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VIENNA NGO COMMITTEE OF THE FAMILY

International Forum

May 2nd, 2005 

United Nations Vienna International Centre

Doraja Eberle,

Member of the Government of the Austrian Federal State of Salzburg

Founder of the grassroots project “Farmer helping Farmers”

All of us who are involved in the humanitarian effort know that in our work there are highlights that give us the strength and the courage to keep going. 

We could spend hours telling stories about what happens when people part with belongings in order to give aid or pleasure to others, and even more about the joy of the people who receive these things. 

But now I would like to use the time at my disposal to keep the promise I made to thousands of people – a promise made not in my own name, but in the name of those who no longer have a voice, who have become, literally, speechless.

· I promised to express their thanks for all the help without which many of them would not have survived.

· It is not adults and children in the Balkan States that we are helping, but European adults  and children. If we want to call ourselves Europeans, we have certain obligations towards these people.

Only an hour's flight from here, people are still suffering, starving, freezing, persecuted, deprived of human rights, and dependent on our help and our readiness to share. 

Human dignity and human rights are sacrosanct. These principles are universal. There is no alternative to reconciliation and forgiveness; so these people need honest, resolute and informed help.

Anyone – even on the sidelines – who experienced this appalling war from the start, who saw this holocaust, adults and children raped and murdered, people left homeless and bereft –  anyone who saw all this can no longer return to normal daily routine. 

Especially not someone who – like me – was born with a silver spoon in her mouth.

I grew up in a happy and protected family environment, with my parents and my nine brothers and sisters. 

I was a rebellious child, and even at an early age I wanted to change the world. I studied social work, and spent fifteen years working with prostitutes and drug addicts.

In 1980 I married Alexander Eberle. If you come from a large family, you don't think about having children – you just go ahead and have them. Not so for the 2 of us, however; after twelve miscarriages, we decided to start a new life, devoted to those in need.

Around this time, we met Mother Teresa, and through her – although we never asked for her help – we adopted two wonderful children, Teresa and Antonius. 

They are 14 and 15 years old and today we are a perfectly normal family, but not a day passes without our thanking God for this gift.

Thus our task is to bear responsibility not only for our own lives, but also for the lives of all our fellow-men. 

To bear responsibility means to participate, with a keen spirit, unshakeable courage, firm faith and loving care, in helping the weak, the victims who can no longer help themselves. 

In all our efforts for society, in all our giving and sharing, we pay far too much attention to our own advantage – we look too much at the quantity rather than the quality of our contribution. 

Mother Teresa said - that it matters little how much we do – but we have to do it with great love.

These victims were our initiative for the BhB organisation which my husband and I founded together in 1991. 

Roused by the awful pictures on TV, the distressing news in the media, and the knowledge that I had sufficient strength, time and skills to share, on 11 November 1991  I set off into the unknown.(I asked my husband for permission – he sayed “Yes” because he knew that I would have gone anyway…)

On the frontline I saw that people had no roofs over their heads, and we began to build houses….. so that they could stay on there own property and do not have to become  a refugee.

From the very first day, we helped everybody in need – no matter whether Serb, Moslem, Croat or Jew – individually, with name and history. 

We avoided mass distribution and ware-houses, and tried to do a better job with sponsored parcels (800 to date  pack regularly for a special family). We wrote 100 letters….

· We are a team of fifty volunteers, aged between 14 and 83, who since 1994 have devoted much of their time and charity to the project.

· In our home we have an office about ten times the size of a shoe-box.

· Donations come from people who trust us, and sometimes the money reaches the place where it is needed on the same day.

· We have no support from any official authority, and we organise no charity events.

· We have our own lorries, and often drive them ourselves.

· We transport our goods with SFOR/EUFOR. This guarantees absolutely that every parcel arrives at its destination. We have no customs formalities or waiting times at the borders, so we use no donations to pay bribes.

To date, we have ourselves loaded and unloaded about 1200 lorries – and everything was put directly into the hands of the people who needed it. 

Every parcel has a name on it; this makes it easier for us to hand it over, and for them to receive it.

I went to Bosnia at least once a month, and my team four or five times a year. Since I´m in politicts it´s the other way around.

· 
We have many different projects – a few of them are:

· Housing project /662   (costs € 2800)

· Cattle project 190 (pregnant – baby-cow has to be given to the “enemy”

· Sponsored parcels project (up the 2000 parcels per trip)

· Mobile medical station and ambulances

· Jakes psychiatric clinic

· Clinic for drug-adicts

My heard project in the moment is Srebrenica and whenever I go there I go to Sarajevo before….

Sarajevo: was the biggest “concentration-camp of the  world”. 

For 1000 days more than 350,000 heroes were encircled in that city without electricity or water. Whenever I arrive in Sarajevo I remember those dreadful pictures and media-reports about massacres at the market-hall, pictures of people who were shot on their way to the four water-places of the city. 

Sarajevo, where the Olympic Games took place. Sarajevo, in which skating-hall thousands of people are buried nowadays.

I still have a big admiration for the people in Sarajevo because of their dignity, their unshakeable resistance and because of their determination to refuse to have the spirit of Sarajevo died. When you take the way from the airport to downtown you can still see a wall full of bullets’ wholes and you will read “Welcome to hell”.

Sometimes I would like to be part of that city, to get to know their suffering in a more understanding and knowing way, to meet people, who were in that inferno and survived it – maybe only to honour them or to understand what human beings are able to bear.

It is exactly 14 years ago that I founded our relief-organization “Bauern helfen Bauern” in order to support people who are in need and who live right in the middle of Europe.

I think it is my destiny because if I had known which things I was confronted with and how fast one is infected by the “bacillus of mental disease” (Peter Maass) I would never have agreed to that “calling”. 

After all those years I am able to say that a genuine calling never exceeds our limits and that each of our meanwhile 140  journeys into that country, finally brought fulfilment, thankfulness and a deep inner peace in my live.

A year ago I got a book - a register about all relief-organizations which are registered in Bosnia. There are hundreds with a lot of offices spread all over the country. The more I read in it - the less I understand those things I can see with my eyes, hear with my ears and feel with my heart.

There are a lot of national and international organizations, which are partly established in Bosnia since the Dayton Peace-Treaty in 1995. Because of them - including Bhb - there should not be one hungry person, shivering with cold and without a roof over their head.

 If those finances which have been donated for Bosnia (more than 5 billions US-Dollar) had been used in the right, responsible and in a sense-making way, if we would have established small businesses, if we would have  had erased the mines from the ground in order to give the inhabitants the opportunity to cultivate the soil afterwards by themselves, if … if … if, then the country would not be forced to rely on humanitarian support  after 1o years of socalled peace. …

Since 4 years I´ have my interests in Srebrenica now. From trip to trip I always hope that Srebrenica turns into better. . There are so many “agencies and coordinators” ( sometimes I think more that returnees) , and so  many GO’s and NGO’s have opened their offices in that city.

