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From the Desk of the Chairperson

Dear Readers of Families International (FI) 

If you have received a copy of FI by post and already have an eMail address, we would greatly appreciate if you could send us your eMail address to:famcom.vienna@utanet.at.  If we can send you FI by eMail, you can receive it much more quickly and it saves us postage outlay.

You can find information about the upcoming  International Day of Families on May 15th 2002 in this issue. Please send announcements or reports on your contributions to FI: ematt@vki.or.at
On the homepage of the Committee(www.viennafamilycommittee.org) you can click into a network of 51 family-oriented organisations in Kenya, who have joined an Interactive-Internet-Forum.  A similar Forum on family-oriented organisations in Central and Eastern European Countries (CEEC) is in the process of being prepared for the website and will be available shortly. 

In this issue you will find the text of a resolution just recently passed by the United Nations Commission for Social Development in New York on the 10th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family (IYF) 2004 and the proposed Plan of Action for 2004 of the Committee. We look forward to hearing from you about your plans to celebrate the IYF 10th Anniversary and will be happy to report on them in FI.

We wish to express our appreciation for your contributions to FI and the active interchange we enjoy with you.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Crowley

(Chairperson)
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special feature:

COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Fortieth session of the Commission for Social Development

United Nations

New York, 11-21 february 2002
AGENDA


The Commission for Social Development (a functional Commission of the Economic and Social Council –ECOSOC- consisting of 46 members elected for four-year term of office) opened its fortieth session on 11 February 2002.


The priority theme, item 3. (a) of the agenda, “Integration of social and economic policy”, focused on three main topics of discussion: (i) social aspects of macroeconomic policies; (ii) social assessment as a policy tool; (iii) expenditures in the social sector as a productive factor.


Item 3.(b) was “Review of relevant United Nations plans and programmes of action pertaining to the situation of social groups”, (i) Commission for Social Development acting as the Preparatory Committee for the Second World Assembly on Ageing; (ii) Report of the Third Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on Disability; (iii) Preparations for and observance of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family.

******************************************************************************************
Statement  submitted by the following non-governmental organisations in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations: Bahái International Community; European Union of Women; International Association of Charities; International Confederation of Christian Family Movements; International Council of  Jewish Women; International Council of Women; International Council of Psychologists; International Council on Alcohol and Addictions; International Federation for Family Development; International Federation for Home Economics; International Inner Wheel; International Kolping Society; Italian Centre of Solidarity; Foundation for the Rights of the Family; Salvation Army; Soroptimist International; SOS-Kinderdorf International  

Commission for Social Development

Fortieth  Session

12-22 February 2002                                    

Item 3(b) (iii) of the provisional agenda:

Review of relevant United Nations plans and programmes

of action pertaining to the situation of social groups:

Preparation for and observance of the tenth anniversary

of the International Year on the Family

Statement

We the undersigned international non-governmental organisations in consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council,

Recall:

Whereas,

By proclaiming 1994 the International Year of the Family the General Assembly acknowledged implicitly the significant role that the family – as the essential element of society – can play in the general social context;

The Year served to underscore the pivotal role of families in the development process and their multi-faceted functions in mainstreaming the well-being of individuals;

When the International Year of the Family was drawing to an end, two basic questions, among others, were raised: What has been achieved? What remains to be done? The Year was seen at the time as an important  event within a continuing process;

However, notwithstanding the obvious goals achieved, ” … the Year did not lead to the development of a long-term global plan of action on families similar to the global programmes on the advancement of women; on aging, youth or disability.” (Report of the Secretary-General, 39th session of the Commission for Social Development, 13-23 February 2001)

The family, as the natural and fundamental group unit of society (Declaration of Human rights, Art.16), is a constant of social organization, an institutional reality and a productive economic unit;

The roles of the family are partly private, partly public in interaction with demographic, cultural, political, legal and economic factors;

Families whose bonds are based on shared experience are best placed for the transmission of values, for the protection against crime and violence and to mutually provide reliable care and support. The family is also an important factor of solidarity between generations;

The sustainable socio-economic development could not succeed without the participation and achievement of families, who are the major  actors and beneficiaries of this process;

We, therefore, 

Welcome resolution 54/24 of 20 January 2000  proclaiming 2004 as the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family, and hope that the preparations for and observance of this Anniversary will lead to an international in-depth debate on family issues;

Welcome also resolution 54/262 of May 2000 and the decision to convene the Second World Assembly on Ageing for April 2002, on the occasion of the Twentieth Anniversary of the First World Assembly held in Vienna in 1982;

Express the need for a continued and holistic attention to family issues in the work of the United Nations bodies and the integration of social and economic policies on the national level which should include family-sensitive policies;

Urge the United Nations to play an active role in facilitating international cooperation and the exchange of experience and information among Governments on effective family policies and strategies;

Support the initiative to review the global situation of families in 2004, the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family, as established in the ”Multi-year programme of work of the Commission for Social Development for 2002-2006”.

Suggest, moreover, that the Commission for Social Development ”continue to review annually the preparations for the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family as part of its agenda and of its multi-year programme of action for 2002-2006” (39th session of the Commission for Social Development, draft resolution on ”Preparation for and observance of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family”);

Emphasize the need to foster policies that enable parents to combine their remunerated work with their family life and to share responsibilities in the care of childdren. Also stress the importance of equality between women  and men in the family and in society;

Suggest that Governments promote social and economic policies targeting special needs of families. All measures should reflect an understanding of the different situations that families face over the life cycle;

Urge governments to continue and increase measures to fight poverty as a major factor that affects families, especially woman and children, and destabilizes entire societies;

Request that measures be worked out to assist families caring for disabled and frail members and to cover the needs of grandparents or foster parents who assume responsibility for their grandchildren or foster children, respectively;

Urge Governments to focus especially on how families are affected by HIV/AIDS, how they can become effective in both prevention and care and contribute to global efforts against the disease;

Underline the priority that should be given to the situation of refugees, migrants and misplaced families. International cooperation on family reunification is of crucial importance;

Recommend that technology and its impact on the family be given due consideration. Referring to the internet, thought should be given as to how the freedom of expression and the undeniable respect of the rights of persons, particularly children, and of social groups such as the family, can be reconciled;

Encourage Non-governmental Organizations to work together in the sustainable socio-economic process focussing on families and become directly involved in the preparations for and observance of the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family, and to consider that pluralism and diversity are not a barrier to co-operation. (E/CN.5/2002/NGO/1)

******************************************************************************************

The Second Session of the Commission for Social Development Acting Preparatory Committee for the Second World Assembly on Ageing was held in connection with this session of the Commission.

