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INTRODUCTION

P.Crowley

Distinguished Guests, Distinguished Representatives of member Organisations,

Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family, I would like to cordially welcome you to our Full Committee Meeting here in the Vienna International Centre with the year 2004 coming to a close, a year in which we have observed the 10th of the International Year of the Family. 

It is a privilege for me as Chairperson to welcome Dr. Zhanat Kosmukhamedova, from the HIV/AIDS Unit of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and Dr. Renate Brosch from the Anton Proksch Institute in Vienna our two distinguished presenters in this International Forum on ‘HIV/AIDS and Families’.

Seven United Nations Conferences have stated that the Family is the basic unit of society and it hence follows that it is central to society. The immense contributions families make world-wide, to sustainable social development, and to the well-being of society in general, have reciprocally an influence on the well-being of families themselves.  Paradigmatic changes in society lead to similar changes in families and vice versa as each is interwoven with the other. It is speculated that there would be no society without families, but equally, no families without society.  

We are, I trust, however not meeting here today to simply engage in rhetoric, scare mongering, or to be judgmental, but to draw our attention to the influence HIV/AIDS is having on both families and societies and to reflect on, and consider, meaningful preventive measures and strategies to deal with the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS).

Mainstreaming the HIV/AIDS Issue 

There had been discussion in the run up to the 10th anniversary of the International Year of the Family (IYF) in 2004 as to whether the family issue should be mainstreamed. But since families are recognised as being central to society and not at its fringe, or seen as a tributary of the mainstream, it was regarded as sending out a false signal to develop a policy of mainstreaming the family issue. It may however be sending out the right signal to consider mainstreaming the issue of  HIV/AIDS, given its world-wide proportions and the effect on society, and in particular, on families. The fact of the matter is that the AIDS epidemic still continues to outgrow the world-wide response.

The first cases of HIV/AIDS emerged in 1981, which is only four years before the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family was founded, or to put this date into a further perspective, less than a generation ago, which is calculated as 25 years. In this short space of two and a half decades, already ca. 60 million people have been infected with the virus and 20 million have died since the first diagnosis in 1981, which is equivalent to the  population of Australia or twice the population of Portugal. In 2003 almost 5 million became newly infected with HIV, the greatest number in any one year since the beginning of the epidemic. 3.1 million have died from Aids in the past year, which is equivalent to more than 8.000 per day. 

 This of course is also affecting life expectancy, reducing it in some countries from 62 to 47 years. 12 African countries have an infection rate of more than 10% of the adult population and 7 of them with a rate of over 20%.  Botswana alone expects to have 20% of the children to be orphaned by the year 2010. 
A disturbing figure is that in Africa 10% of the virus infection is transferred from mother to child compared to only 1% in industrialised countries. In their joint review in 1998 of HIV transmission between mother and child, UNICEF/WHO/UNAIDS pointed out that the  actual risk of transfer, without intervention, is between 25-45%. This can occur at different stages, during birth and during the period of breast-feeding. They also urge that all women should have the right to know what their HIV status is.

World-Wide-Impact

Despite the above quoted statistics there is no such thing as an ‘African epidemic’ as there is a great diversity across the continent of Africa. The impact of  HIV is also not specific to Africa, as the ‘UNAIDS Epidemic Update for 2004’ shows, but is becoming a world-wide phenomenon. An estimated 7.4 million infected are living in Asia, which is home to 60% of the world’s population, so the fast growing Asian epidemic has huge implications globally. India has the largest number of people living with HIV outside South Africa with ca. 5 million, making India the second largest HIV/AIDS population world-wide. Our distinguished presenter Dr. Zhanat Kosmukhamedova, will be going into more detail on both Sub-Saharan Africa and Central and Eastern European Countries.  There were around 430.000 infected in the countries of the Caribbean Islands, and AIDS has become the leading cause of death among adults aged 15-44 years in this region and the epidemic there is mainly heterosexual. In Latin America 1.6 million are living with HIV and in the U.S.A there are ca. 950.000 infected, or just less that a million, and in western Europe it is estimated that there are 580.000 infected.

 So we are truly dealing with a world-wide development in the last 23 years, which as I said earlier is less that one generation.

Vulnerable Individuals

 The most vulnerable individuals in alphabetical order are children, commercial sex workers, drug addicted, ethnic minorities, homosexuals, migrants, the poor, women, and youth. Gender inequality can play a part through the reduced capacity to female self assertion. In general there are disproportionately more poor people affected by the virus. The illness of course further exacerbates their poverty.

Consequences of HIV/AIDS for Families

AIDS hinders development and is eroding decades of health, economic and social progress, contributing to and exacerbating food shortages. There is an increased burden on women through HIV/AIDS, as they usually end up bearing the brunt of the care of infected family members. 70% of rural African households are led by women often due to the absence of the male member of the house-hold because e.g. of emigration in search of employment.  When women become infected they are often rejected and may have their property seized when their husband dies.

Children are particularly affected by HIV/AIDS. In 2001 it was estimated that there were over 3 million children living with the virus and that 580.000 of them died that year. As the Report of a Consultative Meeting held by the United Nations Secretariat in New York last year states “…efforts to support children affected by the HIV/AIDS pandemic, in isolation of the family, have not been effective.” More than 14 million children, under 15 years of age, have lost one or both parents to the virus. Losing a parent to HIV/AIDS will surely have a traumatic affect on children, witnessing the suffering of their parents. 

In Zambia it is estimated that 130.000, or 15% of all house-holds, are being led by children, even between the age of 8 to 10. In Zimbabwe 70% of all child mortality cases younger than 5 are Aids related. In 2001 over 11,8 million young people world-wide, between the ages of 15 and 24, were living with the virus, with probably many more unaware that they were infected. Young people in that age bracket account for nearly half of all new HIV infections world-wide.

With the increasing loss of the parent or carer-generation to the virus, children are being cared for by grandparents, between whom there is no legal status, and in many cases the children end up caring instead for the grandparents who themselves have become frail and infirm. 

Another area affected by the HIV virus is the agricultural sector, which is essential for the well-being and self-sufficiency of developing countries and accounts for 24% of Africa’s gross domestic product, 40% of its foreign exchange earnings and 70% of its employment.  7 million rural workers in Africa have died since 1987. The Food and Agricultural Department of the United Nations (FAO), estimates that by the year 2020, 16 million rural workers will die, which would add up to ca. 25% of the rural working population.   Many of those ill, return to there native rural communities to be cared for, leading to a further burden on a perhaps already over-stretched community. Families are often forced to spend their limited resources, be it essential property or limited savings, to finance the care of the chronically ill with HIV/AIDS or to pay for funerals, which can correspond to a significant part of a years wages. AIDS care-related expenses can also absorb one-third of a household’s monthly income and as a result AIDS affected households are more likely to suffer severe poverty than non-affected households. The diagnosis of HIV is the equivalent of being condemned to death, as many have little hope of receiving treatment, which is beyond their financial resources. 

Globally AIDS is a significant obstacle to children achieving universal access to primary education by 2015 which is a key target of UNESCO’s Education for All Initiative and the United Nation’s Millennium Development Goals. In the world today 100 million children, 60 million of them girls, receive no primary education.  This is further exacerbated in the case of HIV/AIDS by the lack of funds for school fees, which instead have to be invested in the care of the virus infected.  

HIV/AIDS & Human Rights

HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis B are both transferred, as Weinrich & Benn point out, in similar ways, but it is HIV/AIDS that often leads to discrimination and not Hepatitis B. Today (December 10th 2004) we are also observing Human Rights Day. The United Nations Human Rights Commission in 2001 spoke out against the discrimination of someone because of the state of his or her health, including HIV/AIDS. We know that the right to health and to life are basic human rights, but recourse to care and treatment are not always guaranteed, especially to those suffering from HIV/AIDS. It is estimated that there is the need of anti-retroviral therapy for ca. 5.5 million HIV affected in developing countries, but that only 300.000, or 5%, have actual access, whereas 500.000 have access to it in western industrialised countries. A WHO and UNAIDS global initiative, referred to as ‘3 by 5’, to provide antiretroviral therapy to 3 million people with HIV in developing countries by the end of 2005, was launched in December 2003.

Prevention Strategies

As I stated at the beginning of my introduction we have not come here today just to engage in rhetoric, or to decry and leave it at that, but to reflect on positive preventative steps. One obvious step would be to strengthen the many preventative concepts and measures already in place, having carried out a review as to their efficacy.  UNAIDS in 2000 stresses that prevention needs the support of the political will, the active participation of communities, and ‘grass-roots’ initiatives, the inclusion of sufferers themselves in a preventative programme, communication and education on sexual and reproductive health, the creation of an enabling environment to help avoid infection, to involve role-models and to fight discrimination and stigmatisation, to take account of the Human Rights of those affected, and to above all break the silence that often surrounds HIV/AIDS. Experienced programmes show that the active participation of communities involving those infected, in partnership with civil society organisations and government institutions, working together to eliminate stigmatisation, incorporating an information and education programme, can go a long way to a meaningful preventive strategy.

Fighting what Belsey calls the ‘epidemic of silence’, that not seldom accompanies HIV/AIDS, is vitally important to any meaningful preventive measure.

UNAIDS is an excellent example of a strategy to include those suffering from the virus into its programme policy. UNAIDS comprises ten cosponsoring United Nations Agencies, UNICEF, UNDP, UNFPA, UNODC, ILO, UNESCO, FAO, WHO the World Bank and UNHCR, and it acts as an advisory agency for national HIV/AIDS strategies as well as being a representative of the interests of those affected by the disease. 

 Global spending on AIDS has increased 15 fold from US$300 million in 1996 to just under US$5 billion in 2003 which is estimated as less than half of what is needed.

Allow me to finish this brief introduction by commending the endeavours of many civil society organisations world-wide who are dealing with HIV/AIDS infected and affected on a daily basis and to thank the various United Nations agencies for their efforts. There was a special General Assembly meeting held in 2001 to urge member states to increase the resources available to deal with AIDS globally and it set specific targets in prevention and care.