Srebrenica, the city which once had been called the “most desperate city in the world”. Far away from any city it can only be reached with a lot of hardship and effort. You have to make Srebrenica to your target otherwise you won’t find it easily.

The biggest massacre since World War II happened there, thousands of men were killed within 48 hours, a human catastrophe and a failure of the western world.

I’ve found 670,000 entries about “Srebrenica” in the internet when I started my work there.

Famous people gave their support to the widows there, thousands of stickers were distributed saying “We are on your side”, donations were collected, medication delivered and all of them said “We will never forget you. We will never forsake you”. 

Innumerable organizations use the name Srebrenica to raise funds all over the world, to find potent donators. 

It is impossible that all those finances ever reached their aim, as Srebrenica was not but still   is   the most desperate place I’ve ever seen …

How many people have we seen throughout the last years , who have been staying next to their ruins  - waiting there for the promised help of reconstruction material and again thousands of them will have to spend this winter in tents and containers and collective centers.

Many organizations started  fund raising  - now in September - in order to get  millions  to support thousands of people during winter. Some of those who are supposed to get help will very probably never see anything of that support  - as many places can’t be reached during winter …

When you drive through Srebrenica you see many destroyed houses on both sides. 

Nothing giving a hint there are people living high up, courageous coming-home people, longing for their homeland. 

We do find them: in shacks, wet cellar-wholes, without electricity and water and wells out of which still nowadays dead corpses are pulled out …

In 2001 - within four days -  the first BhB-wooden-house of Srebrenica was ready to be moved in. What a pride and joy and what a delight it is for them to live in that house  - can’t be described – and not many will see it -  as the way into the mountains, far behind Srebrenica, is too hard to take for most of the people and can’t be reached for months very soon.

A second and a third house in Srebrenica have been built. 162 in the last 4 years – financed by generous sponsor and friends.

We do not need statistics and applications-forms; we do not have to promise something which can’t be fulfilled afterwards. 

We do not need to “prepare the soil” for our donators, as for many years they know for whom and why they are giving  - this was the only way how we where  able to grant fast and un- bureaucratic help and support.

2 weeks ago I tried to reach a place were “tent-people” live. An old man, welcomes us with nuts and a few apples. His sleeping-place is a wet tent, the “kitchen” is in the open field covered by a plastic sheet and further – there’s nothing further but four sons and two grand-sons he still misses. Since April 2001 he has been living there.

Seeing that old man who stands ashamed in front of us there is only one desire in my heart:

 I want those “coordinators” who are responsible for those people  (and who are paid very well for their job) to stay together with that man in the tent or container for just one single night. 

One night would be sufficient and they would know and feel what it means to be humiliated and forsaken. They would understand what it means when human dignity is kicked with the feet.

Leaving him he asked for medication as he is suffering from a heart condition. I don’t think there is medication for a broken heart …

Some of the responsible people in Srebrenica told me recently, that he is “strange and weird” as some other returnees are   as well. 

Why strange, I want to know? 

We get the answer that many of the coming-home people claim and demand certain things which can not be fulfilled. 

Those demands are things like water, electricity, medical support, schools nearby … 

Once again I do desire that the responsible people, maybe some of the donators as well, would stay in this ruins for several days – maybe for a long weekend. Maybe they also would turn out to be “strange and weird”.

No, there’s something wrong. A game is played which is not fair and which has to be lost by the weaker one. 

No meeting, no conference which is held everyday everywhere in Bosnia do have the right to be held  - if people have to live like animals, if returnees and DP´s do not have the necessary basic infrastructure in order to survive. 

I don’t expect that the people “move straight into a good job” and will not have any sorrows for their future, but I expect that those people who do not have any rights and who are in a traumatic situation - receive everything they need to start a new live.

If we keep on making decisions over their heads without ever having asked them where it hurts - their wounds will never heel.

I know that also many positive things happened in this country – but there are still lots of places I have not visited yet , in order for me to recognize that those billions have been used in the right way. 

But having seen all the misery and suffering and humility - I have to state that nearly no organization is authorized to be addressed as HUMANITARIAN.

My team and I saw a lot of things during the last 12 years. Maybe it is too less to be allowed to join in the discussion but for sure too much in order to be silent. 

We brought tons and tons of aid – most of it was our surplus – things we don’t even miss for a moment. But this surplus saved 1000ds of lives.

In Srebrenica we only can help  a little fraction of people . Lots of them we maybe will never find - as they live hidden in woods or scattered throughout the country. 

They are afraid and do not believe in any promises anymore.

I meet Ewa every time I go to Bosnia, a woman from Iceland who has been living in Bosnia for the last 6 years. 

She is employed by Hague to open mass-graves 10 hours a day, to exhume people and to identify them. She has already secured 9,000 of them, 22,000 people are still missing  … Just now she works in the biggest mass-grave  close to Srebrenica – it was found 1 month ago.. They exhumed 800 bodies till today – an end of that work is not in sight.

· In theory every refugee could go back to his native country. 

· In theory every refugee has the right to claim a roof over his head. 

· In theory every human being – even those in Bosnia – would have the right to live and to do so in human dignity. 

· In theory there should not be one who needs still help - if the finances had arrived there where they were meant for. 

But theory is only one part - in reality:

Up to 90% unemployment (40% all over the country)

100.000s of landmines

50.000 without a roof over their head

30.000 young people who want to leave the country better today than tomorrow.

200.000 DP´d and still 200.000 refugees to come home

22.000 missing people – that also means that a widow gets no pension as long as her husband is not identified….. 

Over the years, I have seen and experienced many wonderful things – but also many terrible things.

Some of our most uplifting experiences are the gratitude and the hospitality of those who have nothing left. Their living faith – expressed through forgiveness and compassion – is the only way to lasting peace.

Forgiving someone who has massacred a whole family – this is one of my most unforgettable experiences. To restore to someone the human dignity that has for years been trampled underfoot – this is not only a deep-felt need, but also a duty for anyone who calls themselves a Christian.

We are often asked why we go on helping, why we don't simply let these people starve – after all, there has always been dissension between them, and there will continue to be.

Our work is frequently regarded by the uninformed as a fit of social conscience or a token effort by our affluent society.

I often wonder why we reproach these people for their conflicts. As if we had no dissension within our own families, parishes, societies...  War always begins at home.

My team and I have witnessed this plight, and we feel it our duty to tell what we have seen and experienced. 

We often invite people to accompany us – even if only for a single day; anyone who has seen the misery there will feel compelled to change their way of life.

If we all recognised the task we have to fulfil in this world, and for what purpose we have received our talents and skills, then we would all soon be aware of the deeper sense of our lives; we would save ourselves many wrong turnings, and stop revolving around our own egos.

In conclusion, I would like to emphasise that I have never regretted a single second of my work – on the contrary, those poor people have helped me to carry out this work with joy, devotion and enthusiasm, and have made me a contented, grateful and happy person.