	8-12 April
2002




	Madrid, Spain
Second World Assembly on Ageing [image: image1]
Contact: Mr. Yao Ngoran, NGO Focal Point of the Division for Social Policy and Development, DC-2, 1376 UN Plaza, New York, NY 10017, USA
E-Mail: Ngoran@un.org



The UN General Assembly decided to convene the Second World Assembly on Ageing in 2002, on the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the First World Assembly on Ageing, held in Vienna in 1982. The Second Assembly, to be hosted by Government of Spain, will review the outcome of the First Assembly and revised the 1982 Plan of Action whilst taking cognisance of the current ageing processes and their impact on the social, cultural and economic realities of each society. The resolution urges the international community to facilitate collaboration across sectors and nations, and to reach out to the development community, the media, the private sector and younger generations in an effort to create a society for all ages.
United Nations programmes have consistently promoted the fullest possible participation of older persons in their societies and the recognition of their needs and concerns. In 1982, the General Assembly endorsed the International Plan of Action on Ageing, adopted by the world Assembly on Ageing, in Vienna Austria, 26 July-6 August 1982. Subsequently, the General Assembly adopted the United Nations Principles For Older Persons in 1991. the Second World Assembly on Ageing is to be action-oriented in addressing the challenge of ageing in order to sustain the initiatives and momentum generated by the International Year of Older Persons in 1999.
******************************************************************************************

DRAFT RESOLUTION ON THE 10th ANNIVERSARY OF IYF 2004


 (unedited version)

Commission for Social Development

Fortieth session

11-21 February 2002

Agenda item 3 (b) (iii)

Follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development and
the twenty-fourth special of the General Assembly: review of

relevant United Nations plans and programmes of action pertaining

to the situation of social groups: preparations for and observance

of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family

Draft resolution adopted on 21 February 2002



Preparations for the observance of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family


The Commission for Social Development recommends that the Economic and Social Council approve the following draft resolution for adoption by the General Assembly:



Preparations for and observance of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family


The Economic and Social Council,


Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution:


The General Assembly,


Recalling its resolutions 44/82 of 8 December 1989, 46/92 of 16 December 1991, 47/237 of 20 September 1993, 50/142 of 21 December 1995, 52/81 of 12 December 1997, 54/124 of 17 December 1999 and 56/113 of 19 December 2001 concerning the proclamation, preparations for and observance of the International Year of the Family and the Tenth Anniversary,


Recognizing that the follow-up to the International Year of the Family is an integral part of the agenda and of the multi-year programme of work of the Commission for Social Development until 2004,


Noting that the family-related provisions of the outcomes of the United Nations Summits and Conferences of the 1990s and their follow-up processes continue to provide policy guidance on ways to strengthen family-centred components of policies and programmes as part of an integrated comprehensive approach to development,


Recalling that relevant United Nations instruments on human rights as well as relevant global plans and programmes of action call for the widest possible protection and assistance to be accorded to the family, bearing in mind that in different cultural, political and social systems, various forms of the family exist,


Emphasizing that equality between women and men and respect for the human rights of all family members is essential to family well-being and to society at large, and noting the importance of reconciliation of work and family life,


Aware that families are affected by social and economic changes expressing themselves in trends that are observable worldwide, and that the causes and consequences of those trends concerning families have to be identified and analysed,


Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the preparations for the observance of the Tenth Anniversary,


Recognizing the important role of NGOs at the local and national levels working in the interest of families,


1.
Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General and the recommendations contained therein;


2.
Reaffirms its invitation to all States to take prompt action to establish national mechanisms, as appropriate, to prepare for, observe and follow up the Tenth Anniversary, in particular for the purpose of planning, stimulating and harmonizing the activities of the governmental and non-governmental agencies and organizations concerned with the preparation for and observance of the Tenth Anniversary, and to cooperate with the Secretary-General in achieving the objectives of the Tenth Anniversary;


3.
Calls upon all United Nations bodies, the specialized agencies, the regional commissions and the intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations concerned, in particular family-related organizations, to make every possible effort towards the implementation of the objectives of the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family by integrating and mainstreaming these objectives into the planning and decision-making processes;


4.
Decides that the major activities for the observance of the Tenth Anniversary should be concentrated at the local, national and regional levels, and that the United Nations system should assist Governments in these efforts;


5.
Takes note of a major study on most important trends affecting families to be presented to the General Assembly at the commencement of the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family in December 2003;


6.
Calls for a concerted promotional, information and media campaign on behalf of the Tenth Anniversary at the national, regional and international levels;


7.
Invites the Secretary-General to launch the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family in early December 2003;


8.
Decides to devote one plenary meeting at its fifty-ninth session, in 2004, to the observance of the Tenth Anniversary, building upon the events to be held on 15 May 2004 on the occasion of the International Day of Families;


9.
Invites the Secretary-General to continue to play an active role in facilitating international cooperation within the framework of the follow-up to the International Year of the Family, to facilitate the exchange of experiences and information among Governments on effective policies and strategies, to facilitate technical assistance, with a focus on least developed and developing countries, and to encourage the organization of subregional and interregional meetings and relevant research;

Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its fifty-eighth session through the Commission for Social Development and the Economic and Social Council on the preparation for the Tenth Anniversary at all levels.