HIV/AIDS in the United Nations Security Council

The United Nations Security Council first dealt with HIV/AIDS in 2000, which was its first meeting devoted to a health issue, instead of the more usual diplomatic, military, or political issues, underlining the importance and urgency of the debate.

World AIDS Day, observed around the world on December 1st, has become a significant focus  of public awareness globally, inspiring various creative activities in the concerted endeavours of  governments, civil society organisations, national, local and international organisations to develop and further a strategy to prevent further outbreak of this most debilitating illness affecting families and societies on a world-wide basis.

In summary it could perhaps be said, that HIV/AIDS is carried, from outside, into families, in an unknown number of cases, leading to transmission of the virus within families, which in turn can lead to members of the families being traumatised, and in many cases, to the implosion of the family, driving it into poverty, if not already there, reducing the life expectancy of the members, and the chances of a meaningful, even primary education of the children, absorbing the families resources and savings, denying, in many cases, both children and grandparents the care that is due to them.  The plight of the families in turn  affects their input into their communities and societies, hence leading to an impoverishment of their environment and, in many cases, of the wider economies. So the impact of  HIV/AIDS on families can lead to a vicious circle spiraling into a multifaceted impoverishment of its members and an increase in the poverty of the community and, not seldom, the societies in which they live. 
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Adults and Children estimated to be living with HIV/AIDS at the end of 2004

North America 




790,000 – 1,200,000

Caribbean




350,000 – 590,000 

Latin America




1,300,000 – 1,900,000

Western Europe



520,000 – 600,000

Eastern Europe and Central Asia

1,200,000 – 1,800,000

North Africa and Middle East


470,000 – 730,000

Sub-Saharan Africa



25,000,000 – 28,200,000

East Asia and Pacific



700,000 – 1,300,000

South and South East Asia


4,600,000 – 8,200,000

Australia & New Zealand


12,000 – 18,000

Total





35,900,000 – 44,300,000

Estimated Number of Adults and Children newly infected with HIV during 2004

North America




36,000 – 54,000

Caribbean




45,000 – 80,000

Latin America




120,000 –180,000

Western Europe



30,000 – 40,000

Eastern Europe and Central Asia

180,000 – 280,000

North Africa and Middle East


43,000 – 67,000

Sub-Saharan Africa



3,0 – 3,4 million

East Asia and Pacific



150,000 – 270,000

South and South East Asia


610,000 – 1,1 million

Australia & New Zealand


700,000 – 1,000,000

Total 





4,3 – 6,4 million

Estimated Adult and Child Deaths from HIV/AIDS during 2004

North America




12,000 – 18,000

Caribbean




30,000 – 50,000

Latin America




49,000 – 70,000

Western Europe



2,600 – 3,400

Easter Europe and Central Asia


23,000 – 37,000

North Africa and Middle East


36,000 – 50,000

Sub-Saharan Africa



2,2 – 2,4 million

East Asia and Pacific 



32,000 – 58,000

South and South East Asia


330,000 – 590,000 

Australia & New Zealand


<100,000

Total





2,8 – 3,5 million

There were about 14,000 new HIV infections a day in 2004

of which:

· More than 95% are in developing countries;

· 2,000 are in children under 15 years of age;

· About 12,000 are in persons aged 15 – 49 years, of whom: 

almost 50% are women,

about 50% are 15 – 24 year olds.

Facts and Figures

Women and girls are particularly vulnerable to HIV infection and to the impact of AIDS. Around half of all people living with HIV in the world are female.

The rate of HIV infection among young people worldwide is growing rapidly – 67% of newly infected individuals in the developing world are young people aged between 15 and 24 years. The escalating risk is especially evident among young women and girls (15-24 years), who make up 64% of the young people in developing countries living with HIV or AIDS.

Globally, young women and girls are more susceptible to HIV than men and boys, with studies showing they can be 2.5 times more likely to be HIV-infected as their male counterparts. In sub-Saharian Africa girls and young women are twice as likely to be HIV infected as young men, with up to six times the infection rate of their male peers in parts of the sub-region. In some parts of eastern and southern Africa, more than one-third of teenage girls are infected with HIV. This trend is also emerging in some Caribbean countries.

So far 30 million people have died of AIDS since the epidemic began and more than 40 million people are currently infected. In underdeveloped countries six million people with HIV/AIDS need antiretroviral treatment immediately, while women and children make up a large proportion of those who need care, treatment and support. 

Women are twice as likely as men to contract HIV from a single act of unprotected sex, but they remain dependent on male cooperation to selfprotect them from infection. In addition, all over the world women are expected to take the lead in domestic work and provide care to family members. HIV and AIDS have significantly increased the burden of care for many women. Poverty and poor public services have also combined with AIDS to turn the care burden for women into a crisis with far-reaching social, health and economic consequences.




AIDS intensifies the feminization of poverty, particularly in hard-hit countries, and disempowers women. Entire families are also affected as vulnerability increases when women’s time caring for the sick is taken away from other productive tasks within the household.

In high prevalence countries, girls’ enrolment in school has decreased in the past decade. Girls are the first to be pulled out of school to care for sick relatives or to look after younger siblings. HIV/AIDS is threatening recent positive gains in basic education and disproportionately affecting girls' primary school enrolments. Going to school is protective. Education is one of the key defences against the spread of HIV and the impact of AIDS and the evidence for this is growing.

Multiple Vulnerabilities… Why?

The decision to focus on women and girls came naturally; they are significantly more vulnerable to HIV.  The tragedy of this group is that women and girls, who are infected with HIV or at great risk of becoming infected, do not practice high-risk behavior – they are victims of the pandemic, of other people’s behaviors and of poor socio-economic conditions.

A variety of factors increase the vulnerability of women and girls to HIV: 

Biological - larger mucosal surface; microlesions which can occur during intercourse may be entry points for the virus; very young women even more vulnerable in this respect. 

Social and cultural - women are not expected to discuss or make decisions about sexuality; they cannot request, insist on using a condom or any form of protection; if they refuse sex or request condom use, they often risk abuse, as there is a suspicion of infidelity; the many forms of violence against women mean that sex is often coerced which is itself a risk factor 

for HIV infection; women are expected to have relations with or marry older men, who are more experienced, and more likely to be infected. Men are seeking younger and younger partners in order to avoid infection and in the belief that sex with a virgin cures AIDS and other diseases. 

Economical - financial or material dependence on men means that women cannot control when, with whom and in what circumstances they have sex; many women have to exchange sex for material favours, for daily survival. 
HIV Prevention Efforts

HIV prevention efforts are failing in women and girls as they continue to be infected with HIV – across the world many women infected through heterosexual sex were infected by their husbands or long-term partners. Marriage is no protection against HIV. Across the developing world, the majority of women will be married by age 20 and have higher rates of HIV than their unmarried, sexually active peers. 

The “ABC” slogan (abstain, be faithful, consistently use a condom) is the mainstay of many HIV prevention programmes. But for too many women and girls, this message holds no weight. Where sexual violence is widespread, abstention or insisting on condom use is not a realistic option. Because of their lack of social and economic power, many women and girls are unable to negotiate relationships based on abstinence, faithfulness and use of condoms. Across the world, between one fifth and a half of all girls and young women report that their first sexual encounter was forced. 

In some of the regions worst-affected by AIDS, more than half of girls aged 15 to 19 have either never heard about AIDS or have at least one major misconception about how HIV is transmitted. 

AIDS Orphans

AIDS has orphaned at least 10.4 million children currently under 15 (that is, they have lost their mother or both parents to the epidemic). The total number of children orphaned by the epidemic since it began— 13.2 million—is forecast to more than double by 2010.

AIDS-related deaths caused some 2.3 million children to become orphans (at the rate of 1 every 14 seconds) in 2000. UNICEF estimates that up to a third of those children were less than five years old.

Women’s Property and Inheritance Rights in the Context of HIV/AIDS

Around the world, issues of access to, ownership of, and control over land, housing, and other property are enshrined in many national constitutions and international human rights documents. Despite the proliferation of property and inheritance laws and rights, women and girls – particularly in the developing world – are denied this right. 

In many countries, women’s rights to land and property are attained primarily through marriage. If the marriage ends, women’s rights to land or home may end as well. While property and inheritance rights are important for women generally, they take on dramatically increased importance in the context of HIV and AIDS. 

There is growing evidence to suggest that upholding female property and inheritance rights helps mitigate negative economic consequences of AIDS experienced by women and their households. Evidence also suggests that it can help prevent the spread of HIV by promoting women’s economic security and empowerment, thereby reducing their vulnerability to domestic violence, unsafe sex, and other AIDS-related risk factors. 

Conversely, discriminatory inheritance practices have negative consequences for AIDS affected households. Widows suffer partial or total loss of assets, including their land and homes, to relatives of the deceased spouse leaving such households destitute and more vulnerable to further consequences of HIV and AIDS.

Girls and Education

An estimated 104 million primary school-aged children were not enrolled in school at the turn of the millennium with girls making up 57 percent of the total. Girls are also more likely than boys to fail to complete secondary education because of early marriage, pregnancy and care duties at home. In high prevalence countries, girls’ enrolment in school has decreased in the past decade. Girls are the first to be pulled out of school to care for sick relatives or to look after younger siblings. HIV/AIDS is threatening recent positive gains in basic education and disproportionately affecting girls' primary school enrolments. 

Going to school is protective. Education is one of the key defences against the spread of HIV and the impact of AIDS and the evidence for this is growing. While ensuring girls are in school is important to reducing overall vulnerability, it is insufficient without specific measures to provide information, skills and links with school-community services. 

Girls who stay longer in school and receive education on life skills and sexuality benefit from delayed sexual debut, increased HIV prevention knowledge and condom use rates among those already sexually active, and improved understanding of HIV testing.

Priority Actions

· Collapse the bridge of infection between older men and younger women and girls…

· Increase HIV/AIDS awareness,

· Develop options for female controlled HIV prevention methods,

· Create economic and social opportunities,

· Condole and eradicate violence against women and girls,

· Protect the female enrolment figures in school and non-formal life skill education programmes

· Protect the human rights of women….