Our reward is not material, but ideal. It lies in the love and gratitude of the people we have cared for since 1991, in the loyalty they have shown us, in the recognition and respect of society, and of the authorities, which frequently – at the beginning and even now – reacted with opposition and blockades.

Many of our team – and we are all agreed on this –

· could not have laid one stone upon
another,

· could not have put up with harassment,

· could not have coped with all the poverty
and misery, nor been able to put our
donations to proper use,

without the sense of security derived from our firm faith that we are not alone in believing in the goodness of humankind, and that one day we will be forgiven for doing "those things which we ought not to have done" and for leaving undone "those things which we ought to have done" – but that the good we have done will live on.

Zoran Filipovic wrote in one of his books: The friends who we badly needed bought their clear conscious by sending us the crumbs of their prosperity. They send it to us and to those who caused our suffering alike. We need friends and get guardians who want to teach us order. No one would humiliate a friend. Not at all if they are in need or if support is given to them. And if the last case is applicable not under any circumstances, as one should give on his knees and receive upright standing. Friends should never forget that – and foremost not, if they give …

A lot of people surrendered in Bosnia and died. Others surrendered and emigrated to America or to Australia. And there are others who have surrendered and still live. Those who have not surrendered and who still live are as rare as snow in Venice.

The world has – unfortunately – other things to follow, than misery in Bosnia. Pack your things – as we all do - a president of a very known aid-organisation told me recently – because Bosnia is OUT. 

No this is not what I’m going to do. We have to give our best to help this people survive. No mother would leave her child before it can walk alone. 

Bosnia still needs our motherly and loving care: We - the team of BhB – will bear any burden for those very people, if we are able to make the life of only one person easier and more endurable.

Doraja Eberle

www.bhb.sbg.at 
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The Programme on the Family within the Department of Economics and Social Affairs (DESA) of the United Nations has convened a series of consultative meetings with international and regional non-governmental organisations since 1999. At the 4th consultative meeting in 2002 “it was agreed to prepare a study, under the chairmanship of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family, on the positive contributions of civil society to the well-being of families since 1994. The study will be submitted to the General Assembly in 2004, at its fifty-ninth session”. (cf. Report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to the General Assembly - A/57/139, 2002).
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Photos taken in the Auditorium of the Dag Hammarskjold Library, from the United Nations Website May 13th 2004, the day that the book entitled "Documenting Contributions of Civil Society Organisations to the Well-Being of Families"* was published in New York.

On the panel for the observance of the International Day of Families 2004 and the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family were:

Aster Zaoude of the UN Development Fund, Paul Hoeffel, from the UN Dept. of Public Information, Jose Ocampo, UN Undersecretary-General, Dept. of Economic and Social Affairs, Claude Allen, Deputy Secretary, U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services and Peter Crowley, the then Chairperson and present Deputy Chairperson of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family.

*The complete text of the book is available on the following Websites, as a pdf document, www.viennafamilycommittee.org and www.10yearsIYF.org under publications.






INTRODUCING

INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF CHRISTIAN FAMILY MOVEMENTS (I.C.C.F.M.)

 

FOUNDED

 

The idea of Christian Family Movements arose after the Second World War. The Movement initiated from among the laity, seeing the needs of family integration, education, progress and mutual support. Various family groups in tows and villages, countries and continents were cropping up to build up the war-ruined families. As early as the forties these small nuclei were amalgamating to form Movements. These family movements were already strongly felt in Latin, North and South America, and Spain. The couple Pat & Patty Crowley from Chicago, U.S.A., took the initiative of circling the globe to seminate the idea. Gradually the idea matured, and in 1960 the first World Conference of I.C.C.F.M. was held in Caracas, Venezuela.

 

AIMS

 

To improve the “quality-of-family-life” by reaching out:

1. By providing a framework within which families can support and affirm one another, holding together marriages and families and living our faith in everyday life.

2.  By promoting Christian attitudes, values, and action in individuals as they interact within their family – with friends, neighbours, and co-workers, - and with institutions affecting the family.

 

GOALS

3.  To develop a consciousness (both a family and a social consciousness) based on Christian principles and examples. To, promote in a more significant way, good Christ-centered marriage and family life. For without Jesus Christ as its core, marriage and family life are more susceptible to the ills, which have transformed the family) 

4. To develop responsible, concerned and happy families within every community, who will individually and collectively reach 


out to others in need; and thus promote a way of marriage and family life which is true to the call of our Savior and increases the 
likelihood of healthy and happy marriages and families. 

5. Offer opportunities for families as well as with their friends, neighbours and co-workers. 

6. To develop a caring society that not only recognizes, but also actively supports family life. Action must be the core of ICCFM, and remains part of what we are – doers of the Word. 

7. To initiate and encourage research that impacts on the actual needs of families. 

8. To continue to foster the international spirit of Christian Family Movements. 
MISSION STATEMENT OF CFM

 

To promote Christ-centred marriage life;

To help individuals and their families to live the Christian faith in everybody life;

To improve society through actions of love, service, education and example.

 

STRUCTURE

 

The Christian Family Movements start with small groups of families at grassroots, in the parishes of towns and villages. Such small family groups headed by a leader couple and a chaplain, grow together, share experiences, deal with situations, and issues affecting family life, and realize that no man is an island. The idea of community goes against the idea of isolation, and thus the idea of Families helps Families – “Chiesa Domestica”. The local groups co-operate together in each country by National President Couple., and globally by Continental President Couple and International President Couple. All these responsibilities last for three years with a renewal for another three years.

While the mission is worked and guided by catholic principles and morals, yet all families are welcomed under the umbrella of Christian Family Movements, once the principles and methodology are adhered to.

 

The Christian Family Movements methodology is:

Observe: The existing situation within our society with its positive and negative aspects which influence the family.

 

Judge: Evaluate the facts or situations in the light of the Gospel.

 Act: Try to change the situation to improve the quality of life.

 

ACTIVITIES
 

Family projects are usually on local, national, and world basis, in the form of help and care as the cases arise in the particular situations, circumstances and family issues. Of utmost importance is the continuation of family education in good Christian morals, and the family groups can then radiate their amalgamated action to the angles and targets in society.

An important priority is the preparation of couples for marriage, and strengthening married couples with marriage encounters.

 

EVENTS
 

Interaction and sharing of experiences:

 

9. Annual Districts meetings. 
10. Nationals Annual Meetings. 
11. Continental Conferences every three years. 
12. World Congresses every three years. 
13. The next World Assembly will be held in Fatima, Portugal, in July 2007.

Recognition.
 

14. On June 23rd 1989, the Pontifical Council of the laity recognized ICCFM as an International Association of Lay people in accordance with Canon law. 
15. The United Nations also recognized the Confederation as a non-government agency. The Confederation was granted Consultative Status Category 2 by the United Nations economic and Social Council in New York.   
For more information one may write to the International President Couple Nop & Elma Muangkroot from Thailand. Their e mail is: elmam@isb.ac.th
 

The representatives of ICCFM at the NGO Committee for the Family in Vienna are Tony & Lily Gauci from Malta.

