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· Government of Liechtenstein

· Government of Luxembourg
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· Rotary International
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· Shell Austria AG

· Siemens

· United Nations Trust Fund on Family Activities
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PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES

In two Full Committee Meetings representatives of the 43 International Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs), who are members of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family, and 22 associate member organisations, discussed various institution-building projects and activities and approved the proposed Plan of Action for 2010. The Board of the Committee worked out a schedule for its implementation, which was realised in co-operation with the support of the member organisations of the Committee and their representatives. The world wide network of civil society organisations, research and university institutes, government agencies and individuals continues to be, not only a beneficiary of interactive  exchange, but is in many cases, directly involved in the work of the Committee.
The following projects were realised in 2010
1. Families International

Issues, Nos. 73 – 76 of the Quarterly Bulletin of the Committee were published. Special features included; the 20th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family, the 49th Session of the Commission for Social Development of the United Nations in February 2011, and “Family  Violence Defies Basic Human Rights”. These issues may be downloaded from our website.

2. International Forum: “Global Mothers and the Caregiving Vacuum”, May 25th 2010
Dr. Eva Sandis, Professor Emerita of Sociology, Columbia University focused on the experiences of transnational mothers-women who leave their families behind to support them by working as caregivers in the countries of destination. It discussed the cultural and political challenges the migrant mothers face, and the implications for advocacy on their behalf.

3. International Forum: Family Violence Defies Basic Human Rights, November 4th, 2010
Dr. Tara Pir, Los Angeles, a clinical psychologist and diplomat in behavioural medicine and professional psychotherapy for over 30 years gave a presentation to highlight the violation of basic human rights in the context of family, the most trusted place of safety and security. She demonstrated how so many people in the world are prisoners of cultural traditions that condone violence as a solution to social issues. The presentation provided the scope and depth of this pandemic violence, as well as a recommendation for interventions from local community levels to global levels. In addition, a short film based on a true story represented thousands of untold stories of unjust violence against humanity.

4. Co-operation with the United Nations Organisation

The Board of the Committee circulated the Message of the United Nations Secretary-General on the occasion of the International Day of Families on May 15th 2010 to the various networks of the Committee and kept these networks informed with documents of United Nations Resolutions pertaining to family issues. 

The Board of the Committee also drafted a statement for submittal to the 49th session of the United Nations Commission for Social Development (CSD), which takes place in February 2011, and was signed by several member organisations of the Committee.
5.  Web Sites of the Committee    
                www.viennafamilycommittee.org
The modernized layout of the homepage of the Committee which also includes a news section with forthcoming events seems to have found renewed interest, as evidenced by the 16.129 visitors in 2010 as against the 9.875 visitors in 2009. This website is further the main vehicle to publish our quarterly bulletin ‘Families International’. Issues Nos. 73 to 76 may be downloaded from our website without cost to the reader or to the Committee. 
    www.10yearsIYF.org
Resulting out of the participation of the Chairperson of the Committee in a consultative meeting of international and regional NGOs set up by the United Nations Secretariat in New York, in 2002, to implement a resolution of the United Nations General Assembly to observe the 10th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family (IYF) in 2004 it was agreed to prepare a study, under the chairmanship of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family, on the positive contributions of  civil society to the well-being of families since 1994. This study was published in book form with the financial support of the United Nations Trust Fund on Family Activities under the title: ‘Documenting Contributions of Civil Society Organisations to the Well-Being of Families’, edited by P. Crowley, the then Chairperson of the Committee and was submitted to the members of the special session of the 59th General Assembly of the United Nations on Dec. 6th 2004, to officially observe the 10th anniversary of the International Year of the Family. The United Nations Secretary General referred to this publication in his Report to the 59th Session of the General Assembly (A/59/176, 2004 www.un.org/59/documention/list1.html ). The contents of the book, which also includes a comparative perspective of international, national and local family-oriented civil society organisations enhancing social justice, are also available online at: www.10yearsIYF.org  This website also experienced renewed interest and was visited 11.274 times in 2010 as against 3.440 times in 2009.
                 www.civilsocietynetworks.org
An Interactive-Internet-Forum for civil society organisations world-wide, including local, national and international NGOs, as well as academic and research institutions, was set up at the request of many organisations from around the globe, and went online in August 2004 at www.civilsocietynetworks.org This Forum has already 140 organisations from 25 countries as interactive-members. The network incorporates the Interactive-Forums the Committee had already set up with civil society organisations in Eastern African and in Central and Easter European Countries and which was then extended and open to a world-wide membership. Civil Society Organisations can and do continue to join this Forum, free of charge, by contacting the Committee at famcom.vienna@utanet.at  Each organisation will receive an individual User-Identity and Password and be able to enter and change data at will. The Forum also includes a discussion board, internal e-mail and online conference facilities. The Committee in 2008 commissioned the setting up of a newsletter function for each individual member organisation of the forum, which was realised in 2009. This website was visited 2.770 times as against 2.252 times in 2009.  
This means that the three websites set up by the Committee had 30.173 visitors in 2010 in comparison to 15.567 visitors in 2009, which is an increase of over 93% on the previous year.

6. Elections to the Board of the Committee
During the Full Committee Meeting on November 4th, 2010 the elections to the board were held according to the Rules of the Committee.

The following officers of the Committee were duly elected:

Chairperson: 

Roswith Roth, ICP

Deputy Chairperson: 
Michael Schwarz, IFFD
Secretary: 

Peter Crowley, ICAA 

Deputy Secretary:       Maria Helena Paes PROSALIS 

Treasurer: 

Wolfgang Engelmair, Kolping International
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