Strengthen legal protection for women’s property and inheritance rights

Ensure that they have equitable access to HIV care and prevention services

· Stop premising programmes on good-will and resilience of women and girls…

Remember they do more than their fair share of the caring for the sick and orphaned

· Of course bringing men and boys on board as equal partners

Fighting HIV/AIDS and making sure it is a battle that both woman and girls can also take on, requires not only prevention, but also true empowerment of women and girls through education of men, woman, boys and girls. This is where the UN is presently focusing.

Thank you

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

HIV Infection and AIDS - 


What Does it Mean for Family Systems in Central Europe?

Renate Brosch

Anton Proksch Institute

Vienna

All states of HIV infection and AIDS involve families and relationships within them. HIV infection and AIDS are a big challenge both to the functioning of communication within families and to the need to develop coping strategies in all family systems. Above all they are a challenge to communication. The different stages range from, the possibility of infection, to a first test, to confirmation of an infection, to the length of the illness and weakness that ends in the cessation of life. 
HIV - AIDS always means suffering. Primarily it does not bring with it new positive impulses or qualities. Affected people suffer from strong emotions like anger, fear, hate sorrow, sadness, anxiety, hopelessness. They have to cope with the loss of all their ideas, plans and dreams concerning their life.  When they get ill they suffer from different various symptoms and diseases, pain and physical stress. In their social life they are mostly confronted with social isolation and loss of contact. They have to be prepared to leave their families, children and partner, if necessary. Mostly young people and children are infected and they have to cope with early death. Almost none of them will have an average life span.

HIV-Infections in Austria
As an example of a country in Central Europe the following figures show the situation in Austria. In the year 2003 the amount of newly registered infections in Austria was 317. In the year 2004 there have been 364 newly registered infections in the first 9 months, with 450 infections projected for the end of the year. About 12.000 to 15.000 people are infected and most of them, about 6.000 to 7.500, live in Vienna. The proportion of women to men is about 1:2. At present there are about one to two new infections every day. From 1983 to October 29, 2004, 2.389 persons have suffered or are suffering from AIDS, and 1.382 have already died. At present 1.007 AIDS-patients are receiving medical treatment.

The gender distribution of infected people shows the risk groups involved: 21% of all infected are women, 36,5 % of the infected women belong to the group of injecting drug users, almost half of the group, 44,8 %, are simply sexually active heterosexual women. 79% of all infected are male. Assigned into male risk groups, there are 21,3 % drug users, 44,7 % are homosexual and only 11,2 % became infected through heterosexual intercourse.

In Austria there are about 1 million tests carried out per year. The number of tests is impressive but does not always reach the real target groups. It is also general practice in Austria to test all blood donors, among them mostly elder people with no specific risk behaviour. Since 1998 the number of new diagnosed infections is continuously increasing, with the number of heterosexually infected people increasing fastest of all.

Affected Children and Parents
Affected children and parents are a huge challenge for all societies. As more women of childbearing age become HIV infected and ill, more families and children become involved. The burden and the tragedy receive a new dimension, when parents become infected and children have to bear the impact of the situation. When children are infected, they have to adapt to their chronic illness, perhaps for the rest of their lives. When both generations are infected in a family, the difficulties are magnified further.

The problem occurs on different levels. It strongly affects the relationships and interaction between family members on the level of the couple, between the woman and man. It affects the level of parents and children, as well as siblings, and of course, as part of the social network, other generations also become involved such as grandparents and grandchildren or further relatives.

The diagnosis is the initial crisis in partnership and families. When first confronted with the HIV-infection of a family member, lifestyle secrets or private habits may become evident with the results of the test. Feelings such as, surprise, shame, guilt or contempt, aggression, fear, grief and sorrow occur in everyone, who gets to know the result of the test.

Living with AIDS in western countries means a long time period. Medical treatment has improved by HAART (highly active antiretroviral therapy = combination therapy) but living with AIDS remains difficult. Despite all therapy offers available, everyone confronted with HIV faces a great deal of physical, psychic, social, economic and also spiritual challenges 

The outcome of the infection of one of the partners can be a heavy burden for relationships and friendships. Many of them do not survive the disclosure of HIV status. Almost all of the infected people are afraid of that development. So some keep their HIV status secret, but are at the same time expressing continued intimacy in their partnerships. When they become ill with AIDS, it means; illness, treatment and side effects, depression, changes in their personal and social lifestyles and relationships.

Partnership and HIV
Sexuality has a very important function for personal well-being and self esteem. In a relationship with one partner being infected with HIV, there is always a high rate of sexual dysfunction. Feelings of vulnerability and infectiveness occur. Sexual attitudes and behaviour can be radically changed. Many relations are damaged by these burdens. 

Problems are often intensified by the excessive use of alcohol or drugs. So for many HIV infected people finding „any“ partner to have sex with is their greatest task. People with HIV worry or don’t worry at all about their own capability to infect others. Some try to infect as many sexual partners as possible as a pathological coping strategy. Symptoms of the diseases, treatment which can result in side effects, or changes in personal appearance, impact on their sexual confidence and decrease their sexual needs.

Being parents while infected with HIV is another burden. The needs of children to have long lasting relationships is deeply felt by parents infected with HIV. To take care of children always means giving emotional and physical effort, even for healthy parents. The impact of the illness, including treatment side effects such as depression, fatigue and lack of energy, can be overwhelming for infected parents.

The illness of their parents can force children, on the other hand, to take up the role of caretaker in their family – neglecting the needs of their age group and the pleasures of childhood. Infected parents often feel guilty, sad and regretful for that. When parents are admitted to hospital, child care must be guaranteed. Adult caretakers are often driven by the desire to protect the health of their children and to ensure that they can lead a “normal” life.

Poverty
One characteristic problem of families affected with HIV is POVERTY

So basic needs of all families such as:

· Food

· Shelter

· Clothing

· Child Education 

Should be guaranteed.

Many families become poor through their illness and with them their children. Problems are even intensified for people seeking asylum and for migrants.

Talking with Children about AIDS

The process of telling children and young people about HIV and the full meaning and implication of the disease is a major challenge for concerned families. The key is to talk about HIV as a relaxed and easy part of every day conversation when necessary or when children ask about it. Care givers should talk about the facts, considering the age and maturity of the child, and include related subjects like sexuality, friendship, love, health, while respecting the privacy of the child.

Children learning about AIDS
There are some guidelines, depending on the ages of the children, that can help in talking about this problem.  At the age of three to five years, the questions of children will be as open and frank as possible. They are interested in sex organs and everything dealing with it, they learn a manner to talk about it, and they may play „doctor“ games. It is important for them to learn, that AIDS is not a punishment for e.g. „doctor“ games, wetting the bed (enuresis) or other personal and private attitudes. Specific questions about AIDS should be answered in a simple and straight forward way. Children should of course not be overwhelmed with biological or medical details. At the age of five to seven years, they begin to take care of their own bodies, health and safety, They are more aware of themselves and have “sexy” thoughts about friends and relatives. At this age they should be reassured that AIDS is not a punishment for their feelings or experiences.
Talking about HIV with Teenagers

Adolescence is a period of change, but not necessarily of stress. Teenagers are in a period of risk taking and experimentation, and this is part of normal adolescence. Adolescents form about approx. 20% of our society, but more than 50% of new infections with HIV. Most infected young people don’t about know about their infection!

Many young people take high risks in sexual behaviour. There are increasing rates of infection with HIV and other STDs among people under the age of 25. Many adolescents are highly sensitive to peer pressure. Only one exposure can cause HIV – and this is very often not realised. Extreme risk behaviour or AIDS anxiety is often shown by abused children, e.g. illegal homosexual or heterosexual prostitution.

When talking about HIV and its risks with teenagers, honesty is the best policy. The “peer group” is very important BUT should NOT be the only source of knowledge about sexuality, drugs, homosexuality or other important topics. Mostly adolescents don’t identify with death, illness or life-long consequences of what they are doing. If necessary, they can be a great support for their families, when they know why and how to do so.

Teenagers can be motivated to take good care of themselves. They should know safer drug use rules and safer sex rules. Male adolescents should learn to use condoms BEFORE they really need it. In general they all need information AND support to cope with the dangers.

A general recommendation for affected parents is to communicate with their children, with other family members and significant others. If patients are reluctant to communicate, this should be respected, and it has to be taken into consideration when patients are transferred to medical or psycho-social institutions.

Co-Morbidity and Multiple Problems

Specific situations and problems of infected persons are very often one or more of the following items:
· Substance abuse

· Domestic violence

· Sexual abuse

· Illegal prostitution

· Neglect of children and adolescents

· Homelessness

· Psychiatric problems, like Psychosis or Personality Disorders

All of these problems demand additional specific and professional help and treatment.

Safer sex

Many people throughout the world know the guidelines for so called ‘safer sex’. When it comes to sexual contacts many of them never think of the risks involved and about protection guidelines. So it might be useful to think about emotions that encourage young people to take risks with their sexuality, even if they know about the risk of infection. Feelings of passion, shame, embarrassment, insecurity, fear of losing one‘s partner, anger, shyness, low self-esteem, grief, the need to be wanted, the desire to be ‘swept off their feet’ are some of the most important reasons not to protect themselves. Risk taking is facilitated or increased by the effects of drugs or alcohol.
Women as Key Persons  

AIDS has become a women‘s epidemic world wide. Women are exposed more than men to infection after a single exposure. The anatomical condition of the female  increases the risks of becoming infected with STD and AIDS. Girls, and young women especially, are definitely more susceptible. Psycho-social conditions can contribute to the risks involved, without acting as a protecting factor, and in most cases even aggravate them!

Social and Economic Inequities to Women
The most common risk factor is a relationship with a male. Women may influence, but often cannot control the sexual and drug using habits of their partners. Violence, coercion, rape, economic dependency reduce their possibilities of reducing risks. Many cultures and societies discourage girls and women to learn about their bodies and to become sexually self-assured. Women are often culturally encouraged to leave decision making to men, e.g. with regard to condom use. Men on the other hand in many societies are socially encouraged to have many sexual partners. The number of commercial sex workers is increasing because of the social and financial inequality of women, and their conditions are humiliating for them.

So HIV-Infection and AIDS exacerbate the injustice, as well as the negative psychic, physical, social and economic conditions women are suffering under.

