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From The Desk Of The Editors

Dear reader, we want to thank you for your contributions that make up this edition. We cannot publish this Bulletin without your help. 

You are invited to collaborate and to send us your contributions as well as your suggestions as to topics for future issues. 

Eva Matt and Winston Sims
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Special Feature: Families and HIV / AIDS

By Winston Sims

In February 2000, this column addressed the issue of HIV/AIDS and the Family for the first time. It was pointed out that HIV/AIDS, one of the most significant threats to the integrity and well-being of families in all parts of the world, was the subject of a United Nations Security Council meeting on Monday, 10 January, 2000: its first meeting devoted to a health issue. 

The Security Council, for the first time, in giving consideration to a health issue instead of the more traditional military, diplomatic, political issues, identified threats to the health and well-being of people as being every bit as vital to a broader concept of human development and human security as military threats. Perhaps more so.

Since then HIV/AIDS, one of the most contagious and infectious diseases the world has known, has continued to have devastating effects on families, communities, regions and nations. Indeed, there is perhaps no part of the world that has not come under its reach.

But there have also been positive impacts achieved and these must be considered.

World AIDS Day, observed around the world on 1 December, has had a significant impact on public awareness through focusing on the need for governments, ngos, community organizations to undertake efforts at prevention.

What is the scale of these infections?

At that time it was stated that half of the 33 million infected worldwide with HIV or AIDS are under 25 years of age. Today the total number of adults and children living with HIV/AIDS is 40 million. Almost three-quarters of those are in Africa. 

The number of those newly infected with HIV in 2001 was 3.5 million in Africa, while 5 million were newly infected around the world. (p.22)

More than 60 million have ever been infected. While 16.3 million had died at the time of the first article, about 20 million have now died, with 3 million of those having died in the year 2001 alone.

About half of all new adult infections are among the youth, 15-24 years of age. About 11.4 million youth are now living with HIV/AIDS. In part this vulnerability is fostered because youth are having sexual relations at ever younger ages, are sexually active before marriage, are not monogamous and do not use condoms with sufficient regularity to ensure protection. The tendency to experiment with drugs, most especially, in injectible form, and the forcing of young people into sex trades vastly increases the susceptibility to HIV/AIDS. (p.70) Their vulnerability is also increased when they lack knowledge about HIV/AIDS and how it is spread.

Then there is the gap between "knowing" and "doing". This also plays a significant role in the spread of HIV/AIDS.

While those so stricken face the high likelihood, and almost certainty, of death, survivors confront a bleak future.

In developing countries, orphans generally comprise about 2% of all children. In some African countries this figure had already reached 7% by 1997 and in some cases had even reached 11%. Depending on the definition, the proportion had reached a high of 30% in Rwanda by 2000.

By the end of 2000, a total of 13 million children had lost their mother or both parents to AIDS, and by the end of 2001 this had reached 14 million. More than 90% of all children orphaned by AIDS are in sub-Saharan Africa.

At the meeting of the Security Council, it was pointed out that the first decade of the 21st century could see more people dying from AIDS than from all wars in the 20th century.

And while Africa has felt the deepest ravages of the HIV/AIDS, HIV/AIDS now appears to be growing at an even faster rate in Asia and South Asia.

In China, for example, while, undoubtedly HIV/AIDS is spreading at a fast rate, and an estimated 850,000 Chinese were living with HIV/AIDS in 2001, it is not possible to know the actual rate of spread with any precision because of reporting difficulties. In the first six months of 2001 reported HIV infections rose more than 67%. (p.29)

But the situation differs from country to country. While the situation continues to deteriorate in many areas, there are clear signs of progress in some countries.  For example, in Zambia, studies show "...men and women reporting less sexual activity, fewer multiple partners and more consistent use of condoms." (p 26) This is associated with significant declines in HIV prevalence among 15-29 year old urban women from 28.3% in 1996 to 24.1% in 1999 and among rural women of the same ages and over the same period of time from 16.1% to 12.2%. (p. 26) 

Marked reduction in average life-expectancy. In sub-Saharan Africa life expectancy has been reduced from an anticipated 62 years to 47 years and with 39 million more expected to die than in the absence of AIDS.

In Haiti average life-expectancy is 6 years less than it would have been in the absence of HIV/AIDS. (p.44)

But in the under-five group, most who are infected at birth or through breastfeeding will die before their fifth birthday. In seven countries of sub-Saharan Africa, under-five mortality has increased 20-40% due to HIV/AIDS. (p. 46)

But merely citing a catalog of statistics only conceals much of the vast damage wrought by HIV/AIDS to families and communities and ultimately to the nation.

Impact on Families:

The first HIV infections within a family often results in related family or friends offering various forms of assistance. This, however, may decline as additional family members or members of other family units become stricken. 

HIV initially results in morbidity and, with the onset of AIDS, mortality among family members in prime of productive and reproductive life. It means declines in production and, eventually the loss of the productive capacities and consequent loss or declines in income.

The death of the father often means the loss of one of the most important, if not the most important, sources of income and production, a reduction in monthly disposable income of 80%, the marked impoverishment of the household. The death of the mother often means the dissolution of the household.

The process is complex and almost inevitable: the accelerated depletion of savings and/or other assets; the sale of family assets, including equipment, livestock and even land, to enable increased expenditures for medical care; and other expenses; the need to meet funeral expenses which in some countries can be a significant proportion of annual income and, in any case, can be significantly more than that spent on medical care;  the exhausting of savings; the borrowing of money and other forms of indebtedness to family and other parties; more limited funds for food, housing, clothing; increased malnutrition and consequent susceptibility to illness and diseases; need for other additional income sources, thus an increased reliance on the labour of children for household productive activities or for alternative sources of income; withdrawal of children from school enrolments or reduced attendance; the removal of children from school since there is no money for fees; (p.49) In some areas there has been a 20% decline in school enrolments between 1998 and 2001. In addition, school capacities have been markedly reduced where significant numbers of teachers have been stricken with HIV/AIDS. 

There is also the loss of parents to work the farms resulting in lower production; lost income; less food; lower nutrition levels and increased susceptibility to forms of illness. In addition, HIV/AIDS places the utmost stress on intra-familial support systems whether related to the exchange of services, funds or goods.

The loss of ability of parents to care for their children and for their own parents; increased reliance and placing of significant and unexpected burdens on grand-parents or great grand-parents who, in normal times, might come to rely increasingly on support from their own children and grand children and who cannot now do so; the need for children to care for their own infant and young siblings; significant numbers of AIDS-orphans with little or no meaningful source of support from their own family of origin, all take a terrible toll on families. 

Children encounter situations both within or outside their own families of diminished support and care; with the dissolution of their own families they might live with relatives which often places increased burdens on those families with less food, clothing and other resources for the children in those families; they may be placed with community-based foster families or become street children, the latter exposing them to far greater risks of abuse, exploitation, drugs, crime, not to mention the psychological damages that derive from a sense of abandonment, depression and rejection. 

Similarly, the stress on community organizations and institutions markedly reduces community capacities to assist its members. 

But on the other hand, the HIV/AIDS crises in many areas is invigorating community organizations and movements to undertake a wide range of preventive, supportive and assistance functions. These functions are more effectively and willingly carried out when there are both few crises in the community and they are of short duration. However, when increasing in frequency or duration, community mechanisms tend to become overloaded and much less effective. 