E mail address is: gaucia@maltanet.net 

Recent and forthcoming events

17 May 2005
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XVI Workshop on «social and familial integration»

drug addicts, inmates and ill-favoured Populations

Lisbon, Portugal
Republic Assembly new Auditorium 

Conclusions

PROSALIS, Health Project in Lisbon, held on the 17th May 2005 the XVI Workshop over «Social and Familial Integration» - drug addicts, inmates and ill-favoured populations.

From the addressed issues we select the ones concerning: “Professional Justice, Health, Social Protection and Citizenship” and “Social/professional Reformation in Reclusion and Community”, aiming also to find adjusted answers towards a tangible social reintegration and the specific role played by NGOs in social and familial integration.

By the occasion of celebrating the International Family Day we considered opportune to debate ways of exclusion, concerning the biological family and the social community of each individual. 

As Almeida Santos focused although we live in a Democracy we are still unable to eradicate injustice, worst: “the outcasts and the excluded neither are they free nor do they enjoy the rights inherited by their citizen status”.

It’s consensual that the Universal Human Rights Declaration is the Ethical matrix that, in association with the citizenship concept, assembles the rights held as fundamental, such as the right to freedom, health, education, life conditions, right to elect the political agents, etc. In truth reality is some times quite different, as we observe that: “one thing is to recognize one right, other thing is the capacity to apply it”.    

The best way to celebrate the International Family day is debating the problems that lead to some forms of social and familial exclusion, because the exclusion of any individual always concerns his/hers biological family, as well as their social community.

“Exclusion has a material basis related with the lack of means of subsistence, concerning more than just social differentiation. It’s the deprivation circuits and the heaping of disadvantages that characterize exclusion. Family origins, low, scarce, or non-existing educational level, insufficient professional formation, precarious or seasonal work, deficient nourishment, small incomes, inadequate or degraded housing, fragile health condition (…), the lacking of social support and no access to public services, are the most meaningful issues of these impoverishment circuits” (ESTIVILL J.)

In terms of Imprisonment, we know that is not sufficient to isolate the individuals from society to prevent their future criminality. Thus, we need to take actions from day one, of entering in the Penitentiary System, that will help them and “educate” them about other ways of life in freedom, that don’t involve delinquency. 

Aiming to achieve a behavioural change within the re-socialization process of the inmates, it’s necessary to promote an internal transformation, as well as the acquisition of interpersonal, social and professional skills, managing their successful return to freedom.

So many Organisms and Institutions have been promoting the internal transformations of many individuals and changing the way of life previous, as well as following, their imprisonment. This model aims reintegration, re-socialization, thus preventing criminality.

According to Maria Eduarda Ferraz, representing the Justice Department, the familial, social,and professional reinsertion process of an inmate, although you cannot rewrite or delete the past, is altogether an educational process, better a re-education, involving the following: it’s always a backward, evolving process, with setbacks and breakthroughs, rewards and penalties. And this requires planning, constant attention and persistence.

In our society we have great liveliness from Institutions, Associations and NGOs working as the main engine in the integration of ill-favoured groups, but on the other hand, we see sparse investment from the business sectors. This factor is crucial, since the professional insertion is a fundamental step for the social rehabilitation of these individuals, undermining the results achieved (NEVES I.).

We consider that the commitment of all society is fundamental to achieve the social insertion of all citizens, particularly the ill-favoured groups, but it’s in the hands of the Government to adopt public measures to assure greater social justice. Within the existing actions that work social and personal skills, trying to promote an even development in personal, social and professional areas, we try give perspective to an effective social integration.

The spokesman of the Social Security and Solidarity Institute underlines that building more integrative societies and improving citizenship requires both the Government and civil society conjoined efforts, thus promoting effective/creative supporting nets able to give positive answers to the reintegration challenges, for the more vulnerable groups/individuals.

Concerning social reintegration after Imprisonment, Manuela Tavares, states that citizenship principles must be involved rendering the inmate with skills to understand the world, behave accordingly, relate socially with others and decide freely about his/hers future.

Paula Guimarães, from the Social Reinsertion Institute, states that with every vein of action we try to fight against injustice and promote a full and integrated citizenship and answering to your question “Social reinsertion - What kind of answers do we want?” we answer that we want to build them in partnership, after checking the needs and expectancies of interested parties, answers able to evolve according to the results of the evaluations and offering solutions ranging from education, to social security, to professional training, health and urbanism. We want choices not mere alternatives.

Nowadays, in a Democratic Society, the relationship between Government and Social Organizations is of the utmost importance. Concerning Social Integration, civil society has a fundamental role promoting social and personal skills, professional and educational training, developing different programs and structures able to solve social problems and providing re-socialization spaces.

Because we believe that this line of work is only possible by the effort and dedication put through by technicians and anonymous people that contribute to improve the lives of many individuals, we praise their commitment.

Having organized this XVI Workshop, we would also like to thank all the Organizations and Institutions that were present at this event. We believe that is promoting social progress and life improvement, under the standard of freedom, that will lead every one to the full exercise of his rights, promoting a sense of valour and the dignifying of the Human Condition. 

Lisbon, July the 1st 2005

Further information: Av. Visconde Valmor, n.º 66 – 6º - 1050-242 Lisboa

Tel. 217 981 040  

Fax 217 931 564

E-mail: Prosalissede@yahoo.com 

www.prosalis.brevepages.com
10-13 July 2005
9th International Family Violence Research Conference
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, USA

Presented by the Family Research Laboratory and the Crimes against Children Research Center, this conference will bring together researchers and scientist/practitioners from a broad array of disciplines for the purpose of sharing, integrating and critiquing accumulated knowledge on family violence. All aspects of family violence will be covered, including abuse between married, cohabitating, and dating couples; elder abuse; all forms of child maltreatment including sexual abuse, physical abuse, emotional abuse, and neglect; child witnessing domestic violence; peer and school violence; bullying; corporal punishment; and sexual harassment. Research on methodological issues and on special populations including people with disabilities, ethnic minorities, gays and lesbians, and populations outside of the U.S. will be included.

Further information: www.unh.edu/frl/conferences/2005
18-23 July 2005
XXV International Population Conference
Tours, France

International Union for the Scientific Study of Population conferences provide an opportunity for scientists, program managers and policy makers from all over the world to review advances made in the study of population issues and to debate possible actions and policy responses to the challenges posted by population dynamics.

Further information: IUSSP, 3-5 rue Nicolas, F-75980 Paris cedex 20, France.

Tel: +33 1 56 06 21 73. 

Fax +33 1 56 06 22 04. 

Email: iussp@iussp.org. 