Prevention Strategies

All people need information and strategies to deal with denial, repression and inequity. Information target groups should be women, all sexually active people, especially children, adolescents and young people. High risk groups, e.g. homo- bisexual men, drug users, sex workers, sex tourists must also be reached by specific programs and interventions.

To cope with HIV and all its consequences on the personal, medical and social level it will need a broad and open minded understanding of the issues involved and a strengthened network and many helping hands throughout the world.

From the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family

ANNUAL REPORT 2004

PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES

In two Full Committee Meetings representatives of the 42 International Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs), who are members of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family, and 23 associate member organisations, discussed various institution-building projects and activities and approved the proposed Plan of Action for 2004. The Board of the Committee worked out a schedule for its implementation, which was realised in co-operation with the support of the member organisations of the Committee and their representatives. The world wide network of non-governmental organisations, research and university institutes, government agencies and individuals continues to be, not only a beneficiary of interactive  exchange, but is in many cases, directly involved in the work of the Committee. 

The following projects were realised in 2004

1. Families International

Four  issues, Nos. 50 – 53 of the Quarterly Bulletin of the Committee, including a special issue with the Report on Proceedings of the 10th International Seminar entitled ‘Civil Society Organisations Networking – Interactive Internet Forums’, and special features on The United Nations Commission for Social Development and the Report of the United Nations Secretary-General to the 59th Session of the General Assembly on the Preparations for and Observance of the 10th anniversary of the International Year of the Family were published. The Board of the Committee has set up, with the support of the network, an up-dated anti-virus secure mailing list to send Families International via e-mail to 80% of the recipients of Families International.

2. International Seminar to observe the 10th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family &  the International Day of Families 2004

The theme of the Day for the year 2004 was “The 10th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family: A Framework for Action”. The Statement of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Mr. Kofi Annan, on the above mentioned theme was distributed to the international network of the Committee. To observe both the International Day of Families 2004 and the 10th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family in 2004 the Committee organised, within a Full Committee Meeting, an International Seminar, with the support of the Austrian Federal Ministry for Social Security, Generations and Consumer Protection, at the United Nations Vienna International Centre from 6-7 May 2004, entitled “Civil Society Organisations Networking Interactive Internet Forums”, for which 64 participants, from 18 countries registered, and included presentations from Prof. Mervyn Frost, Centre of International Relations, Kings College London, Ms Nasra Hassan, Chief of the Public Affairs and Interagency Branch of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in Vienna, Dr. Anna Home, Department of Politics and International Relations, University of Kent, Canterbury, England, Mr. Bob Huber, Chief of the Generational Issues and Integration Section, of the Division for Social Policy and Development with the United Nations in New York, Mr. Paul Reinker and Mr. Tobias Gersdorf of the Internet company Reinker & Gersdorf and Prof. Dr. Jan A.G.M. van Dijk, Chair of Sociology of the Information Society, University of Twente, The Netherlands. The International Seminar was formally opened by Dr. Georg Mayer from the Austrian Federal Ministry for Social Security, Generations and Consumer Protection and the Chairperson of the Committee. The participants of the seminar were welcomed by the Mayor of Vienna at a civic reception hosted by the City of Vienna in the Vienna City Hall.

3. International Forum on HIV/AIDS and Families

An International Forum on HIV/AIDS and Families was organised by the Committee with a presentations by Dr. Renate Brosch, Anton Proksch Institute, Vienna, Dr. Zhanat Kosmukhamedova, HIV/AIDS Unit, Global Challenges Section, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, and Peter Crowley Chairperson of the Committee, during a 2nd Full Committee Meeting at the United Nations Vienna International Centre on Dec. 10th 2004. The Proceedings of the Forum will be published in the Quarterly Bulletin ‘Families International’.

4. Co-operation with the United Nations Organisation

(a)  Active participation at the 42nd Session of the Commission for Social Development (CSD) in New York in February 2004 which focused on  the Follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development in 1995 and the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly in 2000.

(b) Presentation of an international NGO Statement which was prepared by the members of the Committee and signed by international member organisations before becoming an official document of the CSD 2004. 

(c) Presentation of an oral statement by the Chairperson of the Committee to the CSD.

(d) Resulting out of the participation of the Chairperson in a consultative meeting of international and regional NGOs set up by the United Nations Secretariat in New York, to implement a resolution of the United Nations General Assembly to observe the 10th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family (IYF) in 2004 “it was agreed to prepare a study, under the chairmanship of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family, on the positive contributions of  civil society to the well-being of families since 1994. The study will be submitted to the General Assembly in 2004, at its fifty-ninth session”. (cf. Report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to the General Assembly - A/57/139, 2002). This study was published in book form with the financial support of the United Nations Trust Fund on Family Activities under the title: ‘Documenting Contributions of Civil Society Organisations to the Well-Being of Families’, edited by P. Crowley, Chairperson of the Committee and was submitted to the special session of the 59th General Assembly of the United Nations on Dec. 6th 2004 to officially observe the 10th anniversary of the International Year of the Family. The United Nations Secretary General referred to this publication in his Report to the 59th Session of the General Assembly (A/59/176, 2004 www.un.org/59/documention/list1.html ). The contents of the book, which also includes a comparative perspective of international, national and local family-oriented civil society organisations enhancing social justice are also available online at: www.10yearsIYF.org
(e) “In addition the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family and the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations (DESA) have agreed to set up an Interactive-Internet-Forum with the support of international NGOs in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC) to prepare a report on (a) past and present projects carried out for families since 1994 by each international NGO: and (b) plans of each international NGO to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family in 2004. Each NGO willing to join will receive a user identity code thereby enabling it to set up its own section of the web site using a uniform format, applicable to all network members. Categories will be formed according to the substantive issues addressed by the international NGOs, such as education, health promotion, and HIV/Aids. Search engines will seek out organisations clustered in these categories. Each participating organisation can make use of an interactive online conference and discussion board. Information specific to each of the participating organisations, can be updated by each organisation itself. This Interactive Internet Forum will provide a focused channel of communication once created, and encourage civil society organisations to establish partnerships with Governments and international organisations.” (cf. Report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to the 41st session of the Commission for Social Development www.un.org/esa/socdev/csd/2003.htm). The Forum, set up by the Committee at www.10yearsIYF.org went online on January 5th 2004, with the financial support of Siemens and 24 International NGOs in consultative status with ECOSOC and has since been joined by 7 further international NGOs and been visited, on average, on over 80 occasions per week during the course of 2004.

(f) Participation by the Chairperson of the Committee on a panel in the United Nations on May 13th 2004 in New York entitled: “The Family Today: Emerging Issues on the International Agenda (In Observance of the 10th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family)” along with Jose Antonio Ocampo, United Nations Under-Secretary-General, Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations, Claude A. Allen, Deputy Secretary, United States Department of Health and Human Services, Ms Aster Zaoude, Senior Gender and Development Advisor, Bureau for Development Policy of the United Nations Development Policy. The Chairperson of the Committee made an address on the development of civil society to the present day and presented the members of the panel with a copy of the above mentioned book.

(g) Preparation and submission of an INGO Statement to the 43rd  Session of the Commission for Social Development, February 9th to 18th 2005, at the United Nations in New York, which will consider the priority theme ‘Follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development and the twenty- fourth special session of the General Assembly.’

(h) Participation by Ms Nasra Hassan, Chief of the Public Affairs and Interagency Branch of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in Vienna and Mr. Bob Huber, Chief of the Generational Issues and Integration Section, of the Division for Social Policy and Development with the United Nations in New York, in the above mentioned 10th International Seminar, and by Dr. Zhanat Kosmukhamedova, HIV/AIDS Unit, Global Challenges Section, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in Vienna, in the above mentioned International Forum on HIV/AIDS and Families.

5. Web Site and Home Page of the Committee  www.viennafamilycommittee.org
The Board of the Committee commissioned the setting up of a web site home page, which went online in April 2001, to widen the impact of the information exchange in which the Committee is also engaged and to help heighten the awareness of and focus on the observance of the tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family in 2004. The Web-site can further be used as an instrument of interactive communication within the projects and numerous networks of the Committee, as well as being a medium to increase the membership of the Committee. It also offers the opportunity of cutting costs of the Committee, by offering the possibility to readers of the Committee’s Quarterly Bulletin, ‘Families International,’ to download it from the Internet. User statistics show that the Committee web site was visited on average 115 times per week during 2004. Funding for the Home-page was obtained from the Austrian Federal Ministry for Social Affairs Generations and Consumer Protection.

6. Building Networks of Family-Oriented Civil Society Organisations World Wide

Establishment of  the Interactive-Internet-Forum  www.civilsocietynetworks.org 

A special section of the Committee web site had become an Interactive-Internet Forum for over 90 NGOs in the Eastern African Countries (EAC) of Kenya, Somalia, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia & Zimbabwe to interchange with each other at will and with the help of a coded password to update their own section of the Home page. This information, including a descriptive sociological analysis and an automatically renewable statistical index of the data from the organisations, was also already available to all visitors who clicked into the Committee home-page. A similar Interactive-Internet-Forum had further been installed within the web site of the Committee to include 50 civil society organisations in 13 Central and Eastern European Countries (CEEC). An analysis of the contributions that all these participating civil society organisations in EAC and CEEC make to the well-being of families, was commissioned by the Committee, carried out by a researcher from the Department of Politics and International Relations, University of Kent, Canterbury, England, and published in the book mentioned in paragraph 4(d). 

A recommendation was made by a working group of the 10th International Seminar (cf. paragraph 2.) to open up the interactive-Internet-Forums in EAC and CEEC to a world-wide participation and the Committee commissioned the setting up of an Interactive-Internet-Forum at:

 www.civilsocietynetworks.org which would be open to civil society organisations globally including family-oriented NGOs, academic and research institutions. The Committee further commissioned that preparations be made to make accommodation in this new web site for interactive facilitating soft ware such as, search engines, internal e-mail conference facilities and discussion boards, as well as links to relevant international organisations, offering each organisation the possibility to present itself to a world-wide readership through the presentation of its own individual profile. Membership in all interactive Forums set up by the Committee is free of charge to participating civil society organisations and is open to all interested family-oriented organisations world-wide.

