR WORLD-WIDE NETWORK OF  PARTICIPANTS THROUGH:

i. SPECIAL FEATURES ON FAMILY ISSUES &  POLICIES

ii. PUBLICATION OF PRESENTATIOS AT 11TH INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR: FAMILIES – AGENTS     OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

iii. NEWS FROM THE UNITED NATIONS RELEVANT TO FAMILIES & FAMILY-ORIENTED ORGANISATIONS

iv. NEWS FROM THE UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMM ON THE FAMILY

v. NEWS FROM THE VIENNA NGO COMMITTEE ON THE FAMILY

vi. FAMILY RELATED CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATION NEWS

vii. RECENT AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS

viii. PUBLICATIONS - PERIODICALS AND MAGAZINES

ix. INTRODUCTION OF FAMILY-ORIENTED ORGANISATIONS

x. REFLECTIONS ON THE HISTORY AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE COMMITTEE

(2.) INTERACTIVE-INTERNET-FORUMS

xi. IMPROVING FUNCTIONALITY AND USABILITY OF INTERACTIVE INTERNET FORUMS

xii. INTRODUCTION OF SEARCH ENGINE FOR WWW.CIVILSOCIETYNETWORKS.ORG

xiii. BUILDING OF UNIFIED DESIGN FOR ALL INTERACTIVE INTERNET FORUMS

xiv. COMBINING INTERACTIVE INTERNET FORUMS INTO SINGLE FORUM     WWW.CIVILSOCIETYNETWORKS.ORG

xv. SCIENTIFIC EVALUATION OF DEVELOPMENT OF INTERACTIVE INTERNET FORUMS

(3)    
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

i. ORGANIZINATION OF TWO FULL COMMITTEE MEETINGS IN VIENNA

II. 
COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS

(1) COOPERATION WITH THE PROGRAMME ON THE FAMILY WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS (DESA) 

(2)  PARTICIPATION IN THE COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT (CSD) 2006 IN NEW YORK

(3) SUBMISSION OF JOINT INGO WRITTEN STATEMENT PREPARED BY THE COMMITTEE

III. PROJECTS OF THE COMMITTEE

(1) INTERACTIVE-INTERNET- FORUMS

COORDINATOR. PETER CROWLEY

(2) FAMILIES INTERNATIONAL

EXECUTIVE EDITOR: 
EVA MATT

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE:
PETER CROWLEY





MICHAEL SCHWARZ

(3) COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

COORDINATOR: ROSINA SANTA OLALLA

(4) DATABASES OF THE COMMITTEE

COORDINATOR: MONIKA HUMMEL

(5) FINANCES

COORDINATOR: CEJA GREGOR-HU

Recent and forthcoming events

JANUARY 2nd to 6, 2006
2ND WORLD CONGRESS AND 11TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE FAMILY: RESTORE FAMILY LIFE AND SUSTAIN WORLD PEACE

Chennai, India

For the statement ,which marked the conclusion of the World Congress, please contact
Dr.Catherine Bernard ,Director – SERFAC email: serfac1@dataone.in

March 31 to April 2, 2006
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Childhood Conference

Vital Foundations of Personality
Featuring

Hanna-Barbara Gerl-Falkowitz
TU Dresden

Phil Mango
John Paul II Institute, Washington D.C.

Clemens Sedmak
King's College, London 

Paul Vitz 
New York University

Contact:

Miss Anita Wurzer
International Theological Institute
Kartause Maria Thron
A-3292 Gaming
AUSTRIA

Telephone: +43 7485–97570
Fax: +43 7485–97570–4
e-mail: administration@iti.ac.at
www.iti.ac.at/news/news_childhood.htm
May 18-19, 2006
International Interdisciplinary Conference on Children's Rights - An Appraisal of the Children's Rights Convention: Theory meets practice
Ghent, Belgium

The conference aims at evaluating the achievements of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, and at exploring the challenges ahead in realising children's rights. It will in particular do so by creating an open forum where academics can meet and exchange views with other professionals, dealing with children's rights in a more practical way.

Further information: www.law.ugent.be/pub/iuap/c_welcome.html
May 22nd, 2006
VIENNA NGO COMMITTEE ON THE  FAMILY
INTERNATIONAL forum
“Demographic Challenges for Families” 

Wolfgang Lutz, Statistics Austria

Maria do Rosário Carneiro

Member of the Portugese Parliament

June 6 to 9, 2006
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The conference theme “Human Perspectives on Sustainable Future” fits well to home economists and craft scientists’ research interests; since the beginning, home economists have studied individuals and families in relation to their environment. We are proud to have attracted world-class  keynote speakers such as Professor Helena Shanahan from Sweden, Dr Donna Pendergast from Australia,  Professor Sharon Nickols from the United States, Professor Professor Ezio Manzini from Italy and Professor Patrick Dillon from the United Kingdom. Director Sauli Rouhinen from the Finnish Ministry of the Environment will highlight the finnish model of sustainable development policy. In addition to the keynotes, we have more than one hundred research papers and participants from over twenty countries.