Web: www.iussp.org/France2005
20-22 July 2005
8th National Child Welfare Data Conference
Washington, D.C., USA

The theme of this conference is "Achieving Positive Outcomes for Children and Families: It's a Team Effort". It is aimed at program managers, case workers, system managers, agency administrators, judges, and researchers from child welfare, juvenile justice, mental health and the courts.

Further information: www.nrccwdt.org
11-14 September 2005
ISPCAN European Regional Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect
Berlin, Germany

This conference will be organised by the International Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect, and the German Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect. The theme chosen for the conference is New Developments in Science and Practice: Influences on Child Protection. The main official language of the conference will be English.

Further information: Conference Secretariat: 25 W. 560 Geneva Rd., Suite L2C, Carol Stream, IL 60188, USA.

Email: euroconf2005@ispcan.org, or richter-unger@dggkv.de (for German inquiries). 

Web: www.ispcan.org/euroconf2005
10 October 2005
Children at Risk from their Families: Assessing the Risk, Weighing the Evidence
London, UK

This is the Autumn Conference presented by NAGALRO, the Professional Association for Children's Guardians, Family Court Advisors, and Independent Social Work Practitioners. Protecting children at risk of deliberate injury, domestic violence or fabricated illness and ensuring justice for parents demands sound evidence, careful diagnosis and skilled assessment. This conference will assist practitioners with the complex issues that arise when parents are suspected of harming their children. Themes of the conference are:

· recent case law and its impact on child protection 

· assessment of parents who may have deliberately harmed their children 

· dilemmas in diagnosis of illness and injury in children 

· risks to children where domestic violence is an issue 

· identifying fabricated and induced illness, especially in children with disabilities 

Further information: 
Tel: 01372 818504. 

Fax: 01372 818505. Email: nagalro@globalnet.co.uk.

16th and 17th of November 2005

XV International Congress on “Life Styles and addictive behaviours” Health, Immigration, Imprisonment and Social Exclusion under an Reintegration Perspective

Auditórium of Republic Assembly 
Lisbon Portugal

Organisation:

PROSALIS – HEALTH PROJECT IN LISBON
Member of: Vienna NGO Committee on the Family at the United Nations
Associate Member of: ICAA-International Council on Alcohol and Addictions
Presentation:

PROSALIS - Health Project in Lisbon, is a private, non profitable solidarity Association.
Working in areas such as family, health and other public interests, in the prevention, treatment and social/professional reintegration of drug abusers and their families, as well as, other ill-favoured populations.

PROSALIS – Lisbon’s Health Project, acting as a Health Promoting Organism, dedicated the year 2005 to issues concerning Familial and Social integration. Accordingly, PROSALIS held on the former 17th May the XVI Workshop, selecting as target population drug addicts, in-mates and other impoverished individuals.    

Themes Objectives:

The XV International Congress on “Life Styles and addictive Behaviours – Health, Immigration, Imprisonment and Social Exclusion”, under an integrative perspective,  seeks to continue some formerly considered topics, cross-linking them to other relevant issues such as Health and Society Trans-cultural problems.

Contemporary societies are multi-cultural, where norms of behaviour, conflict of interests and different cultural values face and confront each other, seeking balance, supported by dissimilar life backgrounds.

The, extremely important and necessary, adaptation process requires an identification and restructuring, inherited by the singularity of each community, aiming the reintegration, thus giving birth to new social realities.

Promoting Human Rights, Fighting against Poverty, Professional and Educational Qualification, the Reinforcement of Social Unity, Social/Communitarian Development, the Empowerment and the Development of Social and Personal Skills, favouring self-sufficiency, are some of the strategies that aim to improve one’s Life quality, plus the professional conditions of risk populations.

Through shared knowledge and experiences, in a debating/reflecting environment, we seek to implement new intervention plans, perfecting and consolidating the mechanisms and structures towards a full and effective integration and accomplished human development.         

16TH NOVEMBER OF 2005
· 10H00 – Opening Session

· 10H30 - Conference: Citizenship in Modern Portuguese Society;

· 11H15 – Coffee Break

· 11H45 – Multi-culture in a Democratic Society;

· 14H30 – Promoting Health in Secluded Populations;

· 15H30 – Coffee Break

· 16H00 – Strategies of Familial, Social and Professional Reintegration for the Imprisoned Populations; 

· 17H30 – Conclusion
17TH NOVEMBER OF 2005

· 10H0O – The Role of Social and Familial Nets in the Economical and Cultural Processes;

· 11H00 -  Coffee Break

· 11H15 Risks and Problems Concerning the Acculturation Phenomenon;

· 13H00 – Lunch Break

· 14H30 – The Educative and Formative Processes for Social Reintegration;

· 15H15 – Coffee Break

· 15H45 – Social Integration of Emigrants in the Welcoming Countries.

Further information: 

President: Maria Helena Patrício Paes
Organizing Committee: President: Dra. Isabel Nabais
Secretariat: 
PROSALIS – PROJECTO DE  SAÚDE  EM  LISBOA
Av. Visconde Valmor, nº 66 – 6º - 1050-242 Lisboa 
TEL: 21 798 10 40
Fax: 21 793 15 64
E:mail: prosalis2@mail.telepac.pt
www.prosalis.pt – inscrições online
1-5 January 2006
World Congress on the Family - Restore Family Life and Sustain World Peace
Chennai, India

This World Congress will provide a platform for information exchange on major family issues, policies, research, successful family programmes, and available expertise and resources among experts and groups from different sectors and levels of operation. It also aims to motivate NGOs, governmental and intergovernmental bodies to develop and implement action for the family; and to ensure effective follow-up action as part of an ongoing process towards a more "family-friendly and peace-oriented" society. Topics include:

· The Family in Contemporary Social Contexts - East and West 

· It's time for Human and Family Security - A Call for Action 

· Technologies to be placed at the Service of the Human Person and Family 

· Religion as Freeing the Person for Service to God, Family and Society 

· Harnessing the Power of the Individual Towards Building a Culture of Peace 

· Creating and Enabling Greater Stability, Depth and Joy in Intimate Relationships Within the 
Family 

· Integral and Human Centred Sustainable Development is the best Peace Investment for the 
Family and the Future Generation 

· Developing an Integrated Society Calls for Political Commitment to Families and Family 
Issues 

· A variety of special interest workshops will also run during the congress. 