Centrality of  Families to Society and Sustainable Social Development

Seven United Nations Conferences have stated that the Family is the basic unit of society and it hence follows that families are central to society. The immense contributions families make world-wide, to sustainable social development, and to the well-being of society in general, have reciprocally an influence on the well-being of families themselves.  Paradigmatic changes in families lead to similar changes in society and vice versa as each is interwoven with the other. Families are appropriately being increasingly appreciated by governments and international organisations for their central role in society and are being decreasingly perceived as a further social grouping needing support. The Committee has endeavoured to continue to facilitate local, national and international family-oriented civil society organisations in institution-building networking, in partnership with academic institutions, governments, international, national and local organisations, in order to further the endeavours to achieve sustainable social development for the well-being of families and society world-wide. 

Elections to the Board of the Committee

The Rules of Procedure of the Committee foresee elections being held every three years for officers and members of the Board of the Committee and that no position can be held for more than two consecutive periods. The following Board was elected in December 2004:

Michael Schwarz, (Chairperson), Peter Crowley, (Deputy Chairperson), Maria Helene Paes, (Secretary), Monika Hummel, (Deputy Secretary), Ceja Gregor-Hu, (Treasurer) and Tony Gauci, Thomas Kloiber and Eva Matt as Board members.
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PROPOSED PLAN OF ACTION 2005

1. SERVICE TO THE INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR INFORMATION EXCHANGE

a) FAMILIES INTERNATIONAL ( QUARTERLY BULLETIN OF THE VIENNA NGO COMMITTEE ON THE FAMILY): EXPANDING THE INFORMATION EXCHANGE VALUE OF THE PUBLICATION IN OUR WORLD-WIDE NETWORK OF  PARTICIPANTS THROUGH:

a. SPECIAL FEATURES ON FAMILY ISSUES &  POLICIES

b. NEWS FROM THE UNITED NATIONS RELEVANT TO FAMILIES & FAMILY-ORIENTED ORGANISATIONS

c. NEWS FROM THE VIENNA NGO COMMITTEE ON THE FAMILY

d. FAMILY RELATED CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATION NEWS

e. RECENT AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS

f. PUBLICATIONS - PERIODICALS AND MAGAZINES 

g. INTRODUCTION OF FAMILY-ORIENTED ORGANISATIONS  

h. REFLECTIONS ON THE HISTORY AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE COMMITTEE

a) INTERACTIVE INTERNET FORUMS

b) IMPROVING FUNCTIONALITY AND USABILITY OF INTERACTIVE INTERNET FORUMS

c) INTRODUCTION OF SEARCH ENGINE FOR WWW.CICILSOCIETYNETWORKS.ORG

d) BUILDING OF UNIFIED DESIGN FOR ALL INTERACTIVE INTERNET FORUMS

e) INTEGRATING FORMER FORUMS IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES (CEEC) AND EASTERN AFRICAN COUNTRIES (EAC)  INTO SINGLE WORLD -WIDE FORUM: WWW.CICILSOCIETYNETWORKS.ORG

f) SCIENTIFIC EVALUATION OF DEVELOPMENT OF INTERACTIVE INTERNET FORUMS

2.
COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS

a) COOPERATION WITH THE PROGRAMME ON THE FAMILY WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS (DESA) 

b) PARTICIPATION IN THE COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT (CSD)  2005 IN NEW YORK

c) SUBMISSION OF JOINT INGO WRITTEN STATEMENT PREPARED BY THE COMMITTEE

3.
OBSERVANCE OF 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF FOUNDATION OF VIENNA NGO COMMITTEE ON THE FAMILY

a) SPECIAL ISSUE OF FAMILIES INTERNATIONAL WITH CONTRIBUTIONS BY FORMER CHAIRPERSONS; UNITED NATIONS OFFICIALS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF GOVERNMENTS

b) INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR IN VIENNA

c) INVITATION OF CONTRIBUTIONS BY MEMBER ORGANISATIONS

d) INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES

4.
 PROJECTS OF THE COMMITTEE
a) INTERNET FORUMS



COORDINATOR: PETER CROWLEY

b) FAMILIES INTERNATIONAL



EXECUTIVE EDITOR: 
EVA MATT



EDITORIAL COMMITTEE:
PETER CROWLEY







MICHAEL SCHWARZ

c) OBSERVANCE OF 20th ANNIVERSARY OF THE COMMITTEE



COORDINATOR: MICHAEL SCHWARZ

d) COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT



COORDINATOR: ROSINA SANTA OLALLA

e) DATABASES OF THE COMMITTEE



COORDINATOR: MONIKA HUMMEL

f) FINANCES



COORDINATOR: CEJA GREGOR-HU

VIENNA NGO COMMITTEE ON THE FAMILY

FULL COMMITTEE MEETING

UNITED NATIONS

VIENNA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

MONDAY May 2nd, 2005

CONFERENCE ROOM II

	INTERNATIONAL FORUM


10.00-11.00:               “Transnational Grassroots Cooperation for Families”

Doraja Eberle,

Member of the Government of Salzburg

Founder of grassroots project “Farmers helping Farmers”

11.00 – 11.30:  Coffee Break

11.30 – 12.00: Discussion with Doraja Eberle

Doraja Eberle is a Member of the Government of Salzburg and Founder of the much appraised grassroots project “Farmers helping Farmers”. This project was able to build almost 600 houses in the area of former Yugoslavia and give other important help to people living in the Balkans. More information on this project may be obtained beforehand on the website http://www.bhb.sbg.at/ (only in German).

The following statement was drafted by the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family and signed by a number of member organisations

Commission for Social Development

Forty Third Session 

9-18 February 2005

Item 3(b) (iv) of the provisional agenda:

Tenth anniversary of the 

International Year of the Family and beyond

Statement

We the undersigned international non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council,

Recall that:

The World Summit for Social Development was held in Copenhagen in March 1995 under three core themes: poverty, employment and social integration.

Family issues were addressed by the Summit and are incorporated in the Copenhagen Declaration and the Programme of Action; the words family or families are repeated no less than thirty-seven times. The Programme of Action particularly says that “the family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened. It is entitled to receive comprehensive protection and support. In different cultural, political and social systems, various forms of the family exist. Marriages must be entered into with the free consent of the intending spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners”.

(Programme of Action, chapter 4, Social Integration – G. Social integration and family responsibilities,  paragraph 80). 


The twenty-fourth Special Session of the General Assembly states: “There has been continued recognition that the family is the basic unit of society and that it plays a key role in social development and is a strong force of social cohesion and integration”.

(Twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly, resolution S-24/2. Further initiatives for social development, Social integration, paragraph 25).


Recognize that:


In operative paragraph 1. of the draft resolution recommended by the Economic and Social Council for adoption by the General Assembly, entitled “Celebration of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family and beyond”, the Council notes “that the follow-up to the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family is an integral part of the agenda and the multi-year programme of work of the Commission for Social Development until 2006” (Report of the forty-second session of the Commission for Social Development 4-13 February 2004, Economic and Social Council, official records 2004, supplement nº 6 – E/2004/26 E/CN.5/2004/8).


In Copenhagen the World Summit for Social Development formulated policies and measures to alleviate poverty, to expand productive employment and to enhance social integration. 


Based on ten solemn commitments, the Declaration states that the goals and objectives of social development require continuous efforts to reduce and eliminate major sources of social distress and instability for the family and for society. 


The  Programme of Action calls for fostering policies that address various aspects of family life, such as enabling people to combine their remunerated work with their family responsibilities; recognizes the central role of the family in social integration and calls for equal partnership between men and women in the family, community life and society.

Underscore that: 


Peace, economy, the environment, social justice and democracy are viewed as integral parts of development; at their centre is “the person”, and around the person is the family. When various families interact, society is born. So we have: the person – the family – society.


The strength of society lies essentially on the vitality and resilience of the family.

Families, historically, perform a fundamental role in the process of socialization and education and, because of their primacy, have a significant long-term influence on a child’s personality and future life.


Home is the primary place where family members receive emotional care, experience intimacy, understanding and support in a world that is often unpredictable, hurtful and insensitive. It is a place where people return to regularly for nurturing, comfort and the reduction of tension.


People with special needs, especially the disabled, bring an added enriched dimension to human experience; but not seldom, because of their special needs, also add extra burdens on families.


Families offer a comprehensive and, at the same time, synthesized approach to social issues and problems, since the family represents the fullest reflection, at the grass-root levels, of the strengths and weaknesses of the social environment. There should, therefore, be an integrated approach to social development through the family.

We, hence, suggest that:


Flexible working hours be afforded as a way to foster the sharing of parental and domestic responsibilities by women and men alike. Employers should be encouraged to facilitate employees to be able to lead a more responsible family life, which also can be a key trigger for the well-being of the families concerned and the companies involved. 

Particular attention and support should be given to families providing health care to the very old or sick members, as well as to families eroded by the ravaging effects that armed conflicts, natural disasters and infectious diseases such as the HIV/AIDS pandemic, have on family life and stability.There should be, on the part of Governments and within the United Nations system, an approach to identifying current and future policy-oriented research on the family, as well as networks for exchange of information on such research.


Family issues, within the agenda and the muli-year programme of work of the Commission for Social Development, should be considered as components of an integrated approach to development.


The Family Programme, within the Division for Social Policy and Development, should continue to extend full support to actions and events organized by Governments and Civil Society Organizations,  beyond the year 2004, as a dynamic follow-up to the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family.

INTRODUCING

Austrian Institute for Family Studies

The Austrian Institute for Family Studies (ÖIF) is a scientific, independent organisation for application-oriented, interdisciplinary study to examine the structure and dynamics of families, generations, genders and partnerships.

 
The Austrian Institute for Family Studies was founded as an independent, non-profit organisation in 1994 to carry out social research in an interdisciplinary way. This approach allows a broad yet differentiated analysis of family issues and constitutes a challenge in the Institute’s research orientation. In view of the fact that ‘family science’ has not yet established itself as an independent discipline, the ÖIF also endeavours to contribute to the development of this field by its transdisciplinary work.

