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26.11.2005
Dear Representatives of Members Organisations & Friends of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family,

The Vienna NGO Committee on the Family has enjoyed the sympathy of NGOs world-wide for many years, as well as the appreciation of various governments and the relevant departments within the United Nations.

It is a great pleasure to inform you about an international seminar which the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family will hold on December 12th to 13th, 2005, and which we hope will be attended by representatives of our member NGOs, friends of our Committee and also by representatives of the United Nations and Governments.

We will also be observing the 20th anniversary of the foundation of our Committee. We therefore would like to cordially invite, on this special occasion, all those who have joined us in our endeavours for the interests of families in the past 20 years. We would like to invite especially those who have lost contact with the work of our committee for whatever reason, to attend our seminar, and avail of  the opportunity to meet people again, not seen perhaps for several years.

20 years of existence really is an achievement by a Committee based on voluntary work and organised on such loose strings without a permanent source of income. Former Chairpersons of the Committee, Members of the Board and the representatives of member organisations, have – through their diligent and enthusiastic voluntary endeavours – achieved this remarkable feat. We invite you to take this opportunity to meet up with former Chairpersons, Members of the Board, and supporters of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family at our seminar.

At the end of the seminar we would like to discuss with you the prospects of the Committee for the foreseeable future. 20 years is a time span to reflect on, but the future is also already here. We would hence like to invite the participants of our seminar to take part in a discussion about where the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family should aim at, focus on, and seek support for, in the next 10 and hopefully further 20 years.

Security regulations at the United Nations are very strict these days. Please register in time for our seminar (at the latest by Dec. 5th 2005, either by e-mail or fax) and be sure to state either a valid e-mail address or your telephone number for registration.

Wishing you all the best, and hoping to see you in Vienna!

Kind regards

Dr. Michael Schwarz mp
(Chairperson)
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Historical Perspective

The Vienna NGO Committee on the Family was founded in 1985 as a platform for exchange of information on family issues with the support of the then United Nations Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs based in Vienna, to offer coordination, facilitation and promotion of the activities of Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) represented at the United Nations, who are interested in questions relating to the Family, and to convene meetings, and facilitate liaison with United Nations agencies, governments, other NGOs, research institutions etc. While 20 years may seem quite a while, it is worth remembering that the inception of Civil Society is traced back to the period in time when there was a shift away from feudal to mercantile economies. An essay on the history of Civil Society written in 1767 by Adam Fergusen in Scotland shows how far back we must go to find the cradle of Civil Society.

The notion that a third sector might exist, between the market and the state, got lost in the two sector view of the world and it is only in recent times, that the concept of civil society has re-awoken from its long hibernation in that cradle in Scotland. Indeed it is interesting to observe that the integration of civil society considerations, into international development deliberations, has concurred with the accelerated emergence of democracies from totalitarian regimes since the foundation of the United Nations in the middle of the last century. Involving civil society actors in the development process has become a major characteristic of international co-operation over recent years, giving impetus to the notion of  ‘development partnerships’.

The United Nations and Civil Society

Another change in international terminology in recent years is the use of the term ‘Civil Society Organisations’ and not just Non-Governmental Organisations, including e.g. academic and research institutions, defining organisations more by what they are and do, rather that what they are not.  There has also been an emphasis on the concept of partnership between civil society organisations, governments and international organisations such as the United Nations, whose Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, is a prominent proponent of this partnership. 

The High Level Panel on Civil Society which the United Nations Secretary-General constituted in 2003, under the chairmanship of the former president of Brazil, Fernando Enrique Cardoso, highlights the increasing importance of civil society institutions. As President Cardozo stated: “The legitimacy of civil society organisations derives from what they do and not from what they represent or from any kind of external mandate. In the final analysis, they are what they do.”  

As the Secretary-General of the United Nations stated at the Millennium Forum in New York in May 2000; “Today, I am asking you NGOs to be both leaders and partners: where necessary, to lead and inspire Governments to live up to your ideals; where appropriate, to work with Governments to achieve their goals.[...] By working through consensus rather than confrontation, you will be involved more closely.” (K. Annan, Millennium Forum United Nations 2000).