VIENNA  NGO  COMMITTEE  ON THE FAMILY

www.viennafamilycommittee.org
ANNUAL REPORT  2001

PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES

In two Full Committee Meetings representatives of the 40 International Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) in official relations with the United Nations, who are members of the Committee and the 23 associate member organisations discussed various areas of activities and approved the proposed Action Plan 2001. The Board of the Committee worked out a schedule for implementation which was realised in co-operation with the working groups of the Committee and the support of the member organisations and their representatives. The world wide network of approximately 1000 institutions, non-governmental organisations, research and university institutes, government agencies and individuals continues to be, not only a beneficiary of the information exchange, but is in many cases, directly involved in the work of the Committee. Two organisations, Parents Forum, U.S.A. and Prosalis, Portugal became associate members of the Committee in 2001. 

The following projects were realised in 2001

1. Families International

Three issues, Nos. 39 – 41 of the Bulletin of the Committee, with the following special features were published:

“International Day of Families and the International Year of Volunteers”, “Male Involvement in Families” and “When Prosperity Erodes Family Well-Being”.

The Board of the Committee set up, with the support of the network, an up-dated mailing list to send Families International per eMail. This resulted in 60% being able to receive their copy via eMail, which  reduces the financial outlay for postage. 

2. International Day of the Family 2001

The theme of the Day  for the year 2001 “Families and Volunteers: Building Social Cohesion“ was elaborated in an information pamphlet which was distributed to the member organisations and to the Committee network. The Statement of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Mr. Kofi Annan, on the theme of the day was distributed to the international network of the Committee.
3. Co-operation with the United Nations Organisation

a.) Active participation at the 39th Session of the Commission for Social Development (CSD) in New York in February 2001 which focused on “Enhancing Social Protection and Reducing Vulnerability in a Globalizing World”

b.) Presentation of an INGO Statement which was prepared by the members of the Committee and signed by international member organisations before becoming an official document of the CSD 2001. 

c.) Presentation of an oral statement by the Chairperson of the Committee to the CSD. 

d.) Exchange of views and discussion of possible areas of co-operation with the Officer-in-Charge of the United Nations Family Unit in New York

e.) Participation by the Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson in a meeting of a core group set up by the Family Unit of the United Nations Secretariat in New York to implement a resolution of the United Nations General Assembly to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family in 2004.

f.)  Preparation and submission of an INGO Statement to the 40th Session of the         

Commission for Social Development, which will consider the priority theme; 

“Integration of Social and Economic Policy”. 

4. Building Networks of Family-Oriented Organisations in African Countries

An evaluation of the replies from a questionnaire, which consisted of a 75% response, to the pilot project on building networks of family-oriented organisations in African countries led to a decision by the Board of the Committee to pursue this project in it’s next stage in Kenya. It is intended to use the Committee homepage not only as an information medium but as an interactive forum to make the various Committee networks truly interactive and the installation of a network of 51 family-oriented NGOs in Kenya was commissioned, with those organisations, who replied to the questionnaire sent out by the Committee. A special section of the website will become a forum for the Kenyian NGOs to interact with each other at will and with the help of a coded password to update their own section of the homepage. This information, including a descriptive sociological analysis of the data from the project, will also be available to all those who click into the Committee homepage, 
5. Building Networks of Family-Oriented Organisations in Central and Eastern European Countries

An International Seminar, with speakers from national governments, the United Nations, an INGO accredited to the  Council of Europe, the European Observatory for Family Matters and national and international NGOs, entitled “Strategies to Strengthen Family Organisations in Central and Eastern European Countries (CEEC)” was organised by the Committee in October 1999, at the United Nations Vienna International Centre, in which participants from eleven CEEC countries, under the guidance of a team of moderators, developed self-management strategies for their organisations. Resulting from this seminar the Board of the Committee decided to seek funding for a further stage of  this project.

With the financial support of the Austrian Federal Government, a further International Seminar was organised by a working group of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family, co-ordinated with the local organising committee in Latvia, with 25 participants from Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, from Oct. 19 - 23, 2001 in Sigulda, Latvia. The seminar was co-chaired by the Chairperson of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family, Peter Crowley, with Ms Rosi-Anna Weiss from the Austrian Federal Ministry for Social Affairs and Generations and representatives of NGOs from the Baltic countries. The programme included 24 presentations, which were made from representatives of the Latvian Ministry for Social Welfare, the World Bank, the United Nations Development Programme, the PHARE Access Programme and representatives of Family-oriented organisations in all three Baltic States. It is intended to publish a report of the seminar at a later date.
The Committee further decided to set up an Interactive-Internet-Forum for the 50 members of the present network of family-oriented NGOs in Central and Eastern European Countries, which was first published in a special issue of Families International in 1998. This allows the participating members of the network with the help of their own individual password to update the information on their organisation and it’s activities. Organisations grouped under various categories, such as education, health, poverty eradication, Aids/HIV, human rights and gender issues, are further accessible. A sociological descriptive analysis of the data is included. 

6. Participation in International Conferences, Seminars and Meetings  

The Chairperson attended, on behalf of the Committee a meeting of the European Parliament in Brussels, (www.europarl.eu.int/home/default_e.htm) on May 29th 2001, entitled “Mobilisation Day for the Protection of Children”, at the invitation of the personal envoy of President Chirac of France, as a preparatory meeting for the Special Summit Meeting on Children, re-scheduled for May 2002 at the United Nations in New York (www.un.org) 

The Chairperson also attended another meeting at the European Parliament in Brussels with the German Government, to present a project on the acquirement of social skills derived from family experience. (eMail: erler@dji.de)

The Chairperson further participated in an international seminar, organised by the World Family Union on Social Exclusion within European Union Countries, in a project funded by the European Union, at which research results in concepts of  parenting, poverty eradication and social competency were discussed. (eMail: eureg.info@familia.de)

7. Website and Homepage of the Committee

The Board of the Committee commissioned the setting up of a homepage, which became available in April 2001, to widen the impact of the information exchange in which the Committee is engaged and to help heighten the awareness of and focus on the celebration of the tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family, which the General Assembly of the United Nations has declared for 2004, by having a special section of the homepage devoted to the preparations for 2004. It also offers the opportunity of cutting costs of the Committee, by offering the possibility to readers of the Committee’s Quarterly Bulletin, ‘Families International,’ to download it from the Internet. The website can further be used as an instrument of communication within the projects of the Committee as well as to enlarge it’s membership. Funding for the Homepage, which was hit on average over 270 times per month in 2001, was obtained from the Austrian Federal Ministry for Social Affairs  and Generations.