Just as HIV/AIDS drastically affects the functioning of the family's economic activities, not to mention its overall areas of functioning, it also affects the functioning of community and national economic activity. "The vast majority of people living with HIV/AIDS are between the ages of 15 and 49 - in the prime of their working lives." "AIDS weakens economic activity by squeezing productivity, adding costs, diverting productive resources and depleting skills. In addition, as the impact on households grows more severe, market demand for products and services can shrink." (p. 54) Productivity is reduced through increased absenteeism, organizational disruption, loss of skills, loss of institutional memory as well as increased training and replacement costs, 

Factors tending to reduce vulnerability to HIV/AIDS:

1. More comprehensive knowledge and understanding of HIV/AIDS and its transmission. and the linking and incorporating of traditional values and beliefs. This is done through large-scale information campaigns and condom distribution programmes. These can be conducted by government, NGOs, community- and faith-based organizations 

2. Peer education campaigns, wherein men do not dominate and women are not reluctant to assert themselves, have been found to be effective in out-reach and education programmes, in providing information and awareness, generating greater acceptance of the messages and resulting in greater use of condoms. 

3. Comprehensiveness of the curricula covering a wide range of topics and presenting options for safe sexual behaviour, and consistency of messages. In Nigeria, the curriculum includes: human development, personal skills, sexual health, relationships, sexual behaviour, society and culture. 

4. A focus on high-risk behaviours, high-risk groups as well as on the broader population can help diminish the rate of spread of HIV infections among these groups 

5. Promoting less drug use, especially injectible drugs. This continues to be a major means of transmission of HIV, especially through the exchange of needles. Information, the provision of clean needles (a very controversial step at best) and other strategies involving peers have also been found to be effective. 

6. Less male-to male sex. Aside from heterosexual activity, this is a third major means of transmission. Reduction in or elimination of multiple sexual partners, consistent use of condoms, reliance on abstinence even among married couples are also effective. 

7. The right of girls/women to equality in education, health, employment, inheritance, marital law and reproductive decision-making. 

8. Access to reproductive health services including free access to condoms, supporting the motivation to use them, testing, counselling, and diagnosis and treatment of sexually transmitted diseases. 

9. Higher levels of educational attainment.

10. Higher sense of self-esteem. 

11. Better communications with others about this issue. The need to overcome the stigma attached to the issue.

12. Freedom from rape and sexual coercion. Related to No. 6 above, this implies a more organic acceptance of the improved status of women, respect for women and a commitment to combat their exploitation. 

13. Access to antiretroviral medications (ARV).

14. Counselling.

Call for Action:

In their "Call for Action", the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and the U.S. based National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS (BLCA) stressed that these multiple crises surrounding AIDS call for the urgent and full engagement of all levels of society, which have a guide for action in two key international conventions: the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), ratified by 191 countries, and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). 

The group called for efforts to:

a) "...vigorously address the plight of children who are affected by AIDS [through] urgent action to meet their needs and ensure the realization of their rights ... at three levels: family and community, government and global. 

b) Keep families and communities at the front line by empowering and supporting them to care for orphans. Lessons from community initiatives over the past 15 years point to the following actions as essential: 

i) Foster active participation of the community, including people living with HIV or AIDS, in identifying and implementing actions to strengthen community-based care and support for orphans. 

ii) Increase women's access to credit, income-generating activities and property, including land, because the burden of care tends to fall on poor women with few resources. In many cases, such action will require changing laws and policies regarding inheritance and property ownership. 

iii) Establish widespread confidential counselling and voluntary testing for HIV. The benefits of such counselling include prevention of mother-to-child-transmission, promotion of the rights of girls and women to make informed decisions and realization of people's right to know their HIV status. 

iv) Target social assistance to all families in need, not just those grappling with AIDS, as a way of ensuring equity and discouraging discrimination against orphans and others affected by AIDS. 

v) Reduce demands on the labor of girls and women: In many parts of Africa, for example, improving access to water and fuel for heating and cooking would free up more time for girls and women, allowing more girls to obtain a basic education, as is their right. 

vi) Respond to the psychosocial needs of orphans through counselling services for children and families in need. School and home-based care and services should ensure in particular that children develop emotionally and intellectually through play and other activities and that they feel a sense of belonging to their communities. 

vii) Encourage community leaders to protect the legal rights of children and women, especially those of widows and orphans. This will involve changing harmful practices and customary laws that are discriminatory or exploitative. 

viii) Break the conspiracy of silence. The success of governments will be measured by their ability to prevent HIV and to enable families and communities to cope with the effects of the epidemic.   

ix) Actively combat discrimination: a) Raise the visibility of AIDS while combating the shame and stigma associated with the disease. b) Raise public awareness of the nature of the crisis and mobilize resources locally and internationally. c) Encourage the full participation of communities in all aspects of the response to AIDS.  d) Ensure that people living with HIV or AIDS and those caring for them are involved at every step including planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation. 

Sources: 

Report on the Global HIV/AIDS Epidemic 2002. UNAIDS.

www.unaids.org/barcelona
VIENNA NGO COMMITTEE ON THE FAMILY

UNITED NATIONS

VIENNA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

MONDAY OCTOBER 21st 2002

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR

“PREVENTION DIRECT FROM BIRTH”

Dr. Jürgen Schmetz,

Paediatrician

Institute for Prevention and Early Intervention in Childhood and Youth Hamburg

The chairperson gave a brief introduction, to the international seminar organised by the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family on the theme of the prevention of violence in the family, drawing attention to the fact that economic and emotional pressures on families are not infrequently linked to domestic violence.  The relationship of parents who abuse their child is often marked by a struggle for survival. The feeling of social isolation, which can occur through modern mobility demands, can lead to violence.  Parents sometimes overemphasise discipline in family crises such as unemployment or chronic illness in order to regain a semblance of control and this, if overdone, can lead to physical abuse, due to the family trying to cope with its new environment or situation.  The Chairperson then introduced the presenter at the International Seminar, which opened the morning session of the second Full Committee Meeting 2002.

Dr. Schmetz stressed the importance of recognising the signs of very young babies trying to communicate with their mothers. The paediatrician is the first professional to see the newly born baby and the young family – apart from the midwife. It is important to train professionals and family members alike to read the signals of the baby, even within the first few weeks. Dr. Schmetz introduced several videos to show the non-verbal communication, which is of great significance in that respect. The video technique makes it possible to analyse the non-verbal communication by repetition, still pictures and the quick forward run. Patterns of behaviour can sometimes only be discerned after watching the video several times using these techniques. The videos stressed the importance of eye and skin contact between the parent and child. Children of several age categories were shown in their interaction with both parents and siblings. Dr. Schmetz frequently stressed the importance of eye contact to a child, it being the best way to communicate. The baby also needs to learn that it cannot dominate the mother for 24 hours a day from the very start. He also emphasised the necessity to integrate the father, if possible, and further stated that violence is not only battering, as it often starts as emotional violence. The interaction between siblings can be very important to the very young child, as it can give the baby a chance to realise that he is not alone on the world. Dr. Schmetz further pointed out that about 80 % of parents who experienced violence will apply it themselves. It is necessary to motivate parents to get by without using violence, to show them that they are already doing well. The need for training of many branches of the medical and educational fields were discussed in an in-depth discussion with Dr. Schmetz. The Chairperson thanked the presenter for the valuable insights he offered during the seminar.

The following is a background paper provided by Dr. Jürgen Schmetz for the seminar:

Dr. Jürgen Schmetz:

Prevention Direct from Birth

An Enrichment of the Relationship between Patients and Paediatricians

Paediatricians are among the first to have regular contact with children and their families. They see healthy children coming for check-ups and vaccinations, as well as children after an accident, with physical illnesses, or when advice is sought during family crises.

Above all it is important to understand the expressions – the ‘language’ - of the baby in its interaction with its parents and to hear what the parents’ assessment of the behaviour of their child is. If we improve and increase the parents ability to interact less stressfully with their child, it will be easier for them to keep up their high level of motivation and enjoyment of being a parent, for which they have really had no training, and which only too often leads to helplessness.

When advice is sought by parents regarding questions of physical health and illness, increased focus has to be directed to mental health matters as well. This way we can observe behaviour and interaction with children and their parents from the very beginning during our visiting hours and hence discover risks as well as protective factors.