Global Civil Society with its ‘language of  civil rights’, which is the basis of all interaction, is unconquerable without being omnipotent. The power of civil society derives from pooling its resources, resulting from the actions of individual rights holders (Frost, M. 2004). So one civil society organisation, or even one committed person, can make a difference in this domain of freedom that is without borders.

As Anna Home (2004) states “The recent move from the language of charity to the language of justice in international politics raises a stronger ethical duty on the part of governments to deliver social justice to their citizens. The language of charity appeals to the individuals’ sense of moral duty, whereas the language of justice draws on a collective ethics that forms the essence of our societies.” 

Civil Society Organisations are constantly challenged to assess and reassess, their own democratic structures of transparency and accountability, as well as their contributions to, and the role they play in enhancing social justice in society general, both at the local, national and international level.


Family-Oriented Civil Society Organisations
Seven United Nations conferences have reiterated that the family is the basic unit in society. The challenging changes in society are usually interwoven with paradigmatic changes in families. For many years family issues had been regarded, by many actors in the social field, as problematical areas, which needed support, like another charity. If families are so central to, and already in the mainstream of society, perhaps it would be more meaningful, for all concerned, to recognise families as the resource, human capital and wealth of society, which they, without dispute, are, and hence regard families as a medium and motor, to attain true social and sustainable development.

Civil society organisations could, unwittingly, be further perpetuating the view of family issues as another charity by overly stressing the concept of ‘supporting families’, as if all families needed to be supported, and admonishing the lack of support from some governments, rather than emphasising the concept of families as central to, and in the mainstream of society and reiterating that families themselves support and indeed replenish society and are major agents of social development. Of course it is necessary at the same time to recognise that there are families which also need support, as is evident in the deliberations on the plight of families affected by  e.g. HIV/AIDS, famine, migration, poverty or e.g. the lack of  fresh water supply.

The International Year of the Family (IYF)1994
In United Nations circles the Committee has often been referred to as the ‘mid-wife’ of  IYF. With the cooperation and support of the Governments of Austria, Germany, Liechtenstein, Switzerland and the host country of Malta and the then United Nations Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family organised a World NGO Forum with the theme: “Promoting Families for the Well-Being of Individuals and Societies” to launch IYF in December 2003 in Malta, with the participation of representatives of over 1000 NGOs and Henryk Sokalski, the United Nations Coordinator for IYF and later Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations and active contributions of UNICEF and UNESCO.

To further observe IYF, the Committee published a cookbook, in cooperation with the United Nations Secretariat for the International Year of the Family, available through United Nations bookstores, entitled: 'Family Favourites – Recipes and Reminiscences from Around the World', also including recipes from well known international figures. The proceeds of the cookbook went to various causes world wide.
A number of representatives of member organisations of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family were honoured by the United Nations for their contributions to IYF by being designated a patron of IYF.

The role civil society organisations play in the world has changed a great deal over the last 20 years. In the run up to, and immediate aftermath, of IYF in 1994 the focus was on (a) awareness building with regard to family issues, (b) a discussion on the rights of  the family and (c) the search for a definition of family, and endeavouring to reconcile the term ‘family’ as an institution, with the term ‘families’ in their manifest forms. It was indeed most important to debate all these issues and for NGOs to be advocates and awareness raisers of the family issue. Without that we probably wouldn’t have had IYF in 1994 or the observance of the 10th anniversary of IYF in 2004.

However there has been a shift in emphasis from reflecting on what families are or should be to what families ‘do’. As Undersecretary-General José Antonio Ocampo stated in his statement to the 42nd Commission for Social Development in February 2004: “The family is an ancient institution, but it is also an evolving and changing institution. It is important to move away from a focus on what a family is, to a focus on what a family does.” This may be a step forward to depolitisize the debate between the family as an institution, and 

families in their various forms and manifestations, as well as to facilitate the aim to be inclusive, rather than divisive.