8. International Seminar on Racism

An International Seminar was held at the instigation of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family in conjunction with the six other NGO Committees at the United Nations Office in Vienna and CONGO: Alliance of NGOs on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, NGO Committee on Aging, NGO Committee on Development, NGO Committee on Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substance, NGO Committee on Peace and NGO Committee on the Status of Women at the United Nations Office in Vienna entitled: INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR “RACISM AND XENOPHOBIA” highlighting the United Nations International Year 2001 of Mobilisation against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance. The seminar, which was opened by a staff member from the office of the United Nations High Commissioner on Human Rights, in Geneva, Ms Mary Robinson, adopted a joint statement for submission to the United Nations Conference on Racism Xenophobia and Related Intolerances, in South Africa in 2001. (The full text of the Statement, as well as other documentation referred to, is available on the website of the Committee at www.viennafamilycommittee.org)

Vienna,  January 2002 
****************************************************************************************

PROPOSED PLAN  OF  ACTION  2002

1. SERVICE TO THE INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR INFORMATION EXCHANGE

* FAMILIES INTERNATIONAL ( QUARTERLY BULLETIN OF THE VIENNA NGO COMMITTEE    ON THE FAMILY): EXPANDING THE INFORMATION EXCHANGE VALUE OF THE PUBLICATION IN OUR WORLD WIDE NETWORK OF CA.1000 PARTICIPANTS THROUGH:

a) SPECIAL FEATURES ON TOPICS OF INTEREST TO FAMILIES AND FAMILY ISSUES & POLICY

b) NEWS FROM THE UNITED NATIONS RELEVANT TO FAMILIES

c) NEWS FROM THE VIENNA NGO COMMITTEE ON THE FAMILY

d) FAMILY RELATED NGO NEWS

e) RECENT AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS

f) PUBLICATIONS - PERIODICALS AND MAGAZINES 

g) INTRODUCTION OF ORGANISATIONS RELATED TO FAMILY ISSUES 

h) INFORMATION DOCUMENT RELATED TO THE THEME OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES 2002 & NEWS RELEVANT TO THE 10th ANNIVERSARY OF IYF 2004

2. COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS

* COOPERATION WITH THE SUBPROGRAMME ON FAMILY, DEPARTMENT FOR POLICY COORDINATION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  - PARTICIPATION IN UN CORE GROUP TO FACILIATE THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE 10th ANNIVERSARY OF THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE FAMILY (IYF) IN 2004

* LOBBYING AT COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT (CSD) 2002 IN NEW YORK,  INCLUDING SUBMISSION OF JOINT INGO WRITTEN STATEMENT PREPARED BY THE COMMITTEE, AS  WELL  AS ORAL STATEMENT TO THE CSD

3. FOCUS ON FAMILY-ORIENTED NGOs IN AFRICA

* IMPLEMENTATION OF PROJECT: "BUILDING NETWORKS OF 51 FAMILY-ORIENTED NGOs  IN KENYA" BY SETTING UP AN INTERACTIVE-INTERNET-FOUM TO FACILITATE THE MAINTANANCE OF A NETWORK BETWEEN PARTICIPATING NGOs, LOCAL, NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. 

4. FOCUS ON FAMILY-ORIENTED NGOs IN CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES

* PROJECT INITIATION TO BUILD-UP INTERACTIVE NETWORK OF FAMILY-ORIENTED NGOs IN CARRIBBEAN  COUNTRIES 

5. FOCUS ON FAMILY-ORIENTED NGOs IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

*  SETTING UP INTERACTIVE INTERNET FORUM OF 50 FAMILY-ORIENTED NGOs IN CEEC      

* PUBLICATION OF REPORT ON INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR “STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF FAMILY-ORIENTED NGOs IN THE BALTIC STATES” HELD IN LATVIA OCTOBER 2001


6. INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES 2002

* INTERNATIONAL FORUM ON ‘THE CHANGING ROLE OF FATHERS AND MOTHERS IN SOCIETY’ 

7. WORKING GROUPS OF THE VIENNA NGO COMMITTEE ON THE FAMILY:

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES / CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES / COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT / FAMILIES INTERNATIONAL / 10th ANNIVERSARY INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE FAMILY 20004

FAMILY-RELATED NGO NEWS

BEYOND THE GIRL CHILD

By Ohene Akoto-FASAG

GENDER is determined at fertilisation. It is the

chromosomes of the man that determine the sex of a child.

A y-bearing sperm will produce a male while an x-bearing sperm produces female. Therefore, the random fusion of an egg and sperm has an equal chance of boy or a girl being conceived each time an egg is fertilised by the sperm.

After forty weeks, if the foetus emerges and it is a girl then all the policies made for the girl child start to function judiciously.

Issues about the girl-child have over the years

occupied a prominent position in the media and many governmental policies globally. This is due to the problems and discrimination the girl-child suffers.

At times, the girl-child will have to sacrifice her

right to be educated so that her brother can attend school. The girl child does all the house hold chores because of the fact that the said work is meant for her.