Parents are often helpless when faced with a crying baby, fits of rage, oppositional behaviour or retreating tendencies of little children. Unchecked, this could lead to the initiation of  developmental disorders, further leading to a rejection of the child and eventually, long term, to an otherwise preventable violence in the family, out of sheer helplessness.

The transition phase for the child from Kindergarten to school is greatly underestimated as a source of the onset of psychosomatic and behavioural disorders. As paediatricians and family doctors, because of the relationship we have built up with families, sometimes even over generations - and of course if we deal with the families empathetically -  we could be in a position to discover early signs of developmental disorders before someone becomes an ‘index patient’. Multidisciplinary co-operation with midwives, pre- and middle-school teachers, psychologists and counseling services, increases the efficiency of our work considerably. The author urges the need to train such competency in this field, which can be used so effectively during consultation.

From the outset, regular training of the perception of the professionals is of primary importance. Listening to the words of the clients is considerably enhanced by the perception of non-verbal communication. 

The author uses video and small photo series to support the communication between parents and their children. It is of utter importance to reinforce positive behaviour.  Praising the parents and families during the analysis of the video is an essential part of this work. Most of the affected people discover negative behaviour themselves, while overlooking the positive aspects, only too evident to the trained eye.

The seminar manifests unusually early signs of developmental disorders. Through regular visual (photo and video) communication with the families, the possibilities of prevention and early intervention are increased considerably.

Dr. Jürgen Schmetz, Paediatrician

Institute for Prevention and Early Intervention in Childhood and Youth

Bergkoppelweg 6   D-22335 Hamburg   

Tel. 0049-40-34 44 00   Fax: 0049-40-34 44 01

E-Mail: J.Schmetz@Hamburg.de
(August 2002)

10th ANNIVERSARY INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE FAMILY (IYF) 2004
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PROPOSED PLAN OF ACTION 10th ANNIVERSARY IYF 2004

Awareness building measures

Preliminary stage

1. Special section of committee homepage on preparations for 2004 with hyperlink to UN family unit home page 

2. Use of committee homepage networks in Africa and CEEC countries to highlight 2004 through email reports and to seek brief statement from each member organisation of the networks on their planned activities specifically for 2004 and to be posted on the committee website

3. Set up an interactive-internet-forum with INGOS accredited with ECOSOC and discern the positive contribution of civil society to the well-being of families since IYF 1994 as well as highlight the preparations of the organisations for the 10th anniversary of IYF in 2004

4. Special section of committee quarterly bulletin ‘FAMILIES INTERNATIONAL’ with updates on preparations for 2004

Active participation by committee members

1.
Submission of written INGO statement to 40th, 41st and 42nd commissions for social development at the UNITED NATIONS IN NEW YORK with a section in each statement relating to the 10th anniversary.

2.
Presentation of oral statements at CSDS by representatives of member organisations of the committee with a focus on 10th anniversary issues

3.
Participation in core preparatory group set up by UN family unit IN New York

4.
Celebration of the international day for families 2002 - 2004

5.
Highlighting 2004 through international fora at the twice yearly full committee meetings of the committee

6.
Writing to member states of the UNITED NATIONS who have not yet supported resolution 54/24 of January 2000 urging them:

a) to support  future resolutions on the 10th anniversary  

b) to carry out  a review of their family policy and 

c) to present and publish the review at a possible session of the un general assembly, opening the 10th anniversary celebrations. 

FAMILY-RELATED NGO NEWS

The World Youth Alliance

The World Youth Alliance has been very busy this summer! The following is an update on some of the activities we were able to take part in over the past three months. In July, we were delighted to receive an invitation to promote the ideas and activities of the World Youth Alliance at World Youth Day. It was an opportunity for us to meet with bright young leaders from every continent and to present programs on the dignity of the human person to thousands of young people. 

In August, the World Youth Alliance followed the final meeting of the World Summit on Sustainable Development. Our team of 25 young people was able to meet with heads of state, delegates and participants from around the world to discuss the importance of respecting the intrinsic dignity of each person in the plan for development. Read the message below for more information on what transpired there.

For more details on the tremendous results of our events at World Youth Day, go to our website at www.wya.net/events/wyd2002/index.shtml. Also, look for an exciting October newsletter describing growing activity in our Latin American and African regions. 

During the last week of August, as World leaders travelled to Johannesburg, South Africa for the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), World Youth Alliance members gathered at a local college to prepare to participate in the last meeting of this year-long international conference on Sustainable Development. 

The Summit was the conclusion of over a year of negotiations by government delegations. The product of these negotiations is a fifty-four page document outlining goals and priorities in development and stewardship of the earth's resources for the nations of the world. Although most of this document was completed at the preparatory meetings in New York and Bali earlier this year, some contentious issues remained unresolved at the start of the Johannesburg Summit. Delegates worked long hours throughout the week to find agreeable language related to difficult issues such as time-bound measures to reduce green-house gas emissions. 

In the final moments of the Summit, as at almost every major UN conference in the last three years, the only unresolved language was language related to reproductive health and human rights. This recurring stalemate is indicative of the depth of the struggle within the international community to define the nature of human rights, and more importantly, the nature of the human person. Are human rights established by consensus, or do they arise from the intrinsic dignity of each person at the moment his life begins? This question was not answered in Johannesburg, where compromise language referred to strengthening health care systems "in conformity with human rights and fundamental freedoms and consistent with national laws and cultural and religious values." Both sides of the ideological debate claimed victory, and indeed, the compromise language left room for interpretation. 

The World Youth Alliance team in Johannesburg consisted of 25 young people of six different nationalities. They spoke nine languages fluently (including Zulu, Sotho and Xhosa), and came from a variety of religious backgrounds. Coming primarily from developing countries, the WSSD was the first encounter with the international decision-making process for most of the young people present. They arrived eager to share their thoughts on poverty eradication, the need for better education, basic health care, and most importantly, a respect for the dignity of each human person. Their aim at the Summit was to encourage delegates to affirm the centrality of the human person in all development plans, an approach outlined in the World Youth Alliance Declaration on Responsible Stewardship. (http://www.wya.net/declaration/index.shtml) 

The message of the WYA team was warmly received by many delegates and heads of state. They left Johannesburg with the impression that after thirty years of development policy based on population control, a new approach to development is in the process of being articulated. For the members of the Johannesburg team, who came from both ends of the economic spectrum and worked together to promote the dignity of each human person, this is cause for hope. The first project of the newly formed South African branch of the World Youth Alliance will be to improve education standards by adopting a rural school in South Africa. For more information about education in South Africa, read the article written by Nombuso Gansa in the September 4th edition of !Esperanza!, the daily conference journal of the World Youth Alliance. 

http://www.wya-amj.org/publications/esperanza/wssd/020904.shtml

We close with the thoughts of a 21-year-old World Youth Alliance member from South Africa:

"From our participation and acceptance that together is the only way we'll move forward I believe that the youth of South Africa can do great things to build a culture of respect for the human dignity of all South Africans. If there is one thing that I got out of attending this conference, it is the realization that I can change the world (in whatever small way) one person at a time - just imagine what a million youth can achieve..."

For more information about the World Youth Alliance, go to www.worldyouthalliance.org

Slovak Society for Family and Responsible Parenthood

European Parent's Association initiated a new tradition in her Member countries - a European Day of Parents and Schools - on 8. October 2002. This activity for promotion of collaboration among parents and schools we regard for very important one.

We have very good experiences with such a way of collaboration from the niveau of civic associations in Slovakia. From the beginning of new democracy in the Year 1990 some active teams of teachers and parents organisations were established for searching the platform for collaboration. We have in the Slovakia many organisations of teachers and parents today. It is a good background for celebrating the European Day of Parents and schools now. 