 
The Institute’s main aim is to do top-quality family research. It analyses all issues relating to the relationships of generations and genders as well as in partnerships. The Institute engages in both basic and application-oriented research to study the wide variety and changes in familial relationships and structures from the perspective of children, women and men.

 
In view of the fact that the public tends to remain uninformed of research results on the family, another key area is to provide reliable data on families’ living situations in order to raise the awareness for family topics in the media, among politicians and practitioners. 

The Institute’s staff represents a wide variety of disciplines, among them psychology, sociology, demography, history, economics, statistics, translation, social education and communication studies, thus ensuring multidisciplinarity in its everyday work. This holistic approach contributes to developing ‘family science’. 

Managing Director

Brigitte Cizek

 
Contact
Austrian Institute for Family Studies (ÖIF)

A-1010 Vienna, Gonzagagasse 19/8

Phone: +43-1-535 14 54

Fax: +43-1-535 14 55

E-mail: team@oif.ac.at
Web: www.oif.ac.at
Departments
 
Research & Development
 
The R&D Department works on both the theoretical and empirical levels. The multidisciplinary team uses qualitative as well as quantitative research methods. Key areas are family and gender relationships, reconciliation of work and family life, psychosocial health, the socio-economic situation of families and analysing family policies.

 
To obtain socially and politically relevant findings, the R&D Department thoroughly studies and evaluates pertinent issues, develops models, does reliable projections, and collaborates with other research institutions. Besides expanding and systematising available basic knowledge on the family, the Institute acts as consultant, advises politicians and offers education and training courses.

 
Info: Brigitte Cizek (Managing Director), brigitte.cizek@oif.ac.at
 
Communication & Information
 
Acting as a broker of information is the ÖIF’s second key task, because the Institute sees it as a challenge to combine its research work with application. Continuously searching for, documenting, processing and disseminating information and providing reliable facts on family issues for researchers, politicians, journalists and practitioners are typical tasks of this Department’s daily work. The information service beziehungsweise, the electronic newsletter puzzle, the ÖIF’s website and publication series as well as providing customized answers to enquiries are the most important means of spreading information.

 
Info: Rudolf K. Schipfer (Head of Department), rudolf.schipfer@oif.ac.at
 
European Observatory on the Social Situation, Demography and Family
 
At the European level, the ÖIF was a well-established hub in its function as co-ordinator of the European Observatory on the Social Situation, Demography and Family. The Observatory was established by the European Commission in 1989 and has been located at the ÖIF from 1998 to 2004. It consisted of a network of 15 National Experts who were selected not only as representatives of their own country but also with a view to a wide coverage of scientific disciplines.

 
Web: http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/eoss/index_en.html
 
Administration & Organisation
 
This Department provides secretarial and administrative services to the Managing Director and assists the other Departments in carrying out their work.

 Info: Ilse Barobeck (Head of Department), ilse.barobeck@oif.ac.at
Family Related NGO NEWS

Federation of Catholic

Family Association in Europe (FAFCE)
If parents fare well, children fare well, too.

What does a child need so as to develop well? This question was discussed at the invitation of Federation of Catholic Family Association in Europe (FAFCE) in the European Economic and Social Committee in Brussels. 

Johannes Fenz, President of the Federation of Catholic Family Association in Europe (FAFCE), said in Brussels on November 29th, 2004: "If the child finds an environment, in which it can develop freely and without restraints at social, intellectual, mental, physical, and emotional levels, it feels well". Fenz includes participation of both parents in the childcare into it, too. What does a child need so as to develop well? This question was in the centre of a panel discussion held in the European Economic and Social Committee in Brussels yesterday. The Federation and Member of European Parliament Othmar Karas invited to discuss the question "Compatibility of Family and of Gainful Occupation with Special Attention to Welfare of the Child" in the European Economic and Social Committee. 

http://www.family-eu.org/en/archive_en.htm
The World Youth Alliance

At the beginning of a new year, the World Youth Alliance is looking forward to many activities.  

February
UN Discussions on Human Cloning

The World Youth Alliance will continue to be involved in the discussions on Human Cloning at the United Nations:

"On 19 November (2004), the Sixth Committee decided to establish a Working Group to finalize the text of a United Nations declaration on human cloning, on the basis of draft resolution (A/C.6/59/L.26  http://documents.un.org/mother.asp) and to report to the Sixth Committee during the current session. The Working Group shall meet on 14, 15 and 18 February 2005. The Sixth Committee will meet in the afternoon of 18 February to consider and take action on the report of the Working Group." http://www.un.org/law/cloning/
March
Beijing +10 February 28-March 11, 2005

The World Youth Alliance will be participating in the meetings of the 49th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women, which will be the 10-Year Review and appraisal of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995).

August

World Youth Day

WYA will be gathering with staff, members, and millions of young people in Cologne, Germany for World Youth Day in August.  WYA will have a permanent site and will host culture of life parties, talks, cultural celebrations, dance events, and more, in order to cultivate solidarity with the many young people who will travel to Germany.  Watch the website for coming information.

November
ISF 2005 in Monterrey, Mexico

This year, the World Youth Alliance will hold the third annual International Solidarity Forum in Monterrey, Mexico.  In a unique opportunity to collaborate with the government of Monterrey, young people from around the world will be chosen to participate in a week of talks, workshops, and discussions on themes relating to "youth and development".  

For more information about any of these events, please feel free to contact us at wya@wya.net.

The Department of the Federal Ministry of Social Security, Generations and Consumer Protection published a book about the „1st European Fathers’ Conference“ (September 2004 in Vienna).

The publication is free of charge and can be downloaded under:

http://broschuerenservice.bmsg.gv.at:8080/PubAttachments/Männerarbeit in Österreich-kompl.pdf
Recent and forthcoming events

17-19 November 2004
Inequalities and Families - National Council on Family Relations Conference
Orlando, Florida

The objectives of the 66th Annual Conference of the National Council on Family Relations are to provide insight into the multidimensional nature of inequality as it affects families, including but not limited to, economic, gender, race/ethnicity; to review cross-national evidence on the relationship between inequality and family functioning with particular emphasis on how this relationship varies according to historical, cultural and political environments; and to assess the potential for reasonable and cost-effective public and private policies designed to reduce the negative consequences of inequalities on families, drawing on historical and cross-cultural evidence.

Further information: National Council on Family Relations, 3989 Central Ave. NE, #550, Minneapolis, MN 55421.

Web: http://www.ncfr.org/conference_info/index.asp
29-30 November, 2004

The Doha International Conference for the Family
Doha, Qatar

2004 is the tenth anniversary of the first International Year of the Family. The Doha International Conference for the Family follows upon the celebration of the International Year for the Family and will highlight and collect the family-related efforts of governments, academicians, faith-based organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGO's), and members of civil society during a year-long series of events. The intercultural dialogue will conclude with a two-day international conference in Doha, Qatar, at which the reports and findings from the earlier phases will be considered and discussed. The Doha Conference will consider the Doha Declaration, which will call upon the nations of the world to reaffirm the principles related to family life contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Further information: Web: www.yearofthefamily.org
29 November - 1 December 2004

Bringing men in: how to engage with men for the benefit of everyone in the family
University of Newcastle, Callaghan NSW

The Engaging Fathers Project, Family Action Centre, The University of Newcastle, NSW presents this conference (29 November) and workshop (30 November - 1 December), which is suitable for frontline staff and managers, generalists as well as specialists. The conference and workshop are based on a strengths approach which recognises the assets, perspectives and motivations of males in their roles of father, brother, son, stepfather, uncle and grandfather. 

Further information : Tel: Janine Bendit (02) 4921 8640. Email: janine.bendit@newcastle.edu.au. Web: www.newcastle.edu.au/engagingfathers
2004 1.-3. Dec.

International Conference: Child abuse and neglect, the facts: meeting the experts
Leuven, Belgium

Presented by Confidential Center for Child Abuse and Neglect Flemish-Brabant in cooperation with Province Flemish Brabant Catholic University of Leuven. Conference statement: 'During the conference we will exclusively present a state of affairs in scientific research about child abuse. Attention will therefore be given to empirical data and quantifiable knowledge. In order to achieve this we will appeal to ten internationally acknowledged experts with extensive research experience. Each of these experts will take a provocative statement as their starting point'.

Further information: Kathleen Vleugels, Scientific Administration, Tel: +32 (0) 16 301730. 

Email Kathleen.vleugels@uzleuven.be
Web: http://www.kindermishandelingleuven.be/congres/Engels/ThemeConference.htm
9-11 February 2005
Families Matter
Melbourne, Vic

The 9th Australian Institute of Families Studies Conference will feature the presentation and discussion of findings of the Institute's own studies, along with work from a wide range of researchers, government bodies, service providers and community organisations. Presentations from keynote and invited speakers aim to provide insights into the current issues facing families and how we as family members, researchers, policy makers and service providers can improve outcomes for families and individuals through greater awareness, research, networking, leadership, and evidence based policy and practice.

Further information: www.aifsconference.org
16-18 March 2005
Community, Work and Family: Change and Transformation
Manchester, UK

The links between community, work and family have generated widespread interdisciplinary and global interest and now constitute an important area of study in the social sciences, with major implications for a range of professionals and policy makers. This international conference is organized by the international editorial team of the journal Community, Work and Family and hosted by the Research Institute of Health and Social Change at Manchester Metropolitan University. The conference will provide a forum for social scientists and practitioners to share research, experiences and ideas and to stimulate debate on current issues and controversies relating to community, work and family and their interface. Given the pervasiveness and speed of change and experiences of shifting boundaries in communities, work places and families, there will be a particular focus on ongoing and future change and transformations, from multiple perspectives.

Further information: www.mmu.ac.uk/cwfconference
20-23 March 2005

4th World Congress on Family Law and Children's Rights
Cape Town, South Africa

2005 marks the 15th anniversary of the adoption by the UN of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The theme of the 4th World Congress will be an examination of the effects and effectiveness of the Convention. The 2005 Congress also marks the establishment of the Children's Rights International network. Anyone interested in submitting a paper is encouraged to contact the Director of Studies, Professor John Dewar Email: j.dewar@griffith.edu.au, or to submit an abstract through the online submission form, available under the 'Call for Papers' button on the website.