United Nations Consultative Meeting 2003
The Chairperson of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family was invited to a consultative meeting in December 2003  at the United Nations in New York to reflect on whether it was meaningful to propose a policy of mainstreaming the family issue. The following excerpts from the Report on the Consultative Meeting reiterate the concept of the basic unit in society:
“In further discussions on mainstreaming, the concepts of social inclusion and integration were considered.  It was recalled that mainstreaming in the 60’s was a novel method of ensuring integration and inclusion, where disadvantaged groups did not remain on the margins of – but were brought within – the society.  It was clearly stated, however, that the family, as the basic unit of society, is by virtue of that definition not marginalized but central to, and already in the mainstream of, society.  Participants thus preferred to express the concept as ‘integrating a family perspective in policy making’. The irony is that, often, the centrality of family has escaped the attention of policymakers. There has therefore been insufficient attention paid to the impact of policies on families, and insufficient regard for the contributions families make to the well being of their members.” 

Johan Schölvinck, Director of the Division for Social Policy and Development of the Department of  Economic and Social Development of the United Nations Secretariat in New York, stated in his address to a conference organised by the Irish Presidency of the European Union to observe the International Day of Families and the 10th anniversary of IYF in May 2004 in Dublin:
 “As we mark the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family, it is important to recognise one of the most far reaching achievements of the Year, which is the greater awareness of what families contribute to economic development and social progress in societies all over the world. This ‘family perspective’ is becoming an important factor for development, a fact that is increasingly reflected in national development plans and in programmes of economic and technical cooperation of organisations of the United Nations system. The formulation of family policies must take place within the framework of overall socio-economic development strategies but, more than this, those development strategies must also take into consideration the very vital role played by families.”

In brief one could say that there is now more emphasis on appreciation and recognition of the role of families in social development world-wide, rather that an emphasis solely on awareness-building of the family issue.

Institution Building Measures

A further shift in the last 20 years is towards the conception and realisation of institution-building measures rather than a concentration of resources on the organisation of awareness-building events. 

The Vienna NGO Committee on the Family trusts that with the institution-building measure of  setting up the Web Site of the Committee at www.viennafamilycommittee.org which was visited over two thousand times in its first full year of existence in 2002 and in 2005 by over nine thousand visitors, which amounts to more than a fourfold increase in less than four years, is one of  several concrete steps the Committee has taken in this direction. 

Study on Contributions of Civil Society Organisation to the Well-Being of Families

At the  4th consultative  meeting convened by the Programme on the Family within the Department of Economic and Social Affairs in 2002 in New York with international and regional NGOs “it was agreed to prepare a study, under the chairmanship of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family, on the positive contributions of  civil society to the well-being of families since 1994. The study will be submitted to the General Assembly in 2004, at its fifty-ninth session”. (Report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to the General Assembly - A/57/139, 2002).

To gather data for this study an interactive-internet-forum was installed at www.10yearsIYF.org inviting INGOs accredited with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations(ECOSOC), who regard themselves in part or in their entirety as family-oriented to participate. To date 31 INGOs from over 15 countries in all 5 continents have joined this Forum and entered data on their contributions to the well-being of families since IYF 1994. Data can be entered and updated independently by each organisation using its individual User-Identity and Password. In all 72 INGOs have indicated interest in becoming a member of the Forum.

www.oneworld.org  is the largest civil society ‘portal’ on the Internet set up in 1995 by two journalists with then 22 organisations, specialising in human rights. It now has over 1500 partner organisations, and attracts over a million page viewers a month, in over 90 countries. 

A recommendation had come from within the United Nations to publish the contents of the Interactive-Forum also in book form, which the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family has done with the support of the United Nations Trust Fund on Family Activities, entitled “Documenting Contributions of Civil Society Organisations to the Well-Being of Families”. 

The book containing the study was published at a briefing in the United Nations on May 13th 2004 in New York entitled: “The Family Today: Emerging Issues on the International Agenda (In Observance of the 10th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family)” along with Jose Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General, Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations, representatives of Member States, United Nations Agencies as well as the Chairperson of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family.

This report was submitted as a reference handbook to delegations of member states of the United Nations at the Special Session of the 59th General Assembly in 2004, as well as to other interested parties. This study on civil society contributions by our Committee has been mentioned in several Reports of the Secretary-General to the General Assembly and to the Commission for Social Development.