Further information: Director - World Congress, SERFAC, No.140 Manimangalam Road, Varadarajapuram, Chennai - 600 048, India. Tel: +91 44 2276 1328. Fax: +91 44 2276 0149. Email: serfac@md4.vsnl.net.in

Munich, Germany
30 July - 3 August 2006
IFSW 50 YEARS
IFSW World Conference 2006 - 
A World out of Balance -
Working for a new Social Equilibrium
Quel équilibre social dans un monde inéquitable?
Trabajando por un nuevo equilibrio social en un mundo desigual

Seminar Secretariat:
Deutscher Berufsverband für Sozialarbeit e.V.
Landesgeschaeftsstelle Bayern
Dahlientrasse 5, D-82216 Maisach, Germany
Tel: (49) 81 41 52 50 01, Fax: (49) 81 41 52 45 88
E-mail: info@socialwork2006.de
Web: http://www.socialwork2006.de



News from the United Nations

International Day of Families
15 May 2005
"HIV/AIDS and Family Well-being" 
The International Day of Families will be observed on 15 May 2005. The United Nations General Assembly, in its resolution 47/237 of 20 September 1993, proclaimed that 15 May of every year shall be observed as the International Day of Families. This annual observance reflects the importance, which the international community attaches to families as basic units of society as well as its concern regarding their situation around the world. The International Day of Families provides an opportunity to promote awareness of issues relating to families as well as to promote appropriate action.  The Day can become a powerful mobilizing factor on behalf of families in all countries, which avail themselves of this opportunity and demonstrate support of family issues appropriate to each society. 
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U N I T E D           N A T I O N S

N A T I O N S U N I E S
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

MESSAGE ON THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES

15 May 2005
The theme of this year’s International Day of Families – the impact of HIV and AIDS on family well-being – draws attention to one of the most pressing challenges of our time. It is a challenge that affects families, extended families, communities and Governments around the world. 

HIV and AIDS take a profound toll on families. When a family member becomes sick or dies, everyone in the family suffers. Added to the human tragedy are economic difficulties, first brought on by rising health costs and decreasing incomes. These escalate as the illness progresses, impacting the family’s access to food, shelter and other basic needs. The impact of HIV/AIDS on families is particularly devastating for children. Often, young girls are taken out of school to take on the heavy burden of care giving. With the death of parents, children and young girls are often forced to assume the responsibilities of the head of household. The absence of caring and supportive adults leaves many children highly vulnerable – to discrimination, child labour or other forms of exploitative behaviour ‑ and, in turn, to HIV infection. And it robs communities of a vital channel for transmitting values, cultural norms, farming techniques and coping skills to the next generation.

Clearly, we must do all we can to help the family remain resilient, as it is often the only safety net, playing a critical role in determining how well individuals and communities cope with AIDS and its consequences. That is why the United Nations General Assembly Special

Session on HIV/AIDS, held in 2001, recognized the important role played by the family in prevention, care and support. It called on Governments to develop or strengthen strategies, policies and programmes that recognize the contribution of the family in reducing vulnerability and coping with the impact of the disease.

That means finding ways to keep parents alive. It means addressing gender disparities and the vulnerabilities of young girls in particular. It means integrating family-focused programmes with broader community-based interventions aimed at reducing vulnerability to HIV/AIDS, improving prevention and care, and alleviating the epidemic’s devastating social and economic impact. And it means stamping out the stigma that may prevent disclosure of HIV status even within a family.

A strong and supportive family is one of the first lines of defence against HIV/AIDS.

On this International Day of Families, let us rededicate ourselves to helping this precious unit play its full part in that mission.


The following text contains excerpts from the below mentioned press release

24/06/2005
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	Press Release
GA/10361 


Fifty-Ninth General Assembly Informal Interactive Hearings 

 ‘TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE POVERTY HISTORY’, SECRETARY-GENERAL TELLS CLOSING
SESSION OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY HEARINGS WITH CIVIL SOCIETY
Also Stressing Importance of UN Partnership with Civil Society, Assembly
President Calls Meetings ‘A Milestone’ in Relationship between States, NGOs
The United Nations would need to work in close partnership with civil society to implement every decision made during the upcoming September World Summit, Secretary-General Kofi Annan told the participants at the closing of a first-ever two-day General Assembly interactive dialogue with non-governmental organizations (NGOs), civil society participants and private sector members.

He said a wide range of issues had been raised, including gender, human rights and conflict prevention, trade, and debt.  Support had been expressed for the proposed Human Rights Council and the Peacebuilding Commission.  Civil society had asked for stronger language in the draft outcome for the World Summit and had asked States to take bold actions in September.  “Together, we can make poverty history”, he stated.

General Assembly President Jean Ping (Gabon) said, in his closing remarks, that the hearings were a milestone in the relationship between MemberStates and civil society organizations.  The debate conclusions would contribute greatly to the consultations being held among Member States for the high-level plenary in September.  The range in perspectives and range of questions had been noted.  While some did not yet appear in the draft outcome document, they were already being discussed in the Assembly.

In brief, over 200 civil society organizations, non-governmental organizations and private sector entities took part in the dialogues, along with some 1,000 observers.  The basis for their discussion with Member States centred on reform proposals the Secretary-General had made in “clusters” of issues to be considered in preparation for the September Summit at Headquarters:  freedom from want; freedom from fear; freedom to live in dignity; and strengthening the United Nations.

Also serving as a basis for discussions were the Millennium Goals set out at the Millennium Summit for review at the September Summit.  Those centre on aims and target dates on such questions as poverty reduction, gender equality and development.

Yesterday’s topics focused on freedom from want and freedom to live in dignity.  The first of today’s topics was freedom from fear, and it was considered from the angles of conflict prevention and in relation to peace and security.  This afternoon’s exchange centred on strengthening the United Nations.

As mentioned by the Secretary-General, others called for strengthening the current mechanisms, such as the roles of the human rights special rapporteurs.  A number called for States to cooperate with human rights reporting bodies.  Speakers and States called for annual dialogues between the United Nations and civil society prior to the General Assembly meeting.

A speaker for the World Federalist Movement-Institute for Global Policy called for the United Nations at this point to commit to NGO consultations in four important areas:  the Human Rights Council, the Peacebuilding Commission, a binding instrument on regulation of small arms, and the responsibility to protect.

In the segment on conflict prevention this morning, numerous speakers endorsed the creation of a Peacebuilding Commission within the United Nations as recommended by the Secretary-General.  They said it should recognize the role of civil society in building lasting structures for peace.  One speaker called for recognizing the reality that when prevention failed, the United Nations had a responsibility to protect.

In summarizing major themes to emerge from that exchange, Rik Panganiban, the Rapporteur for the conflict-prevention topic, noted the overall endorsement of the Secretary-General’s call for a Peacebuilding Commission, which would engage actively with civil society, as well as strong calls for a shift from “reaction to prevention” of armed conflict.  Women were highlighted as critical actors in peacebuilding and conflict resolution that needed to be included in conflict-prevention efforts.

In summary remarks on the segment on peace and security this morning, Rapporteur Doris Mpoumou said that one of the salient points made was that men and women rejected war, and that war should be abolished.  Other issues included the role of education in human rights, terrorism, HIV/AIDS, and poverty, as well as biological and nuclear weapons and arms trafficking.

Speaking on the afternoon session on strengthening the United Nations, Rapporteur Pera Wells said in summary remarks that human security was at the heart of the work of the United Nations.  Member States attached great importance to the General Assembly in the follow-up to the Summit decisions, and were looking to see the United Nations operate in a much more inclusive, participatory process.