Further information: Gail Fowler, Project Manager, Capital Conferences, PO Box 253, Church Point, NSW Australia, 2105. Tel: (02) 9999 6577. Fax: (02) 9999 5733. Email: gail.fowler@capcon.com.au. Web: www.lawrights.asn.au/
10 - 14 April 2005

Nairobi, Kenya

6th Pan-African IFSW Regional Social Work Conference
Professional Social Work and its contribution to Africa`s Development
For more information, please contact:
Conference Secretariat, P O Box 74223, City Square, Nyayo House, 9th Floor Rom 16, Nairobi, Kenya
Telephone: (254) 2 217310 or cell phone: (254) 722 517852
E-mail: knasow@yahoo.com or secretariat@socialworkafrica.org
Web: www.socialworkafrica.org
April 18th - 19th - 20th, 2005

International Conference

‘Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage’
Location: 
Faculty of Theology
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven
Maria Theresia College
St. Michielsstraat 6
3000 Leuven
Belgium, Europe.

Organization:
· Faculty of Theology, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Department of Pastoral Theology 

· Faculty of Theology, Université Catholique de Louvain-la-Neuve, Department of Pastoral Theology 

· National Council for Pastoral Care of Families 

Aims:
The purpose of this conference is to explore the contemporary issues of marriage, divorce and remarriage from the point of view of human sciences and theology. Several renowned academics from national and international universities will lecture on their findings regarding these areas. The conference wants to contribute to the following goals:

1. Outlining the relevance of these issues for society. The conference wants to study the importance of long lasting relationships especially of marriage as a cornerstone of society. The need to reflect about this form of cohabitation is an urgent one. The increasing number of divorces does not only have effects on the wellness of human beings, the construction of a coherent social network but also on a professional care management by leaders in a social, political and religious context. 

2. Making the tensions between the church teachings, theology and the pastoral practices debatable. An increasing perplexity is growing between these areas regarding the issues of divorce and remarriage. The conference wants to better tune the valuable aspects of the opinions of all the actors. The conference takes into account the social reality and at the same time shows a loyalty towards the view of the church. 

3. Presenting a thorough scientific study in order to take a new pastoral approach. . 
An adequate ecclesiastical care in the areas of marriage, divorce and remarriage within a changing social context, demands a thorough study. The church owns a treasure of spiritual and ethical sources to support and supply people when they are developing a long lasting relationship. These treasures need to be continuously revealed in a way that connects with the contemporary needs of society. The conference aims to provide insights and backgrounds to all those who are responsible for or involved with pastoral care on several levels. 

4. Focus on the children. Without having options, children are involved in their parent’s processes of divorcing and remarrying. They are the most vulnerable party. In the critical approach of divorce and remarriage, the conference aims to give special attention to the position of children. When not given enough attention to their grieving; children tend to become victims. 

Information

Prof.dr.KarlijnDemasure0032/016323874
karlijn.demasure@theo.kuleuven.ac.be
Ma.ClaudeVandevoorde0032/016328430
claude.vandevoorde@kerknet.be
http://www.theo.kuleuven.ac.be/en/
1-3 June 2005
Mexican International Family Strengths Conference
Cuernavaca, Mexico

"Building Family Relations and Resiliency" is the theme of this conference, which will bring together educators, researchers, practitioners and policy makers in a multidisciplinary and cross cultural exchange of ideas about how families can positively adapt facing adversity. Areas covered in the conference will include:

· Couple formation and marital dynamics 

· Parenting, socialization and education in families 

· Issues of gender within families 

· Stressors affecting families and how families cope and adapt 

· Aging within family context 

· Family policies and programs 

· Family and community development 

Further information:
Conference - Dra. Rosario Esteinou, Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en Antropología Social (CIESAS), Juárez 87, Tlalpan, 14000 Mexico D. F. Telfax 5255-56-55-97-38. Email: esteinou@juarez.ciesas.edu.mx
Dr. John DeFrain, Coordinator, International Family Strengths Consortium, and Cooperative Extension Professor of Family and Community Development, Department of Family and Consumer Sciences, University of Nebraska-Lincoln NE 68588-0236. Phone 4020- 472-1659 or 472-2957. Email: jdefrainl@unl.edu

3 – 6 June 2005

ICCFR 52nd International Conference

Vienna, Austria

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON COUPLE AND FAMILY RELATIONS

DIFFERING NEEDS:

Societies’ responses to children, parents, families, couples and the older generations

The Conference is hosted by the Austrian Federal Ministry for Social Services, Families and Consumer Protection in collaboration with the Institute of Marriage and Family (IEF) in Vienna.

Information about the Conference:

· Website: www.iccfr.org
· ICCFR Secretariat:

4 Barnfield Wood Close, Beckenham, Kent BR3 6SY, England
Tel/Fax: +44+20+8663.0445  or Fax: +44+20-8313.3247
E-mail: secretariat@iccfr.org 

· IEF Vienna:

Institut für Ehe und Familie

Spiegelgasse 3/8, A – 1010 Wien, Austria

Tel.: +43+1+515.52.3650 (Thurs.11.00-19.00)

Fax: +43+1+513.8958

E-mail: guenter.danhel@ief.at 

29 June - 3 July 2005
Childhoods 2005 - Children and Youth in Emerging and Transforming Societies
Oslo, Norway

The University of Oslo (UiO), Norwegian Social Research (NOVA) and Childwatch International Research Network (CWI) are presenting this global conference addressing modern childhood and youth. The title of the conference refers to a world where new ethnic encounters, social change and globalization creates new childhoods and new lives for young people. The purpose of this event is to see modern childhood and youth in a global perspective and provide an opportunity to present and learn from child research in various countries and regions.

Further information http://childhoods2005.uio.no
7-9 July 2005
6th Child and Family Policy Conference - Children and Young People as Citizens: Participation, Provision and Protection
Dunedin, New Zealand

Within the themes of Participation, Provision and Protection this conference will consider: culture, ethnicity and new immigrants; families; communities; services of government, non-government organisations and industry; health; environment; education; employment; law; early intervention; social work; and more.

Call for papers: Proposals for presentations are invited on the themes and sub-themes listed above. Closing date is 18 February 2005.

Further information: Children's Issues Centre, University of Otago, PO Box 56, Dunedin, New Zealand. Tel: +64 3 479 5038. Fax: +64 3 479 5039. Email: cic@otago.ac.nz

16-19 November 2005
67th National Council on Family Relations Annual Conference - The Multiple Meanings of Families
Phoenix, Arizona, USA

The conference aims to broaden understanding of what families mean to members of families, policy makers, educators and social service professionals; and to encourage comparative research on these multiple meanings of families in order to clarify how meanings affect the quality of family life and social policies.

Further information: www.ncfr.org/conference_info/index.asp
1 ST ANNOUNCEMENT
Dates: 1 JANUARY – 5 JANUARY 2006


WORLD CONGRESS ON THE FAMILY

“RESTORE FAMILY LIFE AND

SUSTAIN WORLD PEACE”

Venue: CHENNAI – INDIA.

Organised by the Service and Research Foundation of Asia on Family and Culture in collaboration with other NGO’s in the Development and Women’s Sector.
The World Congress aims at gathering the main Family Program actors and multipliers from around the world in order to mobilize action and awareness, plans and participation in promotion of ' Family ' at the regional, national, local and grass roots levels. As a result families themselves should be enabled to know about, participate in and benefit from all programs carried out on their behalf.
The World Congress has as its objectives:

· to provide a platform for information exchange on major family issues, policies, research, successful family programmes, available expertise and resources among experts and groups from different sectors and levels of operation leading to networking, interaction and cooperation between different regions, organizations and groups.

· to spread further awareness about the aims of the Family Focal Point at the United Nations, about the International Year of the Family (IYF)and the IYF plus 10 follow up.

· to motivate NGOs, governmental and intergovernmental bodies to develop and implement action for the family;

· to ensure effective follow-up action as part of an ongoing process towards a more “family-friendly and peace-oriented” society.
The World Congress invites the participation of:

representatives, experts and interested persons from international, regional, national and grassroots NGOs, in particular family-related organizations and associations as well as representatives of governments, national committees, intergovernmental organizations, the media and the private sector. 
THE WORLD CONGRESS DRAFT PROGRAMME:

Plenary Sessions

Day – I

Panel Session: The Family in Contemporary Social Contexts – East & West

Topic: Its time for Human and Family Security – A Call for Action to:

· Eliminate Poverty Globally / Establish Justice and Equity

· Eliminate Environmental Degradation / Restore Environmental Stability & Harmony

· Eliminate Gender Inequality / Reinstate and Promote Gender Equality

· Spend less on Militarisation / Invest more on Integral Education.

· Abolish Nuclear Weapons

Day – II

Panel Session: Technologies to be placed at the Service of the Human Person and Family.

· Reproductive Technologies

· Medical Technologies

· Communication and Information Technologies

· Industrial Technologies

· Media Technologies

· Domestic Technologies

Panel Session: Religion as Freeing the Person for Service to God, Family and Society. (Major World Religions: Hinduism, Christianity, Islam and Buddhism).

Day – III

Topic: Harnessing the Power of the Individual Towards Building a Culture of Peace.

Topic: Creating and Enabling Greater Stability, Depth and Joy in Intimate Relationships Within the Family.

Day – IV

Topic: Integral and Human Centred Sustainable Development is the best Peace Investment for the Family and the Future Generation.

Topic: Developing an Integrated Society Calls for Political Commitment to Families and Family Issues.

Valedictory Address: I can make the World a Peaceful Place for Families.

Parallel and Special Interest Workshops

Pathways to Learning and Developing Skills for Initiating and

Sustaining Peace in Family Life and Society

I. Psycho Spiritual Approaches for Peace:

a. Focusing Techniques to open the heart to hear its subtle promptings and maintain the strength to apply these in every sphere of daily life.

b. Partners in Healing: Heart based intervention in birth, life and death settings.

II. Better Beginnings, Stable Future: A Programme in Active Parenting.

III. Family: Educator and Primary Learning Environment:

a. Youth: Engaged, Energized and Encouraged.

b. An Education Programme in Human Sexuality

c. Today and all the days of your life:  An Education Programme for Marriage Preparation

d. Family planning and Birth Regulation – The Billings Ovulation Method of Natural Family Planning.