Interactive Internet Forum

www.civilsocietynetworks.org
The Secretary-General of the United Nations further stated at the Millennium Forum in May 2000 “Communications technology has enabled you [NGOs]  to connect and interact across almost all frontiers. You have understood that problems without passports require blueprints without borders.[…] You can help us bridge the digital divide, which at present is excluding whole regions from the benefits of information technology. […] By making the connection between the local and the global, you will make a difference more widely.” 

An Interactive-Internet-Forum for civil society organisations world-wide, including local, national and international NGOs, as well as academic and research institutions, was set up at the request of many organisations from around the globe, and went online in August 2004 at www.civilsocietynetworks.org This Forum has already over 130 organisations from 25 countries as interactive-members. The network incorporates the Interactive-Forums we had already set up with civil society organisations in Eastern African and in Central and Easter European Countries and is now extended to a world-wide membership. Civil Society Organisations can join this Forum, free of charge, by contacting the Committee at famcom.vienna@utanet.at Each organisation will receive an individual User-Identity and Password and be able to enter and change data at will. The Forum will also include a discussion board, internal e-mail and online conference facilities.

The 1948  Universal Declaration of Human Rights declared that everyone has the right to freedom of expression and the right to “receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers”. The Internet has become a vitally important area for civil society, because it has allowed the voice of grass-roots organisations, lacking strong financial resources, to be heard.

Through the interactive facilities of our institution-building projects, organisations can exchange information and expertise to tackle the substantive issues confronting them, such as education,  health promotion, HIV/Aids, to mention but a few, as well as seeking assistance from other sources, using the links provided, to relevant international organisations. Making use of  interactive technology could help to transfer information into ‘ecologies’ of knowledge and build out of virtual networks of practice, sustainable communities of shared disposition (Brown & Duguid 2002). 

150 NGOs replied to a world-wide survey, hosted by the King Baudouin Foundation, and “when asked what would most build the capacity of their organisations, NGO stakeholders rated increased networking and help in building effective strategic alliances highest, ahead of greater financial support and fund-raising capacity.”  

These Interactive Internet Forums can further encourage civil society organisations to establish partnerships with Governments and international organisations to, inter alia, facilitate local and global capacity building and enable civil society organisations to become agents and facilitators of social change and ultimately enhance social justice. 

The ‘strategic skills’ developed with the support of our  young Internet Company, have been of great benefit to the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family in its efforts to be truly institution building. Appreciation is also due for the contribution and commitment of  representatives of the younger generation to the endeavours of the Committee in setting up such institution building network facilities. 

Quarterly Bulletin ‘Families International’

We have continued to publish the quarterly bulletin ‘Families International’(FI), which has become a pillar of the Committee and window to the world, and whose issues now number more than 55. Originally FI started up as a newsletter and emerged in time into a substantive bulletin as well as informing the readership of family related issues, addressing such themes as ‘Ageing and Intergenerational Support’, ‘Male Involvement in Families’, the ‘Changing Role of Fathers and Mothers in Society’ and ‘HIV/AIDS and Families’ to mention but a few. All issues of Families International are now available online for downloading, greatly reducing the postal costs of the Committee and making it available to a much wider readership. 
International Seminars
Over the last 20 years the Committee has also organised ten International Seminars, on such themes as ‘The Compatibility of Family and Business Life’, or ‘Civil Society Organisations Networking’, as well as a regional seminar in the Baltic States along with numerous International Forums, such as on ‘Displacement Prevention’ and ‘HIV/AIDS and Families’. The Committee will be observing its twenty years of existence during the 11th International Seminar entitled: ‘Families – Agents of Social Development’ from Dec. 12th - 13th 2005 at the Vienna International Centre of the United Nations in Vienna. 

The Committee also instigated and organised an International Seminar on Racism in cooperation with the other six NGO Committees accredited with United Nations Office in Vienna in 2001, and resulting out of the seminar, a written statement was submitted to the United Nations Conference on Racism held in South Africa in the same year.

Statement to the Commission for Social Development of the United Nations
A written statement has been submitted every year with the support of member organisations of the Committee to the annual United Nations Commission for Social Development which meets each year in New York. This statement becomes an official document of the Commission, and an oral statement has been made by the Chairperson of the Committee as well. We have also continued our fruitful cooperation with countless civil society organisations, working with great generosity of mind and spirit, at the local, national and international level, in all five continents of the globe, as well as having a very beneficial interaction with many academic institutions world-wide. 