Further information
Coordinator:  Ms Jenni Kouri

Address: 

University of Joensuu
Savonlinna Institute for Regional Development and Research
P.O. Box 126
FIN-57101 Savonlinna
Finland
Fax:  +358 15 511 7769
Email:  jenni.kouri@joensuu.fi
7 – 10 June 2006
International Commission on Couple and Family Relations

ICCFR/CIRCF

53rd international conference

Lyon, France
FAMILIES AND DEMOCRACY

Compatibilty, Incompatibility, Opportunity or Challenge?

Further Information

ICCFR Secretariat: 

4 Barnfield Wood Close
Beckenham Kent BR3 6SY
England

Phone/Fax +44 +208 +663+0445   

Email: secretariat@iccfr.org   

Website: www.iccfr.org
July 19 to 23, 2006 

FAMILY – FUTURE OF A
 GLOBAL EUROPE

THIRD EUROPEAN LARGE FAMILIES CONFERENCE


After the first two European Large Families Conferences held in Madrid and Lisbon, the third meeting of this kind will take place in Győr, Hungary The two former conferences were one-day meetings and consisted more or less of lectures only. The Győr conference will follow the structure of the biannual Family Congresses of the National Association of Large Families, Hungary: it will last longer, and whole families (also) are invited to participate. We invite cordially everybody for whom family is a value, people working for or with large families, and especially young families – the prospective large families. 

The conference aims at strengthening families in their chosen way of life and raising their responsibility towards enriching with the values of family their closer or wider social environment as well as the whole society.

The Conference is under the auspices of the European Large Families Confederation and is organised by the Association of Large Families „Familia”, Győr, and the National Association of Large Families, Hungary. The President and Co-President of the Honour Committe of the Conference are José Manuel Durao Barroso, President of the European Commission, and László Sólyom, President of the Republic of Hungary. Members of the Honour Committee include: Anna Záborská, President of the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality of the European Parliament, Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou and José Ribeiro e Castro, President and Vice-President of the Intergroup of Family and Protection of Childhood of the European Parliament. 
Beside the days of arrival and departure, the „conference program in the strict sense” will consist of lectures in three mornings, five of them every day, delivered by experts from various European countries. The lectures will be translated into English, Hungarian, Polish, Spanish, and hopefully also German. The topics of the three days will be: „Home economics”, „What do we educate for?” and „Church for the families”.  More information on the program will be available on the home pages www.elfac.org and www.noe.hu as well as in the second announcement, to be circulated in June. The opening and the closing ceremonies of the conference will be held on 20 and 23 July, presumably at 9 AM and 9.30 AM, respectively. 

Participation fee of the Conference is 1000 HUF (Hungarian Forint) per person; third and further children without own income from a participating family are exempt from the fee. 

CONTACT: 

Office of the Conference: 

Mailing address: 

Familia NE, H-9023 
Győr, Szigethy Attila út 109. 
Hungary
fax: (00-43) 96-517-964

e-mail: kongr@familia12.t-online.hu 

László Márki                                                               

European Large Families Confederation
            
National Association of Large Families, Hungary
György Szabó

Association of Large Families „Familia”, Győr

24-27 July 2006
International Conference on Children and Divorce
University of East Anglia, Norwich, UK

The aim of the conference is to bring together researchers from a range of disciplines who all share a common interest in conceptualizing and understanding children's lives and children's wellbeing after divorce or separation. Confirmed key note speakers include Paul Amato, Judy Dunn, Bob Emery, Janet Johnston, Jen McIntosh, Carol Smart and Liz Trinder. The main topics will include: 

· developmental outcomes for children of divorce/separation 

· children's experience of divorce and separation 

· children's residential patterns and relationships after divorce (residence and contact/custody and visitation) 

· determinants of residence and contact 

· child support 

· family reformation/blended families and stepfamilies 

· children's involvement in family/legal decision-making 

· legal frameworks 

· interventions 

· methodological issues in researching children and divorce 

Further information: www.iccd2006.com/
30 July - 3 August 2006
IFSW 50 YEARS
IFSW World Conference 2006

Munich, Germany

A World out of Balance -
Working for a new Social Equilibrium
Quel équilibre social dans un monde inéquitable?
Trabajando por un nuevo equilibrio social en un mundo desigual


Seminar Secretariat: 

Deutscher Berufsverband für Sozialarbeit e.V.
Landesgeschäftsstelle Bayern
Dahlientrasse 5, D-82216 Maisach, Germany