The main organiser of this Day – in the schools and in the publicity – is the Slovak Council of Parent’s Associations active on more than1600 schools in Slovakia in the close collaboration with the Association of parental organisations Slovak Society for Family and Responsible Parenthood.

We all will to express in celebrating this Day our responsibility for the level and quality of education in our schools.

Teresia Lenczova, president of Slovak Society for Family and Responsible Parenthood. 

Contact: SSRZR [rodina@pobox.sk]

The European Union of Women

The European Union of Women, Family and Social Commission held a meeting in Warsaw, Poland in September, discussing various discriminations on grounds of gender, religion, race, age, disability,poverty and immigrant status. “Shared Solutions to Common Problems Link Diversity” will be the subject of the next meeting in July 2003 in Graz, Austria, in connection with the General Assembly under this heading.

Contact: Emmy Schwarzl, Europen Union of Women, 1010 Wien, Lichtenfelsgasse 7

From the Representation of the International Confederation of Christian Family Movements (ICCFM)

"Everyday hundreds of family members throughout the world, work on different projects in relevant to their countries and situations. Lately we have expanded with "families working for families", also in the Baltic States of Latvia and Lithuania. At the moment European families are working on a Family Conference to take place in Zagreb, Croatia between 17-20 July 2003, with the theme "The Family as a successful Life Long Community". Enlargement on this theme will be based on four keynote speeches.

1. "What is marriage and is it possible for everyone to grow in mutual love?"

2. "Parenthood as part of the success of a beautiful Family"

3. "The Family and an unfriendly environment - Is the environment changing the basic moral values of the family?"

4. "Communication in marriage and the family“

More information may be obtained from Marijo and Darka Zivkovic (Zagreb)

Tel/Fax: 385 1 3755214

Fax: 3851 3697 145

Tel: 385 1 3697 026

familia@catholic.org
Italian Center of Solidarity

The education of the very young 

Rome, Italy, 28-31 October 2002.: (Italian Center of Solidarity). Fifth meeting of the yearly conference on today's youth education. This year’s theme is : "Education to a European citizenship". 

The discussion topics will include: European citizenship as an introduction to different cultures. European cultural identity, the preparation of teachers to move from a local culture to a European and global cultures. 

The Mastricht Treaty and instruction and formation systems. Involvement of parents and teachers New technologies for the expansion of a European culture. The role of all social components in the coming transformation .

For further information please contact: Italian Center of Solidarity (CeIS), via Ambrosini 129, I-00147 Rome, Italy. Email: ceis@ceis.it, Web: http//www.ceis.it 

Or :Rosetta Spalt Email:rosetta.spalt@gmx.at

Prosalis – Projecto de Saúde em Lisboa 

PROSALIS is developing its recent Project, called ACOLHER, what means HAILING, with the close orientation and partnership of the Family Portuguese Institute. On this Project, the organisation intervenes on a specific department, called Department for the Support of Families in Rick. On this context, Prosalis is able to provide diverse information, counselling, guidance about social security, health, education, justice for families in risk, as well as training for experts and Self-Help Groups. 

Following what is already considered as a tradition in PROSALIS, we are organising now our next Congress, which will take place in 14 and 15 November, on “Life Styles and Addictive Behaviours”, regarding a scientific discussion around this problematic and a participation of many experts from diverse areas, such as social service, sociology, psychology, justice, health services and so on. 

Facing the profusion and the mutations in nowadays society, it becomes necessary to reflect and revaluate the strategies that tend to prove a capacity to deal with situations of crisis in family context. So, in order to achieve the reflexion and debate about these strategies, we are already giving the first steps concerning our next Workshop, taking place in 15 th May 2003, in which we will consider the main questions around “Family Politics”. The PROSALIS International Congress on “Micro and Macro Familiar Intervention Programmes – a critical reflexion” will take place in November 2004.

Prosalis concerning about family is reflected on each activity and purpose, as the family is the main entity where each human being can be it self, as a unique individual, community of life and love.

We would like to leave here our institution contact, hoping to be able to exchange useful information:

Prosalis – Projecto de Saúde em Lisboa

Av. Miguel Bombarda, n.º 2 1 – 7º Dto.,

1050-161 Lisboa

Tel. 21 312 93 60 Fax: 21 312 93 69

E-mail: Prosalissede@yahoo.com
President: Maria Helena Patrício Paes

La Leche League International (LLLI)

Global Initiative for Mother Support

(GIMS for Breastfeeding)

La Leche League International (LLLI), as a founding member and global breastfeeding partner of the World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action (WABA) has endorsed the Global Initiative for Mother Support (GIMS for Breastfeeding) and will be supporting GIMS through organization-related activities. GIMS is a global initiative, coordinated by the WABA Mother Support Task Force, that aims to create the appropriate environment of awareness and support for a mother to initiate and sustain breastfeeding. As defined by GIMS, mother support is any support provided to mothers for the purpose of improving breastfeeding practices for both mother and baby. The support needed varies from woman to woman but generally includes encouragement, accurate and timely information, humane care during childbirth, advice, reassurance, affirmation, hands-on assistance, and practical tips. GIMS is the knot in the breastfeeding bow that is being promoted by UNICEF through the Golden Bow Initiative.

In order to breastfeed, women need moral and social support from many persons in different places. Women need the support of professional health providers, employers, friends, family and the community. Conditions need to be created during pregnancy, birth and lactation so that women can safely carry healthy babies to term and give birth in the company of those they select to share this experience. GIMS emphasizes gender-sensitive support services, women’s right to good prenatal education and care, and respectful and women-centred birthing practices that give an appropriate and adequate measure of control to women. 

Given the nutritional, immunological, and psychological benefits breastfeeding brings to mothers and babies, breastfeeding duration rates around the world continue to be low. Many women who initiate breastfeeding do not continue for more than two or three months. Numerous studies have been undertaken to better understand what factors contribute to a woman’s decision to initiate or persist in breastfeeding. Consistently, these studies have determined that although the reasons are complex, lack of support and assistance once a woman leaves the hospital have been key.

It has been demonstrated that family support is a key element that is needed to increase rates of breastfeeding initiation, exclusivity and duration. Mothers need more than simple advice or instruction - they need reassurance and support especially from family members. It is more likely that they will have a successful breastfeeding experience if they receive support from the people surrounding them. Support from within the family many times can affect the decision of a mother to want or not want to continue breastfeeding her baby. GIMS emphasizes the importance of promoting a wider perspective on mother support recognizing that every family member has a clear role and responsibility to play in supporting breastfeeding.
As a global initiative, GIMS will promote activities and programs that help mothers and their infants experience optimal breastfeeding. If you would like to know more about GIMS or would like to sign the endorsement form and join LLLI and WABA in the implementation of GIMS, please contact Rebecca Magalhães at La Leche League International, 1400 North Meacham Road, Schaumburg, IL 60173-4808; email: <RMagalhaes@llli.org>. Information on GIMS and the activities that have already been implemented can be found on the WABA website <www.waba.org.br>. 

Proposal of a Common Project for IYF 2004

As a preparation for the celebration of the International Year of the Family in 2004 we would like to present you a project of an art campaign for kids with the title “A page from our family chronicle”. 

The reason of the project is to underline the importance of the family within the society in one hand and the vision of the children regarding their own family in the other hand. This project could be launched at the national level and continue at the international level. It aims to actively involve children, teachers, parents, family oriented NGOs and also state authorities in the celebration of the IYF 2004.

Bellow you will find a brief description of the proposal of the project. Detailed proposal will be prepared according to the number of NGOs interested in the participation in this project. 

We would like to ask those NGOs that would like to join this project or get more information to contact us through our e-mail address: ncpr@volny.cz. Thank you. 