The representatives of Cameroon, Chile, Egypt, Norway, Pakistan, South Africa, Spain, and Sweden spoke during the two interactive sessions in the morning.  Speaking during the afternoon session were the representatives of Brazil, France, Germany, Norway, Mexico, Peru, Sweden, and Timor-Leste.

Interactive Segment on ‘Freedom from Fear’:  Conflict Prevention
Rik Panganiban of the Millennium-plus-Five NGO Network was the Rapporteur for the conflict-prevention topic in relation to “Freedom from fear”.

Serving as Moderator for the discussion, PAUL VAN TONGEREN of the European Centre for Conflict Prevention noted that the draft outcome emphasized human security issues and that sustainable security could only be based on security of people, which called for a shift from reaction to prevention as a central guiding focus to all security instruments.  A central focus for security was to recognize humanity’s dependence on the planet and make the shift to ecologically sustainable systems.  Intergovernmental decision-making on peace and security issues at the United Nations had been close to the development of the human rights field.  If human security was to be the focus, then the knowledge of civil society must be central to promoting peace and security.  The outcome document was weak in recognizing the role of civil society in peace and security.


Dialogue
One speaker said that the issue of disarmament was treated very weakly in the Secretary-General’s report, as well as in the draft outcome document.  Much more needed to be done on disarmament, particularly to revitalize the disarmament agenda, which had sufficed from the 1960s through the 1980s, but the time had come for the Security Council to formulate a system of arms regulations that would promote the establishment and maintenance of international peace.

Another speaker said that the documents did not address the needs of the people for whom the policies were meant, such as the disabled.  Those groups should be consulted.  Also, more emphasis should be placed on conflict prevention so more people would not be disabled, and more attention should be given to the root causes of underdevelopment.  The issue of disabled people should be included specifically in the Millennium Development Goals, which had not been done.

Also emphasized was the role of young people in resolving conflicts and building peace.  If they were the “fools” who committed terrorist acts, they could also be turned into key elements to promote freedom from fear.  States needed to recognize the importance of young people in promoting peace because if they were included in decision-making, there would be guarantees of peace and the Millennium Declaration should express that.

Another speaker said that civil society organizations were able to build trust with belligerent communities.  They had shown that they could do much to bring stability to people with a lot less money than the United Nations or governments.  Civil society organizations had a role in early warning, development, peacebuilding, conflict prevention, disarmament and reintegration.  Their involvement was no longer an option, but a necessity, as stated in the Cardozo report.

One speaker noted that the outcome document contained a mere paragraph on the contributions of women to peacebuilding when they were, in fact, an integral part since they were the most adversely affected by violence committed with impunity.  The draft document should call for stronger measures to reinforce an end to impunity for gender-based violence.  Other speakers also called for more emphasis on gender-mainstreaming in the draft outcome document.

Numerous speakers endorsed the creation of a United Nations Peacebuilding Commission as recommended by the Secretary General, saying it should recognize the role of civil society in building lasting structures for peace.  One speaker called for recognition of the reality that when prevention failed, the United Nations had a responsibility to protect.

Mr. PANGANIBAN, Rapporteur, summed up the major themes to emerge from the exchange, noting the overall endorsement of the Secretary-General’s proposed Peacebuilding Commission and the calls for such a body to engage actively with civil society.  There had also been strong calls for a shift from “reaction to prevention” regarding armed conflict, including effective early-warming systems.  Several interventions from both governments and civil society had emphasized the important role of civil society organizations in conflict prevention and resolution.  There was a special emphasis on the regions of Africa and the Middle East, including the call for more resources to strengthen conflict-prevention mechanisms, end poverty, ensure good governance and support strong regional institutions.  Women had been highlighted as critical actors in peacebuilding and conflict resolution who must be included in conflict-prevention efforts, while the need to end impunity for gender-based violence had also been underlined.

Interactive Segment on ‘Freedom from Fear’:  Peace and Security
Doris Mpoumou of Women’s Environment and Development Organization was the Rapporteur for the peace and security aspect of “Freedom from fear”.

Serving as moderator, MINAR PIMPLE, People’s Decade of Human Rights Education, said there would be no peace until steps were taken towards arms control and disarmament.  Governments, particularly those of the nuclear-weapon countries, must show good faith as it was ultimately they who would decide whether the conditions for freedom from fear could truly be created.  Africa had suffered from numerous scourges such as conflicts and diseases and was now beginning to emerge from its troubles.  Would the nuclear Powers become the new scourge?  Time was of the essence in reigning in the nuclear monster so that all people could be free of fear.
Dialogue
On issues of peace and security as they related to freedom from fear, speakers emphasized the fear that women lived with daily, whether in conflict situations or as second-class citizens open to abuse.  One speaker called for an examination of the competitive, aggressive kinds of men that societies were raising.  Numerous speakers expressed the view that prostitution and trafficking in women were violence against them.

One speaker said that women and girls were hidden victims of armed conflict.  They were killed, tortured, raped and maimed when they were no longer useful to the victors, a problem that must be addressed in the draft outcome document.  Children’s rights were also brought up, with one speaker saying that funding to protect children in armed conflict situations was as important as the funding of any other measures.

Small arms control and disarmament were also discussed, as was the need for concrete nuclear non-proliferation agreements between nuclear Powers.  A speaker for the Swedish-Somalia Institute talked of the threat to international peace and security posed by a non-representative Security Council and called for the democratization of the international peace and security system.

Finally, a speaker called attention to excessive consumption on the parts of developed countries, saying that such extreme consumerism continued to widen the gap between rich and poor.  If States did not take control of such a predatory system, it would be a source of conflict now and in the future.

In her summary of the second segment, Ms. MPOUMOU, Rapporteur, said that one of the salient points made was that men and women rejected war and it should be abolished.  The role of education in human rights was another crucial point that had been made, because unless people were aware of their rights, they would find it very difficult to avail themselves of those rights.  Another main point related to the synergy between security and development.  Participants had also concentrated on terrorism, HIV/AIDS and poverty, which all had an increasingly feminine face.  Members had also highlighted biological and nuclear weapons, as well as arms trafficking.

What truly came out in the discussion, she continued, was that it was important to act immediately, and that, therefore, the Millennium Review Summit in September represented an opportunity to take specific actions so that everyone could live free of fear.  Another point made several times concerned the responsibility to protect populations, particularly the most vulnerable, including women, children, refugees and aboriginal peoples.  Their needs, as well as their role, must be taken into account if members wished to meet the concerns on the agenda.

She noted that members had also condemned all acts of violence against women and others.  The adoption of a general disarmament treaty had also been mentioned, as had the idea that governments should not be deflected from their obligation to meet the critical needs of their people, even in fighting terrorism.  Other issues discussed had included the role of multinational corporations in exploiting mineral resources, which was often behind armed conflict, as well as the need to regulate the arms trade, and the role of civil society and the private sector.