All these take place because of cultural misconception that a girl is inferior to a boy. It is an attitude of mind that cannot be broken into any logical analysis.

The irony of the girl-child's situation is that there are situations where the boy-child also faces tremendous drawbacks at the expense of the opposite sex. The fact that a male is called when there are fearful scenes, or work, which demands extra strength, must not be taken for granted.

The boy-child should not be left alone in the struggle in life and its agonies hence the need to address the boy-child in all respects.

After all, their own folks often mastermind all the so-called humiliation that the girl-child undergoes. This implies that the idea that women are their own enemies must be given a serious thought.

Policy makers should not ignore the fact that the world will not be a better place if only women are educated or given maximum attention.

It is important to remember that it takes a man and a woman to generate life. No one can imagine a world where women will be educated and come to marry ignoramuses.

Clearly, the attention given to the girl-child cannot be nullified but it can be restructured to include the boy-child.

Children need maximum and deploy their potentials. Discriminating against children because of their sex ifferences must be seriously discouraged. It will be unfair and unjust to treat equals unequally. Where children are given fair treatment, we create a scene for a balanced future for future generations.

Non governmental organisations and all others, which concentrate too much on the girl-child, neglecting the boy-child must know that children are precious assets from God. They need equal attention and love from all and sundry. Making policies for the girl-child alone

will not create the gender equilibrium that we talk about always.

It is of capital importance that we look beyond the girl-child to establish and environment worth living with everyone participating fully in making life dreams come true.

When we do these, we will magnify positive events and lessen the burden of carrying negative ones.

Ohene Akoto [oheneakoto@yahoo.com]

OHENE AKOTO

FASAG

BOX dk 258

DARKUMAN-ACCRA

GHANA

RECENT AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS
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15 May 2002
"Families and Ageing:  Opportunities and Challenges"
On 15 May 2002, the eighth year anniversary celebration of the International Day of Families will be observed.  Proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly in its resolution 47/237 of 20 September 1993, this annual observance reflects the importance, which the international community attaches to families as basic units of society as well as its concern regarding their situation around the world. The International Day of Families provides an opportunity to promote awareness of issues relating to families as well as to promote appropriate action.  The Day can become a powerful mobilizing factor on behalf of families in all countries, which avail themselves of this opportunity and demonstrate support of family issues appropriate to each society. 
  The international theme for 2002 is “Families and Ageing:  Opportunities and Challenges”. This theme was suggested in the context of the Second World Assembly on Ageing to be held in Madrid in April 2002 and provides the opportunity to raise public awareness about crucial issues concerning families and older people.
Further information on the International Day on Families is available on the United Nations Website at:

www.un.org/esa/socdev/family/index.html

	2 – 5 June 2002 

Stockholm, Sweden
3rd International Congress: Women, Work and Health 
Conference Office:
Stockholm Convention Bureau Women Work & Health 2002,
Box 6911, SE-102 39 Stockholm, Sweden
Tel: (46) 8 5465 15 00
Fax: +46 8 5465 15 99
E-mail: WWH@stocon.se
Website: www.niwl.se/wwh/ 

7 – 10 July 2002

Denver, USA
14th International Congress on 

Child Abuse and Neglect
The theme of this conference from the International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN) and the Kempe Children's Founation is 'Charting our progress toward protection of children worldwide'. The Congress is open to anyone who is involved in combatting the problem of child abuse and neglect. Deadline for receipt of abstsracts is November 17, 2001.

Further information : 

Kempe Children's Foundation, c/- Morsports & Events, 6000 East Evans, Suite 1-021, Denver CO 80222. 

Fax: 303-782-5005. 

Email: 2002@kempecenter.org.

Web: http://www.kempecenter.org


14-18 July 2002
3rd World Congress for Psychotherapy - the Challenge of Globalisation
Vienna, Austria

This Congress will focus on the emotional and technical challenge of globalisation, and try to exchange strategies of treatment and training.

Further information: WCP-Head Office, Rosenbursenstrasse 8/3/7, A-1010 Vienna Austria. Tel: +43 1 512 04 44. Fax: +43 1 512 05 70. Email wcp.office@psychotherapie.at. Web: http://www.worldpsyche.org
17. - 20.7.2002 International Household & Family Research Conference 2002 Helsinki, Finland 


AIMS AND CONTENTS
The conference offers an open forum for researchers in Consumer and Family Sciences, Environmental Sciences, Food Sciences, Social Sciences and Technology Studies to get together, exchange ideas and experiences and form new networks.

The conference
focuses on the active role of consumers and families as market partners, 

brings about the consumer aspect into the product chain and

promotes the effect and effective-ness of consumer and family research on social discussion and policy making. 

 

Keynote speakers
  Prof., Dr. Susan Strasser, University of Delaware, US
  Prof., Dr. Robert Mayer, University of Utah, US
  Prof., Dr. Elizabeth Shove, University of Lancaster, UK
  Senior Researcher, Lic.Soc.Sc. Johanna Mäkelä, 
  National Consumer Research Centre, Finland  
  Research Director, Dr. Päivi Eriksson, 
  National Consumer Research Centre, Finland

 

CONFERENCE THEMES 
1.  "Economic and social well-being of consumers and families" deals with changing concepts of well-being alternative models of welfare markets production and consumption of welfare services lessons of history for the construction of well-being justice and equity of consumption related well-being

2. "Consumers, families and technology" deals with everyday life technologies representations of technology users consumers and innovative ICTs  consumer perspective on technology evaluation consumer rights and consumer protection future home

3. "Consumer aspects on product policy and environmental issues"deals with alternative ways of life

environmental aspects on consumption culture (incl. textiles and clothing)  public policy and  environmental protection local – global interaction dematerialization and immaterialization

4. "Consumers and families in changing food economy" deals with globalizing food market food safety