 (Jana Jamborová, The National Center for the Family, Czech Republic)

Project for IYF 2004

1. What: 

· Title: “A page from our family chronicle” 

· Description: 

a) children present their vision of their family and family life through art campaign

b) they should make "a page from a chronicle" of their family where they express how do they see their family and family life

c) they can describe their family life in general or a specific event from the life of their family, the theme and form are very wide and open  

d) for their artistic designing they can use painting, pictures, photographs, collage, different kinds of ornamentation etc.

e) for the text they can use: simple narrative style, poems, prose, different types and styles of writing etc.

f) for the international level it's necessary to add an English version of a resume of a text part

g) size of the page = A3 

2. Who and where:

· Family oriented NGOs - at the national level (through one coordination group)

· Vienna NGO Committee on the Family - at the international level (through one coordination group)

3. How:

· Through the net of basic schools (public and private) in each country 

· Categories according age: 

a) 5-7 years (in this category the English resume may be made by an adult)

b) 8-10 years

c) 11-13 years

d) 14-16 years

4. Means:

· Promotion:

a) for the national level - NGO responsible for the coordination in collaboration with different family oriented NGOs, teachers, parents and state authorities 

b) for the international level - Vienna NGO Committee on the Family

· Levels:

a) school

b) region

c) national level

d) international level

· Time table:

a) for the national level: September 2003 - February 2004

- start of the campaign at schools

- evaluation at the school, region and national levels

- the prizes for the winners at those levels would be in a competence of 

national coordination group

b) for the international level: March 2004 - May 2004 

- collection and evaluation of works at the international level

- 3 winning works from each category would be accepted from each country 

 for the international level

- the prizes for the winners at the international level would be specified 

 within participating NGOs and the international coordination group 

c) 15.5. 2004 Solemn opening of the exposition in UN building in Vienna 

(if possible in all main UN buildings)

Latvia is thinking about foundation of the Ministry of Family

Just one year ago in Latvia were held Regional Seminar of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family “Strengthening the Role of Family-Oriented Non-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS in the Baltic States” where as one of most important issues was discussed necessity to make family friendly State policy in the context of national integration processes and as candidates in the European Union Consultation Process. And now just one year after this idea becomes possible to start realize. 

In the elections of Latvia Parliament, which was held on October 5, won the family-friendly political parties. Now they discuss about structuring of ministries and one from idea is to found the Ministry of Family, Youth and Child Affairs. The new parliament will start work on November 5, 2002 and then it will be possible to found new Cabinet and start to realise the good ideas in life.

Idea is nice, but unfortunately lack good experience. Now in Latvia several ministries - Ministry of Welfare with departments of Social Help and Social Insurance, Ministry of Education with Centre of Protection of Child Rights, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Ministry of Legal - work with family issues and this work is bad co-ordinated. Making government concept paper “State Family Policy” in time from 2000 till 2002 the primary idea to establish Ministry of Family Affairs was refuse from the side of Ministry of Welfare. The persons from ministries are not interested in reorganisation. In addition unfortunately, the Ministry of Welfare, which also took part in last year Seminar, did not make any practical things in family policy in Latvia since this Seminar. 

Now it is very important for us, for non-governmental family organisations, in quick time to help new deputies with good ideas and find good examples, which could be copied from countries with good experience. What is a structure of Ministries or Departments for Family Affairs in your countries? How much departments there are and how much people work there? What are main tasks for each departments and co-ordination? What are names, phones and e-mails of peoples who could help us to give consultations in this affair? In what condition are European documents, which could help us to work in the field of family friendly policy in European Union?

We hope that countries with good experience will respond and it will be good help not only for us, but also with Family International intervention useful for all. It could help us to await 10 years anniversary of International Year of Family in 2004 with good efforts. 

Thanking you in anticipation for your all help, Leonids Mucenieks,

Chairman of the Union of Latvian Large Family Associations,

Member of the Demographic Committee of Cabinet,

e-mail: leonids@ltv.lv, fax: +371-7200400, http://viennafamilycommittee.org/ceec/, address: Zakusalas krastmala 3-253, LV-1509 Riga, Latvia.

International Kolping Society, 

Expert Meeting in Bozen, Italy

“Protection for the family”

The European affiliates of the International Kolping Society discussed the position of marriage and family in different European constitutions. The delegates came to the result that the central role of marriage and family for society is recognized in most of the European constitutions. All the more reason to urge the European Union to increase the awareness for the important role of the family and to integrate the protection of marriage and family into the EU-Charter of Fundamental Rights. “Europe has to become a community based on values not only on common economic interests”, one of the delegates stated.

Contact: Christine Leopold cleo@kolping.at
Report of SOS-Kinderdorf International to the Full Committee Meeting of the NGO Committee on the Family Vienna, 21 October 2002

Conrad N. Hilton Humanitarian Award 

On 14 October SOS-Kinderdorf International received in New York the Conrad N. Hilton Humanitarian Award, the world's largest award for humanitarian service. Helmut Kutin, the president, received the price at a Hilton Foundation-organised conference on "Social Justice - Bridging the Global Gap between Rich and Poor", the keynote address was given by Nobel Peace Prize laureate Oscar Arias. The USD 1 million prize-money will be used to fund pilot projects in which SOS Children's Villages supports aids orphans and families affected by the AIDS pandemic in southern and eastern Africa. SOS Children's Village staff from SOS Social centres and Children’s Villages works in collaboration with volunteers from the local communities focusing on material, medical, educational and psychosocial assistance. Programmes include community-based family-care initiatives, counselling and education workshops, information campaigns, and seek to build up a social network to counter isolation, discrimination and neglect of people, especially children, affected by AIDS.

Emergency Relief

Current emergency assistance programmes include emergency food distribution programme to support families in need affected by the food shortage in Southern Africa, organised by SOS Children’s Villages Swaziland and SOS Malawi, which are also involved in HIV/AIDS related work. SOS Swaziland is responsible for running a family-care programme to accompany HIV/AIDS affected children and their families, the SOS Medical Centre in Lilongwe a long-term AIDS outreach programme. In Northern Uganda, SOS Children's Villages has established an emergency aid centre in Gulu to take in abandoned children which had been formerly abducted by the LRA and were released in the escalating military conflict. Plans are underway for a temporary SOS Children's Village to support this former child soldiers, underage mothers with their babies, and orphaned children.
2002 Global Peace Games

The 2002 Global Peace Games for Children and Youth took place in 29 countries around the world on or around September 21, the UN International Day of Peace, supported by a colalition consisting of Play Soccer, SOS Children's Villages and FIFA, Olympic Aid and the U.S. Youth Soccer Association. The friendly soccer games are locally organised, planned and financed by non-governmental organisations to celebrate the centrality of children and youth in the UN International Decade for Peace and Non-violence 2001 to 2010. SOS facilities in Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Guatemala, Honduras, Kenya, Morocco, Malawi, Mauritius, Somalia, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Cambodia, India, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, Bulgaria, Croatia and Romania were involved.

New Publication

SOS-KDI published the booklet “Shaping my own life”, featuring SOS projects in support of the economic and social integration of youth. It informs on social learning, education and vocational training projects, especially in support to marginalized youth, and the context of the social and economic reality young people live in different countries. Copies are available upon request for free at Claudia.Schachinger@sos-kd.org.

Claudia Schachinger

Liaison Office

SOS-Kinderdorf International

Billrothstraße 22

A - 1190 Wien

Austria

Tel: ++43-(0)1-368 24 57 - 20

Fax: ++43-(0)1-368 89 18

E-mail: Claudia.Schachinger@sos-kd.org

http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org 

Business and Professional Women International

The XXIV BPW International Congress was held in Melbourne, Australia from 3 - 9 October 2002. The Congress Theme "A World of Peace" was chosen in the light of September 11th. I would like to point out two Resolutions adopted at Congress:

1. Human Rights of Afghani Women:
Concerned that the women of Afghanistan suffered intensely from the results of legislation under the Taliban regime that deprived them of their human rights. 