Note of Appreciation
We trust that these institution-building measures will become a legacy for future endeavours of the Committee, which can also build on the excellent relations the Committee has enjoyed with the United Nations Programme on the Family. 

In observing our twentieth year of existence in 2005 we would particularly like to express our appreciation of the commitment, creativity, flexibility and loyalty of the representatives of the member organisations, many of whom served with distinction on the Board of the Committee, and who are enabling us to continue to play a role world-wide, for the well-being of families and hence for the well-being of society, as both are intricately interwoven .

The Vienna NGO Committee on the Family would like to express its appreciation to the governments of Member States of the United Nations, to the Programme on the Family within the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations, for extending the hand of friendship and partnership to the Committee in our mutual endeavours to seek solutions to the challenges faced by society and to facilitate sustainable social development. 

We wish also to express our appreciation to the many donors to the projects of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family since its inception in 1985,  which have been supported, amongst others, by the Austrian Federal Government, Bank Austria, Berndorf Gruppe, Country Women’s Association in Lower Austria, E.F.T. Transportagentur GmbH, European Commission, Government of Germany, Government of Liechtenstein, Government of Luxembourg, Government of Spain, Catalonia and the Balearic Islands, International NGOs, Lower Austrian State Government, Niederösterreichische Versicherungs AG, OMV, Rotary International, Schoeller-Bleckmann Oilfield Equipment AG, Shell Austria AG, Siemens.

Peter Crowley, November 2005

(Deputy Chairperson)

Chairperson 1998-2004

peter.crowley@t-online.de

PROGRAMME

11th International Seminar

Vienna NGO Committee on the Family
in Cooperation with the
Austrian Federal Ministry for Social Security Generations and Consumer Protection 
Families – Agents of Social Development

Monday December 12th 2005 to Tuesday December 13th 2005
UNITED NATIONS
Vienna International Centre (VIC) 

1400 Vienna 

Austria
20 Years Vienna NGO Committee on the Family

Monday, December 12th 2005:

09:00
Registration

10:00
Welcome and Opening Statements 

Michael Schwarz, Chairperson of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family
Ursula Haubner, Federal Minister for Social Security,

Generations and Consumer Protection (requested)

Eric A. Olson, Focal Point on the Family, United Nations, New York

20 years Vienna NGO Committee on the Family 

Dennis Callagy Chairperson from 1992-1998

Peter Crowley Chairperson from 1998 -2004

11:30
Coffee Break
Chair: Günter Danhel, IEF, Austria

12:00
Prof. Clemens Sedmak, Kings College, London

Family, Society and Poverty
Questions from the floor and general discussion

13:00
Lunch Break

14:30    Enrique Rojas, Universidad Complutense de Madrid

Personal Maturity and Family 

Questions from the floor and general discussion 

15:30
Coffee Break

16:00
Gudrun Kugler-Lang, WYA 
Working for Families within the EU

Questions from the floor and general discussion
17:00
End of Session


19:30
Club Stephansplatz 

1010 Vienna, Stephansplatz 4

Reception for Participants of the Seminar
Tuesday December 13th, 2005

Chair:
 Eva Matt, CI

10:00    Maria Glasova, University of Bratislava

Families, Providers of Health 

Questions from the floor and general discussion 

11:00
Coffee Break

11:30
Thomas Kloiber, FAFCE
Working for Families in Europe

Questions from the floor and general discussion

12:30
Lunch Break

Chair: 
Michael Schwarz, Vienna NGO Committee on the Family

14:00
Kurt Nekula,  Österreichische Kinderdörfer, Austria

Substitute Families

Questions from the floor and general discussion 

15:00
Coffee Break
15:30
20 Years Vienna NGO Committee on the Family and beyond ?

General discussion 

16:45
Michael Schwarz, Chairperson of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family

Summary of the Seminar

17:00
End of Seminar
Technical Information:
Registration: 
Participants are requested to register, at the latest, 

by  November 30th 2005 preferably by e-mail to 
famcom.vienna@utanet.at

or by post to: 

Secretariat of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family,

Josefstraße 13, 

3100 St.Pölten, Austria 

or via 

Fax:  00 43 2742 72 222 10
Location:

The Seminar will be held in the United Nations, 

Vienna International Centre (VIC), Conference Room II

1400 Vienna.

In order to enter the Vienna International Centre (VIC) participants will need a valid passport and prior written registration.