GMO, functional foods and organic food changing food habits, practices and diets ethics of eating

hunger and affluency   goals for nutrition education and policy

 You may contact:
              Conference Secretariat
              M.Sc. Erja Pylvänäinen
Address: National Consumer Research Centre
              P.O.Box 5
              FIN - 00531 Helsinki Finland
Fax:       +358-9-7726 7715
Email:     erja.pylvanainen@kuluttajatutkimuskeskus.fi or 
             erja.pylvanainen@ncrc.fi
             www.kuluttajatutkimuskeskus.fi or www.ncrc.fi

	4 – 7 August 2002 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire USA
Victimization of Children and Youth:

An International Research Conference
This conference is being sponsored by the Family Research Laboratory and the Crimes against Children Research Center, University of New Hampshire, and the National Institute for Victim Studies, Sam Houston State University. Abstracts are invited (by February 26, 2002) on research concerning all aspects of victimization of children and youth including child abuse, sexual abuse, bullying and peer violence, homicide, conventional crime and community violence, school crime, child neglect, child pornography, Internet victimization, date rape, sexual harassment, and other forms of teen victimization.

Further information: 

David Finkelhor, Crimes Against Children Research Center, Family Research Laboratory, Department of Sociology, University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH 03824. 

Tel: 603-862-2761. 

Fax: 603-862-1122. 

Email: david.finkelhor@unh.edu or davidf@hypatia.unh.edu. 

Web: http://www.unh.edu/frl/index.html


23 – 27 September 2002 

Arusha, Tanzania

Challenges to Breastfeeding in the 21st Century

The World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action (WABA) will be organising the WABA Global Forum 2. The Forum will bring together a diverse group of individuals and organisations and provide a unique opportunity to discuss, review and formulate strategies to improve infant and young child health, nutrition and care through the protection, support and promotion of breastfeeding, with the focus on the community. 

The Forum 2 aims to provide an opportunity for rallying worldwide participation in the 

movement to protect, support and promote breastfeeding and childcare, and spread 

awareness on the rights of children and women to adequate food, health and care 

especially in developing countries.

Contact:

Susan Siew 

Co-Director

Email: secr@waba.po.my

Website: http://www.waba.org.br/
19-24 November 2002

National Council on Family Relations 64th Annual Conference
Houston, TX, USA

The conference theme is Families Over the Life Course: Bridging Research and Practice. The focus will be on the following questions: Is strengthening marriage to reduce the divorce rate a workable strategy for policy and intervention? How can we foster resiliency in children and adolescents in low income families? Is parent and child well-being getting better or worse under welfare reform? What are future prospects for increasing father involvement in child rearing and household activities? What can be done to enhance long term caregiving of elders by their family members? What are successful approaches to university-community collaborations to enhance child and parent well being? Submissions deadline: postmarked by February 8, 2002.

Further information: National Council on Family Relations, 3989 Central Ave. NE, Suite 550, Minneapolis, MN 55421, USA

2003

	26 – 29 May 2003

Copenhagen, Denmark 

IFSW European Seminar
The Role of Social Work in Future Europe 

The IFSW European Seminar 2003 is still at a preparatory level, but aims at focusing on an integrated vision for the role of social work in the promotion of sustainable social development, and stimulate commitment to develop and implement concrete models for change. The seminar is arranged by the National Federation of Social Educators in Denmark, the Danish Union of Clerical Employees Local Government (HK) and the Danish Association of Social Workers in cooperation with the social educators in Europe. Conference Secretariat: European Seminar Copenhagen 2003
HK/Kommunal, H.C. Andersens Boulevard 50, DK-1780 Copenhagen V, DENMARK
Tel: (44) 33 30 43 43
Fax: (44) 33 30 44 49
E-mail: info@socialwork2003.dk
Website: www.socialwork2003.dk 

May 2003

Prague, Czech Republic
Second World Conference on Family Violence
Protecting Every Generation...sharing solutions that prevent child abuse, spouse/partner abuse, and elder abuse. This conference will address the area of intergenerational family violence, specifically in relation to: child abuse, spouse/partner abuse and elder abuse - with emphasis on new, tested solutions world wide in prevention and treatment. 
Further information: 

International Network on Family Violence (INFV), c/o National Council on Child Abuse and Family Violence (NCCAFV) in co-operation with Our Child Foundation (OCF) of the Czech Republic, 1155 Connecticut Avenue NW, Fourth Floor, Washington, DC 20036, USA, 

Phone: 1-202 429 6695, 

Fax: 1-831-655 3930, 

Email: WCFV@aol.com, 

Web: http://www.nccafv.org/


Empowering The Consumer In The 21st Century

Cardiff, Wales, United Kingdom, 6-9 July 2003

First international conference by the Institute of Consumer Sciences. The conference seeks to examine many of the aspects of Consumer Science by drawing together experts from around the world. 

For further information contact: Email: zfearne@uwic.ac.uk
10th anniversary International Year of the family (IYF) 2004

VIENNA NGO COMMITTEE ON THE FAMILY

PROPOSED PLAN OF ACTION

10TH ANNIVERSARY IYF 2004

AWARENESS BUILDING MEASURES

PRELIMINARY STAGE

1. SPECIAL SECTION OF COMMITTEE HOMEPAGE ON PREPARATIONS FOR 2004 WITH HYPERLINK TO UN  FAMILY UNIT HOME PAGE 

2. USE  OF COMMITTEE HOMEPAGE NETWORKS IN AFRICA AND CEEC COUNTRIES TO HIGHLIGHT 2004 THROUGH EMAIL REPORTS AND TO SEEK BRIEF STATEMENT FROM EACH MEMBER ORGANISATION OF THE NETWORKS ON THEIR PLANNED ACTIVIES SPECIFICALLY FOR 2004