Aware that there were flagrant violations of many United Nations international Treaties, including the denial of their civil and political rights; their economic, social and cultural rights; freedom of movement; the right to work; access to education, employment and health care. 

Considering that the rules which were imposed upon Afghan women were contrary to the Convention on the Elimination of all Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), and noting that there appears to have been some improvement in the situation of women in Afghanistan since the establishment of the Interim Council.

Therefore be it resolved that BPW International meeting in Melbourne, urges all affiliates to lobby their Governments to call upon the United Nations and other agencies to restore to Afghani women their human rights, to ensure that Afghani women are involved in international discussions on any post-Taliban government and that Afghani women participate fully in the future government of Afghanistan.

2. Assistance for Afghani Mothers and Young Women
Be it resolved that at the XXIV Congress, Melbourne BPW International demonstrate the support of the members of BPW world-wide for the women of Afghanistan by providing service and support through the medium of Project Five O or other international coalitions of women's organisations in a form that will benefit the mothers of the many families left destitute as well as a form of benefit to young women, deprived of years of education, who, if not assisted, will not be able to reach their potential in business or the professions.

Contact: 

Ilse Spritzendorfer

2nd Vice President

email: spritzen@aon.at
The International Council of Women (ICW)

The International Council of Women (ICW) held an African Regional Seminar on “Globalization, Women and HIV/AIDS” in January 2002 in Nairobi, Kenya, in cooperation with WHO and UNAIDS.

Another seminar was held on 24 – 25, November 2001 in Pune / India “Women and the Culture of Peace” with speakers from the Indian Parliament, from the university, from hospitals and with journalists and Human Rights activists, which also dealt with family related issues such as “Education is a Key to Culture of Peace”, “Effects of Terrorism on Women and Children”, “Effect of Chemical and Nuclear Warfare on Health of Women and Children”, “Implementing Law for Gender Equality”.

Several ICW projects in Africa, South America and Asia are helping mothers to cope with their difficulties in balancing work and family. Among them: 

· Republic of Congo: 

Center for Education of Girls and Unmarried Mothers.

· Columbia: 

Housing project.

· Lesotho: 

Pre-School and Vocational Training for Women and Men for Self-Employment and

Self-Reliance to start businesses for income generation.

· Indonesia: 

Youth Leadership Training.

· India: 

Multipurpose Training in Health and Hygiene for Rural Women.

The ICW Executive Meeting was held in June 2002 in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, in order to encourage broader participation of women in Latinamerica into the work of ICW and for better understanding of their problems.

ICW members are working with ministries on “Family and Reunion of Migrants” - Issues.

In National Councils efforts are made to promote resolutions such as

· That family undertaking the care of related children after the death of a parent or parents or because of other specified family difficulties should receive assistance equal to that reimbursed to foster parents.

· Securing the Future for Older Women.

Contact:

Eleonore Hauer – Rona

ICW Permanent Representative to the UN in Vienna

Wilhelm-Exnergasse 34, A-1090 Vienna, Austria

Email: boefv.ncwaustria@utanet.at

MARFAM - Marriage and Family Life Renewal Ministry, Catholic Diocese of

Johannesburg, South Africa.

The World Summit for Sustainable Development was held in Johannesburg in August 2002. Also known to some as Rio + 10 there had been great hopes for an evaluation of progress on the various issues particularly environmental issues. The recognition of families as basic social institutions with rights and duties was part of the text of the Rio Declaration but received no attention at the Johannesburg summit, in the formal or the NGO deliberations. Needs of women and children and the role of women did feature and it appears that more and more frequently the needs of women and children are considered in isolation from the system of which they and men form a part.

This lack of a family focus is seen to be unfortunate and a lost opportunity to mobilise interest from a much wider base than is likely to come on board in the follow-up to IYF in 2004. It is hoped that through networking with family associations and gathering support from government and business sectors the cause of strengthening families will be well served in 2004. Now is the time to begin.

Contact: TONI ROWLAND

MARFAM

Marriage and Family Life Renewal Ministry

Catholic Diocese of Johannesburg, South Africa.

P.O.Box 2881, Randburg, 2125, South Africa.

Tel/fax 27 11 789 5449

homefun@icon.co.za.

http://homefun.www.icon.co.za
RECENT AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS

"DISTANCE, DIVERSITY, DISLOCATION - FAMILIES FACING GLOBILISATION"

International Conference in Sydney, Australia (June 2002)

While the notion of the global village had a positive, human ring to it, globalisation has acquired very different connotations – disempowerment, exploitation, eroded differences, machiavellian deals, and profligacy. And globalisation, in its many guises, has also been described as the enemy of family life. Communities, rich and poor, are responding to that threat to families in many different ways.

 Motivated by the desire to learn from the experiences and the initiatives of others, and by a recognition of the need to create complementary national and international pro-family policies and practices to counterbalance some of the harmful effects of globalisation, participants from family-related organisations in twenty-one countries and five continents came together in Sydney for the forty-ninth multidisciplinary conference of the International Commission on Couple and Family Relations.

Keynote speakers - a leading industrialist, a professor of psychology, an eminent anthropologist and legal expert, and a specialist in social welfare - addressed the conference theme and were supported by eight workshops about service initiatives in different countries. Participants met for four sessions in sub-groups to examine the ideas and issues being raised in more detail. Their discussions ranged over consideration of theoretical issues and the practicalities of delivering front-line services. In plenary session the groups spoke of working assumptions being questioned, new analyses of social processes having been made and, predominantly, of their own creative efforts to find better balances between the positive and negative consequences of globalisation on couples and families.

A copy of the conference report is available from the ICCFR Secretariat:

Mrs. Gerlind Richards

ICCFR General Secretary

4 Barnfield Wood Close

Beckenham, Kent BR3 6SY

England

Tel./ Fax: +44+20+8663.0445

E-mail: Richards@icmir.fsnet.co.uk
The International Day of the World's Indigenous People, August 9, 2002

In 1994, the General Assembly decided that the International Day of the World's Indigenous People shall be observed on 9 August every year during the International Decade of the World's Indigenous People (resolution 49/214 of 23 December). The date marks the day of the first meeting, in 1992, of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations of the Subcommission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. Already in 1990, the General Assembly proclaimed 1993 the International Year of the World's Indigenous People (resolution 45/164), and in 1993, the Assembly proclaimed the International Decade of the World's Indigenous People, starting on 10 December 1994 (resolution 48/163). The goal of the Decade is to strengthen international cooperation for solving problems faced by indigenous people in such areas as human rights, the environment, development, education and health. The Coordinator of the Decade is the High Commissioner for Human Rights; its theme is "Indigenous people: Partnership in action"

The International Youth Day August 12, 2002 

On 17 December 1999, in its resolution 54/120 I, the General Assembly endorsed the recommendation made by the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth (Lisbon, 8-12 August 1998) that 12 August be declared International Youth Day. 

It recommended that public information activities be organized to support the Day as a way to promote better awareness of the World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond, adopted by the Assembly in 1995 (resolution 50/81). 

The European Youth Alliance cordially invites you to the congress

"Conceiving the Embryo" * To be held in Brussels from the 19th until the 20th of October 2002.

*Conceiving the Embryo is organised by Medicine and Human Dignity in cooperation with the European Youth Alliance and Jeunes pour la Vie.

More information regarding the programme on the website www.theembryo.com

Registration at leila@worldyouthalliance.org

The Politics of Childhood, 10-12 September 2002

University of Hull, UK

This conference explores the politics of childhood as experienced by children in their everyday lives. It considers how children's social worlds - at home, in the street, at school, in the playground - are shaped by wider social, economic and political forces operating both globally, through national and international law and social policy, and more locally through specific cultural representations of what children should be and what childhood should be like. Abstracts to be sent by April 5, 2002.