Tel:      (49) 81 41 52 50 01
Fax: (49) 81 41 52 45 88
E-mail: info@socialwork2006.de
Web:    http://www.socialwork2006.de
September 28 to 30, 2006
3rd ESFR International Congress "Family Relations in Private & Public Contexts"

The European Society on Family Relations (ESFR)
Technical University of Darmstadt, Germany
Information on the Third Conference of the ESFR in Darmstadt (Germany):
 www.esfr-congress2006.org 
Contact:

For any requests please refer to one of the following addresses (e-mail recommended):

Congress coordination and secretary:
E-Mail: esfr@psychologie.tu-darmstadt.de
Phone: +49 6151 16 5114
FAX: +49 6151 16 6935

Mail:
3rd ESFR Congress
Institute of Psychology
TU-Darmstadt
Alexanderstrasse 10
D-64283 Darmstadt
Germany

13-14 November 2006
Parent Child 2006: Happy Families?
London, UK
This conference from the National Family and Parenting Institute (UK) will focus on supporting parents, improving relationships, and strengthening families - what works, what we know, what we need to know. It will look at the broad range of services that support happy healthy relationships in families, and showcase a range of research, policy and practice issues relevant to improving the emotional well being of families, parents and children, in the UK and across the world.

Further information: Conference website - www.nfpi.org/pc2006
20 November 2006

UNITED NATIONS

VIENNA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

MONDAY November 20th, 2006

                                                            CONFERENCE ROOM VII

10.00 – 12.30
INTERNATIONAL  FORUM

Compatibility of Family and Professional Life - Cohesion or Conflict?

10:00 – 11 :00    Speakers



Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou, MEP

Esther Vilar, Author and  Playwright

Günter Danhel and Heike Trammer, Familie & Beruf Management GmbH
11:00 – 11:30      Coffe Break
11:30 – 12:30
Discussion
2 – 10 JUNE 2007

ASSOCIATED COUNTRY  WOMEN OF THE WORLD
25TH TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE
Turku, Finland

Contact 
Project Secretary:
Johanna Packalen


Address: Marttaliitto ry
               Uudenmaankatu 24 A
               00120 Helsinki
               Finland
Phone: +358 50 322 1726
Fax: +358-9-6187 4560
E-mail: finland2007@gmail.com
Introducing

F.P.A.T.
Portuguese Federation of Social Institutions Connected to the Prevention of Drug Addiction
FPAT – Portuguese Federation of Social Institutions Connected to the Prevention of Drug Addiction is a representative organ of the institutions which work in the prevention, treatment and social integration of the drug addicts and it is also a Family oriented Institution with generical representativity.

The aim of FPAT is to dynamize the work of the institutions who act in the prevention, treatment and social integration of drug addicts, working together with the IDT - Drug Addiction Institute.

FPAT promotes the interest and the expectations of the institutions which work in the prevention area and fight against the drug addictions and, at the same time, promotes the dignity of the human kind and the human rights, giving support to the drug addicts and their families.

For FPAT it is imperative to fight against the risk factors, fortifying the protection and prevention factors through the articulation of the work of all the partners involved.

The prevention is the recognition, the creation and the promotion of the development and the increase of the economical and social changes. An intervention centred only in the drug addiction is insufficient. People have to become able to face a new life project, where the persons feel accepted, loved, valorised, responsible and free.

Further  information:
Homepage: www.fpat.pt
Av. Visconde Valmor, nº 66 – 6º 
1050 - 242 Lisboa 
Tel. 21 7931668 Fax 21 7931564 
fpat@iol.pt
Projects of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family are supported by:
· Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Bäuerinnen in Niederösterreich

· Austrian Federal Government 

· Bank Austria

· Berndorf Gruppe

· Creditanstalt Bankverein

· E.F.T. Transportagentur GmbH

· European Commission

· Government of Germany

· Government of Liechtenstein

· Government of Luxembourg

· Government of Spain, Catalonia and the Balearic Islands

· INGOs

· Niederösterreichische Landesregierung

· Niederösterreichische Versicherungs AG

· OMV

· Rotary International

· Shell Austria AG

· Schoeller-Bleckmann Oilfield Equipment AG

· Siemens

· United Nations Trust Fund on Family Activities

'Families International' an information-sharing bulletin published by:

Vienna NGO Committee on the Family: 
Josefstraße 13, A-3100 St. Pölten, Austria, Fax: 43-2742-7222210, 

Email: famcom.vienna@utanet.at, Web: http://www.viennafamilycommittee.org
Printed by in-house duplication. The views published do not necessarily
reflect the views of the members of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family. 

Editorial Committee: 

Peter Crowley, Eva Matt, Michael Schwarz.
Executive Editor: Eva Matt
Layout: Antje Katzschner
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