For registration please state a valid e-mail address or telephone number.

Public transport:

The VIC can best be reached by the underground line U1.

to Kagran ( Kaisermühlen / VIC Station)


Participation fee:

 € 10,-- per participant, to be paid at the registration desk

at Conference Room II in the VIC

Language: 

The Seminar will be held in English.

Accommodation: 

To be organised by participants



Central accommodation for reasonable prices:



Deutschordenshaus, 1010 Vienna, Singerstraße 7



Tel: +43 1 512 1065 7



Fax: +43 1 512 1552



Email: sekretariat@deutscher-orden.at
Vienna NGO Committee on the Family

Office of the Chairperson:

Josefstraße 13, 

A-3100 St.Poelten

Fax: +43/2742/72 222 10

www.viennafamilycommittee.org 

e-mail: famcom.vienna@utanet.at
Recent and forthcoming events

October 1st

United Nations Marks the International Day of Older Persons

Highlights the Different Impact of Ageing on Women and Men
VIENNA,  30  September  (UN  Information  Service) -- “Ageing in the New Millennium: 

Focus  on Poverty, Older Women and Development” is this year’s theme  of  the International Day of Older Persons, which is observed by the United  Nations  annually  on  1 October. The majority of the world’s older persons  are  women.  This  year’s  emphasis  on  the  differences  in  the phenomenon  of ageing  between  women  and  men  serves  to  encourage the integration of gender and age perspectives into legislation, programmes and efforts to eradicate poverty.

“As  the  number  of  older persons increases over the next generation, more  of  the  people living in poverty will be older than 60 years of age. But  they will also be ever more involved in efforts to eradicate poverty,” said  United  Nations  Secretary-General  Kofi Annan, in his message on the International  Day  of  Older Persons. He urged governments not to overlook older  persons  and  their  potential  contribution. “We will not eradicate poverty or achieve our other goals, without understanding how older persons –  and  women in particular – experience poverty, and unless we promote the active  participation  of  older people in the design and implementation of appropriate programmes and activities,” said the Secretary-General.

   In Austria, the International Day of Older Persons will be celebrated by the  senior  citizens’  association  Seniorenbund  on Sunday, 9 October, in

Deutsch-Brodersdorf,  Lower  Austria.  A  special  mass  will  be  held  by Vicar-General  Father  Amadeus  Hoerschlaeger  in  the  local  church.  The congregation  will be addressed by the guest speakers Paul Renner, Mayor of Deutsch-Brodersdorf;  Nasra  Hassan,   Director, United Nations Information Service  Vienna,  who  will  deliver the Secretary-General’s statement; and Edmund Freibauer, President of the Lower Austria regional assembly.

In  1990,  the  United Nations General Assembly designated 1 October the International Day of Older Persons, following up on initiatives such as the Vienna  International  Plan  of Action on Ageing, adopted by the 1982 World

Assembly on Ageing and endorsed later that year by the General Assembly. At the  2005  World  Summit,  world  leaders reaffirmed their determination to realize  the  development  goals  and  objectives  agreed  in  the major UN conferences  and  summits,  including  the Millennium Development Goals. An important  part  of  this effort will involve the 2002 Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing, by which Governments pledged not only to work for the  security  of older persons, but also to empower them, so that they can participate  fully  in  the  economic,  political and social lives of their societies.

For information contact: Sonja Wintersberger     

United Nations Information Service

Telephone: +43 1 260 60 3430

E-mail: sonja.wintersberger@unvienna.org

2-3 November 2005
Toledo – Spain

European Conference
The Families: agents of health and social welfare
Following the European Conference on Relationship between Generations, celebrated in Vienna in 2004 in the context of the acts of the 10th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family, the Executive Committee of the European Region has decided to continue its reflections on the different phases of the Family, from infancy to the post-parental stage.