Further information: Centre for the Social Study of Childhood, Department of Applied Sciences, University of Bradford, Bradford BD7 1DP, UK. Email: J.A.Goddard@Bradford.ac.uk

New Researchers In Families And Relationships, 17 September 2002
Edinburgh, Scotland

The Centre for Research on Families and Relationships at the University of Edinburgh is convening a one-day conference for new researchers with an interest in families and relationships. The meeting will provide an opportunity to discuss research issues and to present findings in a supportive environment. The meeting is aimed at new researchers from the academic sector (Ph.D. students, other postgraduate students, researchers/lecturers within five years of completing their Ph.D. and academics returning to research) and outside the academic sector (the voluntary sector, Local Government, National Government and the private sector). Date for Receipt of Abstracts: 31st July 2002.

Further information : Anne-Margaret Campbell, CRFR, 23 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh, EH8 9LN. Email: crfr@ed.ac.uk. Tel: 0131-651-1918. Fax: 0131-651-1833. Web: http://www.crfr.ac.uk/
Inaugural Conference of the European Society on Family Relations, 31 Oct - 2 Nov

Nijmegen, The Netherlands

Plenary sessions at the inaugural meeting of the European Society on Family Relations will include the following topics: child care; investing in children; studying the family; prevention and intervention.

Further information: European Society on Family Relations, Institute of Family and Child Care Studies, University of Nijmegen, PO Box 9104, 6500 HE Nijmegen, The Netherlands. Tel: +31 24 3612123. Fax: +31 24 3612776. Email: ESFR@ped.kun.nl. Web: http://www.socsci.kun.nl/ESFR
Family, Gender, and Health, 11-13 December 2002

Ha Noi, Vietnam

This workshop will mark the 15th anniversary of the Center for Family and Women Studies' foundation in Vietnam. A call for papers has been made to researchers, scholars, and practitioners in the fields of family, gender and health. The focus of papers should be on health, population, and/or development from a gender perspective. Papers could raise issues of a conceptual nature, or problematize or reflect on experiences in research or in development work. They should be problem-oriented and provoke discussion. Submission deadline is October 31, 2002.

Further information: Ms. Nguyen Thi Mai Hoa, Co-ordinator, Organizing Committee, Center for Family and Women Studies, 6 Dinh Cong Trang, Hoan Kiem, Ha Noi, Viet Nam. Email: cfws@netnam.vn. 

Fax: 84-4-933-2890.

Leuven, Belgium: 3 - 7 May 2003

"NEW HARMONIES: FAMILIES HOLDING RELATIONSHIPS, WORK AND THE GENERATIONS IN BALANCE"

ICCFR 50th Anniversary Conference
The International Commission on Couple and Family Relations (ICCFR) will celebrate its 50th anniversary with this international conference for organisations and individuals involved in working to support couple and family relationships - policy makers and practitioners, lawyers and researchers. The event will provide an international forum where they can engage in a multidisciplinary dialogue about the issues and challenges couple and family relationships face, and about the means by which the related professions can collaborate in responding to them.

Eminent keynote speakers from around the world will present the following themes:

· Families in a cross-cultural perspective

· The well-being of families

· Couples and family relations: a life-course perspective

· Equal opportunities in a world of differences

Workshops on the following topics will be presented:

· The well-being of families: the role of the counselling services

· Family living arrangements: the joys and sorrows of transitions

· Equal opportunities: managing ethnic, religious and social differences

· The well-being of families: the role of the policy makers

· Couples in later years

· From marriage guidance to reforming families

· Reconciling the rights of children, parents and the family

· Family relations and informal care

· The evolution of values and links within families of foreign origin

· Balancing family life, social life and professional life

For further details, please contact:

ICCFR Secretariat – 4 Barnfield Wood Close – Beckenham Kent BR3 6SY – England

Tel./Fax: +44+20+8663.0445  Fax: +8313.3247  E-mail: Richards@icmir.fsnet.co.uk

PARENTS FORUM

Parents forum is pleased to announce its Ounce Of Prevention Series "OOPS!" fall workshops, especially for parents of pre-schoolers, but all are welcome. These cover the PARENTS FORUM agenda in three sessions on the first Saturday of the month: October 5, November 2 and December 7, 2002. These free sessions will be held Noon - 1:30, 1:30 - 2:30 and 2:30 - 3:30 at McDonald's Restaurant in Porter Square, Cambridge, Massachusetts USA.

Parents forum is a group of parents and others who come together to practice good communications skills in order to become more responsible in our families and more involved in our communities. With respect and honesty we work through the conflicts and strong feelings that can arise in family life. 

Information on the PARENTS FORUM program, including the full text of the eight questions on family life that make up the PARENTS FORUM agenda, is available online: http://www.parentsforum.org. You may contact the program by telephone: 1 - 617 - 864-3802, by email:  <info@parentsforum.org>, or by letter mail to 144 Pemberton Street,

Cambridge MA 02140-2509 USA. We are always happy to hear from readers of Families International!

PUBLICATIONS

The Austrian Institute for Family Studies (ÖIF) is an independent, non-profit organisation for the interdisciplinary, scientific and application-oriented analysis of familial relationships and structures from the perspective of children, women, and men. 

http://www.oif.ac.at 

 puzzleweise* 17/2002

A Service of the Austrian Institute for Family Studies

Coordinator of the European Observatory on the Social Situation,Demography and Family,

2002-09-27 

Family and Social Exclusion in the European Union
The debate about social exclusion signals a new step in the development of the EU Member States. New forms of poverty and a lack of social contacts (deprivation) take traditional poverty studies to their methodological limits. Research on social exclusion processes increasingly tends to focus on the family, which is normally considered a protection against social exclusion. The complex links between these different processes require a distinctive yet co-ordinating social policy. Measures that may contribute to the inclusion of one particular group might lead to the exclusion of another group. The study carried out by the social scientist and collaborator of the Catholic Social Academy, Paloma Fernández de la Hoz, traces the development of the term ‘social exclusion’ and summarises the current state of research. The study was commissioned by the European Observatory on the Social Situation, Demography and Family, co-ordinated at the Austrian Institute for Family Studies (ÖIF). 

The report is based on the key issues of the EU-wide research on this topic. It is divided into three parts: 

1) Social exclusion and political development in the European Union

2) Social exclusion as a sociological category

3) Families: how they are affected and how they respond

As non-governmental organisations (NGOs) play a special role as co-operation partners of the EU’s political bodies dealing with social issues, the report also contains an annex analysing social exclusion from the perspective of eleven selected organisations. 

Paloma Fernández de la Hoz: Families and Social Exclusion in the European Union: Theoretical Aspects, Lines of Convergence and Unsettled Issues. (pdf)
The "Institute for Marriage and Family” offers the following publications in English:

Proceedings of the International Conference of the WFO "Reconciling Violent Relationships" (Durban 1999)

Natural Familiy Planning and Marriage Enrichment. Documentation of the 4th European Congress of IFFLP/FIDAF 1987

Institute for Marriage and Family

Institut für Ehe und Familie (IEF)
A-1010 Wien, Spiegelgasse 3/8
Telephon: 0043/1/515 52 - 3651
Telefax: 0043/1/513 89 58
E-mail: office@ief.at
INTRODUCING
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Fédération des Associations Familiales Catholiques en Europe

Föderation der Katholischen Familienverbände in Europa

Federation of Catholic Family Associations in Europe

First contribution
of the Federation of Catholic Family Associations in Europe (FACFE) to the work of the convention on the future of the European Union
The Federation of Catholic Family Associations in Europe (FACFE) groups together the associations of Catholic families of several European countries. Its aim lies in attempting to foster family needs and interests at an European level.

On 22 January 2001 the Council of Europe recognised the Federation as a non-governmental Organisation with consultative status at the Council of Europe. Since January 2002 the Federation has obtained access to the procedure for collective complaints on the European Social Charter.