Interactive Segment on ‘Strengthening the United Nations’
The Rapporteur for the interactive segment on strengthening the United Nations was Pera Wells of World Federation of United Nations Associations.

Speaking as the Moderator, MARY RACELIS of Ateneo de Manila University said the emphasis of all reports should be “we the people”.  The input of civil society in the United Nations was natural and critical.  She asked the invited participants, as well as government representatives, to provide comments on concrete ways that the United Nations and human security could be enhanced, based on the interaction of the past two days.
Dialogue
One speaker called for the outcome document to reflect a recognition of the role played by local authorities and municipalities in shaping people’s lives through their policies.

Another speaker said the Secretary-General’s proposal for a Human Rights Council was burdened by a drawback that was not structural but ethical.  A reformed Human Rights Council would be independent and in line with the United Nations Charter.  The sovereignty of States was not clear at the United Nations.  What was meant by the principle of the responsibility to protect?  Protect whom?  From what?  How?  Those ambiguities should be clarified.

Another speaker emphasized that membership in a Human Rights Council should not be exclusive, but rather inclusive.  Every State should be entitled to become a member, but States should be members because they wanted to protect human rights, not because they wanted to protect their own record.  She suggested that members of such a council could have their situation reviewed in the first year of membership.

In summary remarks, the Rapporteur, PERA WELLS, said that the conceptual points in the afternoon session included the fact that human security was at the heart of the work of the United Nations.  There had also been an emphasis on the “oneness” of humanity, and an appeal had been made for women to be included in the work of the United Nations, and for there to be gender equality.  On the question of institutional reform, she said, comments had been made on how to reform and develop the Organization.  There was a clear feeling on ending the veto in the Security Council, and some believed that there should be some enlargement.  With regard to ECOSOC, she said there was some interest in a high-level development forum.

There had also been many ideas on the creation of a Human Rights Council, she continued, with recommendations on its mandate and functions, as well as the role of non-governmental organizations and civil society in such a council.  With respect to the General Assembly, there was an awareness that it was the most important and universal deliberative body, and Member States attached great importance to the assembly in the follow-up to the Summit decisions.  Member States were also looking to see the United Nations operate in a much more inclusive, participatory process, and to improve the framework of civil society participation in all aspects of the organization’s work.  She appealed to Member States to have their heads of government consider the structural inequalities in global governments. 

Closing of Session
Statements by Rapporteurs
PEGGY HICKS of Human Rights Watch, Rapporteur of the segment on “Freedom to live in dignity”, called for the participation of civil society in all United Nations activities.  In her review of the discussion, she said speakers had called for strengthening and gender mainstreaming of the Office of Human Rights and for greater efforts by States to implement recommendations made to them.  They had also expressed support for a Human Rights Council.  She said the dialogue had greatly added to the success of the Summit and the credibility of the United Nations.

SHANNON KOWALSKI of Family Cart International, Rapporteur on the “Freedom from want” segment, said speakers had called for women’s participation to be made central in achieving the Millennium Goals and for women and youth to be given access to reproductive and sexual health information and services.  They had also recommended that community-based poverty-reduction strategies be implemented.  

ESTHER AGUILERA of the National Association of Economists and Accountants of Cuba, Rapporteur on the “Freedom from want” discussion focusing on financing for development, also called for civil society involvement in United Nations activities, which she said would help with oversight of the Organization.  She said the policies of the Bretton Woods institutions were no longer trusted, and those bodies should be under United Nations supervision while people-power ensured that the United Nations maintained its integrity.  

Mr. PANGANIBAN of the Millennium-plus-Five NGO Network, Rapporteur of the segment on “Freedom from fear:  conflict prevention”, said speakers had called for involvement of women in conflict prevention and for an end to impunity in gender-related violence.  They had also called for measures to ensure good governance and for support to be given to creating stronger regional organizations. 

Ms. MPOUMOU of the Women’s Environment and Development Organization, Rapporteur on “Freedom from fear:  peace and security”, said it had become evident that all rights were inseparable.  Speakers had focused on the need to take action.  September was the best opportunity to confront fears such as that of poverty and terrorism, or the threat of nuclear weapons.  Agreements could be made on stockpiling of fissile materials.  The parameters on use of force as a last measure should be refined.  The message being sent was that governments must take action in September on matters that should not have been postponed earlier.

PERA WELLS of the World Federation of United Nations Associations, Rapporteur on “Strengthening the United Nations”, asked the Secretary-General to recommend that the useful exchange be repeated annually before the Assembly session.  She noted the support that had been expressed for a Peacebuilding Commission and said that to achieve Millennium Goals structural inequities between countries must be addressed with involvement of the Bretton Woods institutions.  Also, young people should be included in every delegation to the Summit.

Secretary-General’s Statement

In his closing remarks to the interactive dialogue, Secretary-General KOFI ANNAN noted the large number of States participating and called on civil society participants to keep making their voices heard in the lead-up to the September Summit, as well as to hold governments to the promises they made at the Summit afterwards.  He said he hoped the interactive format would continue.  On every issue that would be taken up at the Summit, whether it was the fight against HIV/AIDS or preventing armed conflict, a close relationship between civil society and the United Nations would be required to carry out the decisions of Summit participants.

“You’re essential partners”, he said to the civil society participants, NGO representatives and private sector members, while also commending the States who participated in the dialogue.  “Together we can make poverty history”, he added.

He said a large number of issues had been raised, including gender, human rights, conflict prevention, trade and debt, and he had heard the messages coming through.  Support had been expressed for a Human Rights Council and a Peacebuilding Commission.  Speakers had asked for environmental issues to be integrated into strategies.  They had asked for action, for stronger language in the outcome document and for bold action by Member States at the Summit.  As the Deputy Secretary-General had noted at the opening of the session, the hearings represented a new step in the way the United Nations related to civil society.  With the leadership of the Assembly President and that of the Task Force that had assisted him, the two days had been a success.

General Assembly President JEAN PING (Gabon) said that Members had just participated in two days of fruitful discussion, and that he was even more convinced today that the hearings would be a milestone in the relationship between MemberStates and civil society organizations as a whole.  There was no doubt that the conclusions of the debate would contribute greatly to the consultations presently being held among Member States with a view to the high-level plenary in September.  He congratulated Member States for their active presence, often at the level of ambassadors, and for contributing to the interactive dialogue on the questions under discussion. 

He said he had taken note of the different perspectives and broad range of questions that had been tackled during the two-day meeting, some of which did not appear in the draft document presented to the General Assembly.  He added that it was important to point out that some of questions raised were already being discussed, and that Member States had to continue to examine them with careful regard to their specificity.  He also invited Member States to consider with interest every proposal raised so that efforts would be made to reach the broadest possible agreement on all the matters under consideration.
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