3. SPECIAL SECTION OF COMMITTEE QUARTERLY BULLETIN ‘FAMILIES INTERNATIONAL’ WITH UPDATES ON PREPARATIONS FOR 2004

ACTIVE PARTICIPATION BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS

1.    SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN INGO STATEMENT TO 40th, 41st and 42nd COMMISSIONS FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AT THE UNITED NATIONS IN NEW YORK WITH A SECTION IN EACH STATEMENT RELATING TO THE 10th ANNIVERSARY

2. PRESENTATION OF ORAL STATEMENTS AT CSDS BY REPRESENTATIVES OF  MEMBER   ORGANISATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE WITH A FOCUS ON 10th  ANNIVERSARY ISSUES

3. PARTICIPATION IN CORE PREPARATORY GROUP SET UP BY UN FAMILY UNIT IN    NEW YORK

4.  CELEBRATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR FAMILIES 2002 - 2004

5.  HIGHLIGHTING 2004 THROUGH INTERNATIONAL FORA AT THE TWICE YEARLY FULL  COMMITTEE MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

6. WRITING TO MEMBER ORGANISATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS WHO HAVE NOT YET SUPPORTED RESOLUTION 54/24 OF JANUARY 2000 URGING THEM : 

(a) TO SUPPORT  FUTURE RESOLUTIONS ON THE 10th ANNIVERSARY  (b) TO CARRY OUT A REVIEW OF THEIR FAMILY POLICY AND (c) TO PRESENT AND PUBLISH THE REVIEW AT A POSSIBLE SESSION OF THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY, OPENING THE 10th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS. 

PUBLICATIONS

Where the Heart Listens, a handbook for parents and their allies in a global society, by Eve Sullivan (PARENTS FORUM, 2001). Founded out of  the author's desire to pass along the help she received from other parents during a family crisis, PARENTS FORUM is based on thoughtful examination of eight original questions about family life issues. Workshops based on these questions develop communication and parenting skills and are suitable for various settings. This book includes an extensive list of resources and will be useful to parents and those who work with parents. 

http://www.atlasbooks.com/marktplc/00596.htm
info@parentsforum.org 

PARENTS FORUM
144 Pemberton Street
Cambridge, MA 02140
Phone 617 - 864-3802
   Fax  617 - 253-8674 

FAMILY MATTERS  -  JANUARY 2002  - MARFAM'S ONLINE NEWSLETTER 

Marriage and Family Life Renewal Ministry. Diocese of Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Also see our website http://homefun.www.icon.co.za/Welcome.htm  (or html) updated monthly, for detailed information about MARFAM’s ministry and available resources in the local Church. 

Ageing yet diverse: the changing shape of Australia's population
by Ruth Weston, Lixia Qu and Grace Soriano
Australian Family Briefing no.10, September 2001, 6p, ISSN 1038-0507 

Australia's population is ageing. While the population has increased more than fivefold since the beginning of the 20th century, fertility and mortality rates have undergone significant changes, and overseas migration has fluctuated substantially. This briefing paper focuses on the changing demographic face of Australia, its age structure, sex ratio and cultural diversity, and explores implications for future older Australians and their families.Contact the Institute for a copy of the paper (a postage and handling charge applies - refer to 

Ordering details). The paper can also be viewed online in PDF* format.
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Volume 32  Number 4  (December 2001)
Articles

Premarital Sex, Schoolgirl Pregnancy, and School Quality in Rural Kenya Barbara S. Mensch is Senior Associate, Wesley H. Clark is Staff Research Associate, and Cynthia B. Lloyd is Director of Social Science Research, Policy Research Division, Population Council, New York. Annabel S. Erulkar is Associate, Gender, Family, and Development Program, Population Council, Nairobi. 
Using data from nearly 600 adolescents aged 12–19 in combination with data collected from 33 primary schools that the adolescents attended, this report explores whether certain aspects of the school environment affect the initiation of premarital sex among girls and boys in three districts of Kenya. The results suggest that, although neither the school nor the home appears to influence whether boys engage in sex prior to marriage, for girls, a school characterized by a gender-neutral atmosphere appears to reduce the risk of their engaging in premarital sex. Furthermore, although policymakers in Kenya are clearly concerned with the problem of "schoolgirl pregnancy," the data indicate that in this sample, pregnancy is not the primary reason that girls leave school. (STUDIES IN FAMILY PLANNING 2001; 32[4]: 285–301) Studies in Family Planning (ISSN 0039-3665) published by the Population Council, One Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, New York, NY 10017 USA.

Contact:

Studies in Family Planning

Population Council
One Dag Hammarskjold Plaza
New York, New York 10017 USA

E-mail all queries regarding subscriptions to pubinfo@popcouncil.org



Australian Institute of Family Studies, 300 Queen Street, Melbourne Vic 3000, Australia.
Tel: (03) 9214 7888. Fax: (03) 9214 7839. URL: http://www.aifs.org.au/ 

introducing

	What is FAMSA?
FAMSA is the Family and Marriage Society of South Africa.
The aim of FAMSA is primarily to promote Marriage and Family Life.
FAMSA achieves this through a variety of professional services.
These services enable people of all races and ages to equip themselves for healthier relationships, marriage and family life.
VISION
Healthy functional family life: A National Priority
MISSION
To empower people to build, reconstruct and maintain sound relationships in the family, in marriage and in communities.
	[image: image5.png]



Family and Marriage Society of South Africa
What to do when you don't
know what to do?
Telephone:
5859393

Wat om te doen as jy nie weet
wat om te doen nie?
Skakel:
5859393

Wenza ntoni xa ungayazi
into omawuyenze?
Tsalela umnxeba u:
5859393


Services Offered
	1. COMMUNITY PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
2. FAMSA COUNSELLING SERVICE
3. FAMSA EDUCATION SERVICE
4. FAMSA TRAINING SERVICE
5. FAMSA SERVICE FOR EMPLOYEE SUPPORT

	 


Contact Details
Port Elizabeth Head Office 

Tel: 041-5859393 Fax: 041-5857015 PO Box 12417 Centrahil 6006
62 Western Road, Central, Port Elizabeth 6001
email: famsa@fhca.co.za
**************************************************************************************************
puzzleweise* 1/2002

A Service of the Austrian Institute for Family Studies

Coordinator of the European Observatory on the Social Situation, Demography and Family
14 February 2002
The newsletter puzzleweise will be published every second week and 
provide information on conferences, events and current topics from the 
family sector. Besides political developments, scientific projects and 
results will also be discussed.