Through the federate associations the FACFE represents about 7 million families, that is to say from 25 to 30 million people in Europe.
The FACFE
· believes that the European Union’s Declaration of Fundamental Rights based on those philosophical and religious principles, which are part of the European tradition, must be included in the Treaty;
· underlines the fact that the family, a union between a man and a woman based on marriage, which is open to procreation, constitutes the fundamental nucleus of society and ensures social cohesion. Moreover, the family guarantees the best environment for the raising of children;
· believes that the rights of the children are a basic part of the fundamental rights;
· underlines that the first right of children is to have “a protected childhood within the family” and that this must be legally defended;
· asks that the contribution provided by families to the economic activity of the European Union, their importance as consumers as well as the central role of the family in the educational process, should be adequately acknowledged;
· asks that adequate recognition is given to the task of raising and caring for children which is carried out within the family, as well as the family’s essential role at the human, social, cultural and economic level.
The Federation of Catholic Family Associations in Europe asks that the following rights be adequately protected within the framework of the European Union’s Treaty.
The Federation of Catholic Family Associations in Europe requests:
· the setting up of a means of coordinating national family policies, in order to put into effect political decisions based on European treaties which take into consideration their impact on the family;
· the institution of the right of a hearing for European Family Organisations;
· that the protection and promotion of families are included in the Treaty.
________________ Secrétariat - Federführender Verband - Association in charge __________________
Katholischer Familienverband Südtirol  KFS

Dr. Streitergasse 10/b  I 39100 BOZEN
Tel : (00 39) 0471 324 555  Fax : (0039) 0471 324555  E-mail : eu.fed.fam@kfs.bz.it 

Dr. Christine von Stefenelli – Präsidentin

Monica Betta: Generalsekretärin

NEWS FROM THE UNITED NATIONS

UN General Assembly Special Session on Children Follow-Up

The “United National General Assembly Special Session on Children”, originally scheduled for September 2001, took place 8-10 May 2002 in New York. Governments reviewed the progress made since the World Summit on Children in 1990 and set goals and guidelines for shaping future child-related policies. The official Session was preceded by a three days “Children’s Forum” where 400 child delegates under 18 participated voiced their opinions and brought their final declaration “We the children” to the Session.

The Session finally agreed on twenty-one goals to improve the lives of children worldwide. These include reducing infant mortality and malnutrition; developing early childhood development programmes and health care systems; improving the quality of education and increasing the number of children in school; protecting children from abuse, neglect, exploitation, violence, armed conflict, forced displacement and sexual exploitation; eliminating the worst forms of child labour; implementing measures to reduce HIV/AIDS and to support orphans and children infected and affected by the virus. 
Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) are rather disappointed with some of the compromises made by governments to reach agreement on the heavily debated document. (see http://www.unicef.org/specialsession/ for more information).

Within one year, national governments are now supposed to develop “National Plans of Action” (NPA) in order to translate the global policy guidelines of the Special Session outcome document „A World fit for children“ (WFFC) in national key priorities and to incorporate them in national legislation. NGOs will play an important role in the development, dissemination and monitoring of NPAs based on the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). UNICEF and major NGO groups strongly support the process.

UN study on violence against children

A “UN Study on Violence Against Children”, supported by UNICEF, WHO and the High Commissioner for Human Rights is planned to raise international visibility of all forms of violence against children, help understand the causes and impact, and identify an international action plan to end these abuses. A Special Expert leading the study will be named by the UN Secretary General soon. The study will be modelled after the famous Machel-study, “Children in Armed Conflict”, by UN special expert (and spouse of Nelson Mandela) Graca Machel. NGOs around the subgroup on violence contribute to the study. Currently, a NGO advisory panel is formed to provide input on the study's content, process and outcomes; and facilitate NGO involvement. 
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Follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development and the twenty-fourth special of the General Assembly:

review of relevant United Nations plans and programmes of action pertaining to the situation of social groups:

preparations for and observance of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family

Resolution on the preparations for and observance of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family.

The Commission for Social Development recommends that the Economic and Social Council approve the following draft resolution for adoption by the General Assembly:

Recalling its resolutions 44/82 of 8 December 1989, 46/92 of 16 December 1991, 47/237 of 20 September 1993, 50/142 of 21 December 1995, 52/81 of 12 December 1997, 54/124 of 17 December 1999 and 56/113 of 19 December 2001 concerning the proclamation, preparations for and observance of the International Year of the Family and the Tenth Anniversary,

Recognizing that the follow-up to the International Year of the Family is an integral part of the agenda and of the multi-year programme of work of the Commission for Social Development until 2004,

Noting that the family-related provisions of the outcomes of the United Nations Summits and Conferences of the 1990s and their follow-up processes continue to provide policy guidance on ways to strengthen family-centred components of policies and programmes as part of an integrated comprehensive approach to development,

Recalling that relevant United Nations instruments on human rights as well as relevant global plans and programmes of action call for the widest possible protection and assistance to be accorded to the family, bearing in mind that in different cultural, political and social systems, various forms of the family exist,

Emphasizing that equality between women and men and respect for the human rights of all family members is essential to family well-being and to society at large, and noting the importance of reconciliation of work and family life,

Aware that families are affected by social and economic changes expressing themselves in trends that are observable worldwide, and that the causes and consequences of those trends concerning families have to be identified and analysed,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the preparations for the observance of the Tenth Anniversary

Recognizing the important role of NGOs at the local and national levels working in the interest of families.

1.
Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General and the recommendations contained therein;

2.
Reaffirms its invitation to all States to take prompt action to establish national mechanisms, as appropriate, to prepare for, observe and follow up the Tenth Anniversary, in particular for the purpose of planning, stimulating and harmonizing the activities of the governmental and non-governmental agencies and organizations concerned with the preparation for and observance of the Tenth Anniversary, and to cooperate with the Secretary-General in achieving the objectives of the Tenth Anniversary;

3.
Calls upon all United Nations bodies, the specialized agencies, the regional commissions and the intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations concerned, in particular family-related organizations, to make every possible effort towards the implementation of the objectives of the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family by integrating and mainstreaming these objectives into the planning and decision-making processes;

4.
Decides that the major activities for the observance of the Tenth Anniversary should be concentrated at the local, national and regional levels, and that the United Nations system should assist Governments in these efforts;

5.
Takes note of a major study on most important trends affecting families to be presented to the General Assembly at the commencement of the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family in December 2003;

6.
Calls for a concerted promotional, information and media campaign on behalf of the Tenth Anniversary at the national, regional and international levels;

7.
Invites the Secretary-General to launch the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family in early December 2003;

8.
Decides to devote one plenary meeting at its fifty-ninth session, in 2004, to the observance of the Tenth Anniversary, building upon the events to be held on 15 May 2004 on the occasion of the International Day of Families;

9.
Invites the Secretary-General to continue to play an active role in facilitating international cooperation within the framework of the follow-up to the International Year of the Family, to facilitate the exchange of experiences and information among Governments on effective policies and strategies, to facilitate technical assistance, with a focus on least developed and developing countries, and to encourage the organization of subregional and interregional meetings and relevant research;

10.
Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its fifty-eighth session through the Commission for Social Development and the Economic and Social Council on the preparation for the Tenth Anniversary at all levels.

Projects of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family are supported by:

· Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Bäuerinnen in Niederösterreich

· Austrian Federal Government 

· Bank Austria

· Berndorf Gruppe

· Creditanstalt Bankverein

· European Commission

· Government of Germany

· Government of Liechtenstein

· Government of Luxembourg

· Government of Spain, Catalonia and the Balearic Islands

· INGOs

· Niederösterreichische Landesregierung

· Niederösterreichische Versicherungs AG

· OMV

· Shell Austria AG

· Schoeller-Bleckmann Oilfield Equipment AG

· Rotary International

· United Nations Trust Fund on Family Activities
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