IV. Family Life Education Methods: A life Cycle Approach
V. The Fracturing Family –Intervention Process:

a. Addiction and Substance Abuse: Alcohol and Drugs,

b. Separation and Divorce

c. Stress Management

VI. Answering their cries and responding to abuse, neglect and violence in the Family: Children / Women / HIV-AIDS

VII. Education for a Culture of Peace:

Showcasing practical examples of how peace and a values based society creates solutions to the world’s greatest problems.

VIII. Renewing and Remaking Societies.

Families: Agents and Beneficiaries of Sustainable Human Centred Development – Empowering Families

These sessions will focus on skills, techniques and action areas which could be applied in programmes and How to :



lobby with and for families

Integrate family research into practice


evaluate family policies

Empower and involve families



learn from families

Integrate family services into the community

build local, national and regional 

family networks

Exchange Meetings will allow participants from different regions to meet and network/regional action at various levels.

We invite your contribution, collaboration and participation to the programme and debate at the World Congress. 

FURTHER INFORMATION ON

Conference Venue: The Metropolitan city of Chennai, South India will be the Venue of this World Congress.

Language: English 

Speakers: Speakers will include key family experts and distinguished personalities from around the World, including Government NGO and private sectors.

Social / Cultural Events will include an Evening of Family Solidarity.

Travel: Chennai is located on the south east coast of India. Several major airlines operate regular flights to and from Chennai.

Accomodation: A selected list with the choice of various categories will be proposed in the next information and Preliminary Program.

Registration Fee: To be announced with the Preliminary Program.

Preliminary Programme: Will contain further detailed information, including Registration and Accomodation Forms, and will be distributed in May/June 2005.

Organization: The World Congress is being organized by the Service and Research Foundation of Asia on Family and Culture, an NGO with SPECIAL Consultative status with ECOSOC of the United Nations.

It is important at this point to know approximately how many participants from around the world will be attending.  If you are considering to attend, wish to contribute to the programme, and would like more copies or additional information, please contact:

Director – World Congress

SERFAC

No.140, Manimangalam Road,

Varadarajapuram,

Chennai – 600 048, India.

Tel: 00 – 91 – 44 – 22761328     Fax: +91-44-227s60149  
Email: serfac@md4.vsnl.net.in

News from the United Nations

United Nations 

A/RES/59/111

General Assembly Distr.: General

15 February 2005

Fifty-ninth session

Agenda item 94

04-48292

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly

[without reference to a Main Committee (A/59/L.29 and Add.1)]

59/111. Celebrating the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 44/82 of 8 December 1989 concerning the proclamation of, preparations for and observance of the International Year of the Family in 1994, and resolutions 50/142 of 21 December 1995, 52/81 of 12 December 1997 and 54/124 of 17 December 1999 concerning the follow-up to the International Year of the Family,

Recalling also its resolutions 56/113 of 19 December 2001, 57/164 of 18 December 2002 and 58/15 of 

3 December 2003 concerning the preparations for and observance of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family in 2004,

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General on the preparations for and observance of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family in 2004,
1. Reaffirms its resolution 58/15;

2. Welcomes the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family on 

6 December 2004 at Headquarters;

3. Commends the important contributions made by Governments at the international, national, regional and local levels to observe the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family;

4. Welcomes the hosting of the Regional Conference on the Family in Africa on 27 and 28 July 2004 by the Government of Benin, and also welcomes the hosting of the Doha International Conference for the Family on 29 and 30 November 2004 by the State of Qatar, and takes note of their outcomes;

5. Encourages Governments to make every possible effort to realize the objectives of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family and to integrate a family perspective in the planning process;

6. Notes with appreciation the contribution of the non-governmental organizations through local and regional meetings, as well as the programmes and activities throughout civil society undertaken in support of the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family;

7. Recommends that all relevant agencies of the United Nations system, civil society organizations, the media, religious and community-based organizations as well as the private sector contribute to developing strategies and programmes aimed at strengthening the livelihood of families;

8. Encourages United Nations agencies and bodies, including the regional commissions, as well as intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and research and academic institutions, to work closely with the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat in a coordinated manner on familyrelated issues, inter alia, by sharing experience and findings, in recognition of their valuable role in family policy development at all levels;

9. Decides to celebrate the anniversary of the International Year of the Family on a ten-year basis.

67th plenary meeting

6 December 2004
United Nations 

A/RES/59/147

General Assembly Distr.: General

25 January 2005

Fifty-ninth session

Agenda item 94 (a)

04-48508

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly

[on the report of the Third Committee (A/59/492)]

59/147. Celebration of the tenth anniversary of the International

Year of the Family and beyond

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 44/82 of 8 December 1989, 45/133 of 14 December 1990, 46/92 of 16 December 1991, 47/237 of 20 September 1993, 50/142 of 21 December 1995, 52/81 of 12 December 1997, 54/124 of 17 December 1999, 56/113 of 19 December 2001, 57/164 of 18 December 2002 and 58/15 of 3 December 2003 concerning the proclamation of, preparations for and observance of the International Year of the Family in 1994 and its tenth anniversary in 2004, 

Recalling also that relevant United Nations instruments on human rights as well as relevant global plans and programmes of action call for the widest possible protection and assistance to be accorded to the family, bearing in mind that in different cultural, political and social systems various forms of the family exist,

Recalling further that the family is the basic unit of society and, as such, should be strengthened, and that it is entitled to receive comprehensive protection and support,

Noting that the family-related provisions of the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and summits of the 1990s and their follow-up processes continue to provide policy guidance on ways to strengthen family-centred components of policies and programmes as part of an integrated comprehensive approach to development,

Recognizing that the preparations for and observance of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family provided a useful opportunity for drawing further attention to the objectives of the Year for increasing cooperation at all levels on family issues,

Recognizing also the commendable efforts made by Governments at the local and national levels in carrying out specific programmes concerning families, 

Emphasizing that equality between women and men and respect for all the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all family members are essential to family well-being and to society at large, noting the importance of reconciliation of work and family life, and recognizing the principle that both parents have common responsibilities for the upbringing and development of the child,

Aware that families are affected by social and economic changes, manifested as observable worldwide trends, and that the causes and consequences of those trends concerning families have to be identified and analysed,

Noting with concern the devastating effects of the HIV/AIDS pandemic on family life, as well as the devastating effects on family life of other infectious diseases, such as malaria and tuberculosis,

Noting with concern also the devastating effects of difficult social and economic conditions, armed conflicts and natural disasters on family life,

Recognizing the important role of non-governmental organizations, at both the local and the national levels, working in the interest of families,

Aware that there is a need for continued inter-agency cooperation on the family in order to generate greater awareness of family issues among the governing bodies of the United Nations system,

Recalling that the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family will be observed and celebrated during the fifty-ninth session of the General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,1

1. Notes that the follow-up to the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family is an integral part of the agenda and the multi-year programme of work of the Commission for Social Development until 2006;

2. Urges Governments to continue to take sustained action at all levels concerning family issues, including applied studies and research, in order to promote the role of families in development and develop concrete measures and approaches to address national priorities in dealing with family issues;

3. Urges the international community to address family-related concerns within the framework of the commitments undertaken at relevant major United Nations conferences and their follow-up processes, including those agreed to in the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS adopted by the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth special session on 27 June 2001;2

4. Encourages more inter-agency cooperation within the United Nations system on issues relating to the family;

5. Encourages the regional commissions of the United Nations, within existing resources, to promote further the exchange of experiences at the regional level through the provision of technical assistance, including advisory services, to Governments upon request;

6. Emphasizes that the Secretariat should continue its important role in the programme of work on family issues within the United Nations system, and, in this regard, encourages the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, within existing resources, to continue to cooperate with Governments, the United Nations system and civil society in strengthening national capacities through the implementation of the mandated objectives of the International Year of the Family, including through:

1 E/CN.5/2004/3.

2 Resolution S-26/2, annex.

A/RES/59/147

(a) The provision of policy guidance on emerging issues and trends affecting the family through the preparation of studies and research papers aimed, in particular, at enhancing the role of the family in society;

(b) The provision of technical assistance to countries, upon request, to enhance, where appropriate, their national capacities in the area of family-related work;

7. Invites the Secretary-General, within existing resources, to disseminate a compilation of existing development cooperation activities of the United Nations system in the field of the family for the benefit of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, other relevant United Nations bodies, Member States and observers by the time of the holding of the forty-fourth session of the Commission for Social Development;

8. Requests the Secretary-General:

(a) To give appropriate consideration to the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family by preparing for the observance of the International Day of Families on 15 May 2004 and by taking appropriate steps for the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family;

(b) To continue to utilize the United Nations Trust Fund on Family Activities to provide financial assistance for activities specific to the family and for projects of direct benefit to it, with special focus on least developed and developing countries;

9. Also requests the Secretary-General to report on the implementation of the present resolution to the General Assembly at its sixtieth session.

74th plenary meeting

20 December 2004

UNITED NATIONS 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES 2005
15 May
The theme for this year will be:


"HIV/AIDS and Family Well-being"

Projects of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family are supported by:

· Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Bäuerinnen in Niederösterreich

· Austrian Federal Government 

· Bank Austria

· Berndorf Gruppe

· Creditanstalt Bankverein

· E.F.T. Transportagentur GmbH

· European Commission

· Government of Germany

· Government of Liechtenstein

· Government of Luxembourg

· Government of Spain, Catalonia and the Balearic Islands

· INGOs

· Niederösterreichische Landesregierung

· Niederösterreichische Versicherungs AG

· OMV

· Shell Austria AG

· Schoeller-Bleckmann Oilfield Equipment AG

· Siemens

· Rotary International

· United Nations Trust Fund on Family Activities

'Families International' an information-sharing bulletin published by:
Vienna NGO Committee on the Family:
Josefstraße 13, A-3100 St. Pölten, Austria, Fax: 43-2742-7222210, 
Email: famcom.vienna@utanet.at, Web: http://www.viennafamilycommittee.org
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