CONTENTS:
1. Topics

        Work
       Europe
        Family Research
       Health/Prevention
       Childhood and Youth
       Migration
       Social Policies

2. Events
Seminar: Creating a Youth Policy: the European Experience
Conference: men in progress – 3rd Austrian Men’s Conference'
1. TOPICS:

Work:

Quality of work was the subject of a conference organised by the Belgian presidency 
in cooperation with the European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and 
Working Conditions. Quality was recognised as a fundamental aspect of a functional 
Europe. It was emphasised that the European Union could only reach its goal of 
becoming the most competitive knowledge-based society of the world if high-quality 
jobs were created.
http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/news/2001/oct/191_en.html


The new chairman of the administrative board of the European Agency for Safety and 
Health at Work, Marcel Wilders, places the focus on next year’s campaign to control 
stress at work. Developing a ‘preventive culture’ is another programme priority. 
At a workshop in spring of 2002, leading experts will discuss different programmes, 
practices and experiences in ‘mainstreaming’ occupational safety and health into 
education systems.
http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/news/2001/nov/215_en.html


Europe:
On the occasion of the annual European Day of Disabled People Anna Diamantopoulou 
applauded the decision of the Employment and Social Affairs Council to approve the 
Commission’s proposal to make 2003 the European Year of People with Disabilities.
http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/news/2001/dec/242_en.html
Anna Diamantopoulou presented a new report plotting all major legislative and other achievements in EU employment and social affairs policy since the start of her term of office in 1999. Copies of Jobs, Cohesion, Prosperity are available free of charge. http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/news/2001/dec/243_en.html


Family Research:
The current social indicators of OECD can be

looked up at: 
http://www1.oecd.org/media/publish/pb01-30a.htm



Health/Prevention:
The HIV/AIDS prevention programme of the European Union (EU) aims to reduce 
the spread of HIV/AIDS in developing countries.
http://europa.eu.int/comm/development/aids/html/sguidenf.htm
Publications of the EU on HIV/AIDS:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/development/aids/html/pubnf.htm
Childhood and Youth:

The White Paper on Youth has just been published. It proposes a new EU setting 
for European cooperation bearing in mind two aspects: an open approach in the 
special areas relating to youth, and increased consideration of the youth dimension in political activities.
http://www.eu2001jeugd.be/main.asp

The report Children’s Rights in Europe, a Local, National and European

Responsibility has been published. This ‘Örebro Appeal’ owes its existence 
to the conference going by the same name held in Sweden in May 2001. 
Copies are available at the City of Örebro. 
Stadskansliet, Box 30000, SE-701 35 Örebro, Tel: +46/19/211582 or 
mail to: gunnel.olsson@orebro.se
The report can also be downloaded from: 
http://www.children2001.org 


Child poverty: The financial need is great – the neglect worse. 
Child poverty is spreading in Germany. Over a million minors are already 
living off welfare. Neglect, however, constitutes the worse problem.
http://www.zeit.de/2001/51/Wirtschaft/200151_kinderarmut.html

Migration:
The new OECD publication Trends in International Migration: SOPEMI 2001 
has recently been published. The report presents an analysis of recent trends 
in migration movements and policies in OECD countries as well as in certain 
non-member countries. It includes a detailed description of the flows, the different 
channels of immigration and the nationalities of the migrants concerned.
http://electrade.gfi.fr/cgi-bin/OECDBookShop.storefront/EN/product/812001131P1?affiliate=oecddirect

Social policies:
On the initiative of the New Social Market Economy:
http://www.zeit.de/2001/45/Wirtschaft/200145_forum-tietmeyer.html
The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has 
published a Policy Brief on Civil Society and the OECD, available at: 
http://www.oecd.org/pdf/M00018000/M00018283.pdf , as well as an informational 
paper on the role of NGOs (non-governmental organisations) in the 21st century: 
http://www.oecdobserver.org/news/fullstory.php/aid/519.html

The European Commission has clarified how Community law offers numerous  possibilities to public purchasers who wish to integrate social considerations into public procurement procedures. http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/news/2001/oct/204_en.html


2. EVENTS: 

Seminar: Creating a Youth Policy: the European Experience
The Seminar will focus on how youth policy can be structured, and especially 
on how young people can be involved in this process. The aim is to develop the 
‘youth policy’ area of the European Commission.
Place:
Guilford (UK) 

Date:
3–8  March 2002
Conference language:
English

Contact:
The British Council’s International Networking Events


1 Beaumont Place, Oxford OX1 2PJ, United Kingdom


Tel: +44/1865/316636, Fax: +44/1865/557368-516590Mail to: network.events@britishcouncil.org

Conference: men in progress – 3rd Austrian Men’s Conference
Where are men currently headed? Which social conditions are necessary to 
support men in their development? These and similar topics will feature a wide 
variety of papers and workshops, as well as a lively social programme.

Place:
Puchberg Castle near Wels (Upper Austria)

Date:
1–4 May 2002
Conference language:
German

Contact:
http://www.maennertagung2002.at 
 
Tel: +43/732/7610-3461 or +43/732/603800.

 
     

 => Please email to: puzzle@oif.ac.at
We appreciate hearing from you; but reserve the right to decide on the 
implementation of your suggestions.

Responsible for the content: Veronika Pfeiffer-Gössweiner and Irene Kernthaler
Translated by: Diane Feiner

* The German title puzzleweise is also used in the English version as it was 
selected in analogy to the ÖIF’s established information service beziehungsweise

.
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