Contact: info@worldfamilyorganization.org  

Fax: 55 41 3254 5678
10–11 November 2005
[image: image5.png]



Ministry of labour and social affairs of the czech republic
Family and Parenthood at the Beginning of 21st Century  - Changes in Family Patterns, Partnership and Parenthood in Contemporary Society as a Challenge for Political Practice

Prague, the Na Slovanech Monastery (Emauzy), Vyšehradská 49, Praha 2
Conference Programme  

Thursday, 10 November 2005

FORUM 1: 
Changes in Family and Demographic Behaviour 

· Implications of the comtemporary demographic trends and the changing structure of family

· Role of man as father in the family

FORUM 2: 
Family Friendly Society – Illusion or Reality?

· Family patterns and value placed on family and parenthood

· Family–mainstreaming and other ways how to build up a pro-family climate in society

· Family and patenthood supporting programmes

9:30 – 10:00 
Registration

10:00 – 10:15 
Overture of Conference (Dr. Marian Hošek/Deputy Minister responsible for Social Policy, Social Services and Family Policy)

10:15 – 11:00   First part of  Forum 1 (Prof. RNDr. J. Rychtařiková/Charles University  Prague, Faculty

of Science, Dr. D. Gerhardt/European Commission, Mgr. T. Kretchschmerová/Czech

Statistical Office)

11:00 – 11:30   Discussion

11:30 – 12:00   Coffee Break

12:00 – 12:45   Second part of Forum 1 (PhDr. P. Goldman/Charles University Prague, Faculty of

Education, Mgr. O. Nešporová/Research Institute for Labour and Social Affairs, Mgr.

R. Dudová/Institute of Sociology of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic)

12:45 – 13:15   Discussion

13:15 – 15:00   Lunch

15:00 – 15:15   Overture of Forum 2 – (Zdeněk Škromach - Minister of Labour and Social Affairs of the


Czech Republic)

15:15 – 16:00 
First part of Forum 2 (PhDr. J. Zeman/National Centre for Family, PhDr. V. K


chařová/Research Institute for Labour and Social Affairs, Mag. Dr. B. Cizek/Institute


for Family Research - Austria)

16:00 – 16:30
Discussion

16:30 – 17:00  
Coffee Break

17:00 – 17:45 
Second part of Forum 2 (Prof. JUDr. I. Tomeš/Charles University Prague/Faculty of Philosophy & Arts, B. Gudbrandsson/Government Agency for Child Protection - Iceland, PhDr. J. Šiklová/Charles University Prague, Faculty of Philosophy & Arts )

17:45 – 18:15 
Discussion

18:30 – 20:30 
Reception
Friday, 11 November 

FORUM 3: 

Contemporary Trends in Family Policies in European Countries – Inspiration for Family Policy in the Czech Republic?

· Recent trends in family policies in European countries, including reconciliation of work and family

 9:00 –    9:30 
Registration 

 9:30 –  10:30 
First part of Forum 3 (Prof. PhDr. Martin Potůček/Center for Social and Economic Strategies/Charles University Prague/Faculty of Social Sciences, PhDr. G. Danhel/Institute for Marriage and Family – Austria,  PhDr. G. Munková/Charles University Prague/ Faculty of Law and Faculty of Social Sciences)

10:30 – 11:00 
Discussion

11:00 – 11:45 
Coffee Break

11:45 – 12:30
Second part of Forum 3 (Prof. PhDr. T. Sirovátka/Masaryk University Brno/Faculty of Social Studies, Dr. F. Deven/Centre for Population and Family Studies – Belgium, PhDr. V. Haberlová/ Institute of Sociology of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic)

12:30 – 13:00 
Discussion 

13:00 – 13:15 
Conclusion

FURTHER CONTACT:

Lenka Peroutková 

Unit of Family Policy 

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 

email:Lenka.Peroutkova@mpsv.cz
16th and 17th of November 2005
XV International Congress on “Life Styles and addictive behaviours” Health, Immigration, Imprisonment and Social Exclusion under an Reintegration Perspective
Auditórium of Republic Assembly 
Lisbon Portugal

Organisation:

PROSALIS – HEALTH PROJECT IN LISBON
Member of: Vienna NGO Committee on the Family at the United Nations
Associate Member of: ICAA-International Council on Alcohol and Addictions

Further information: 

President: Maria Helena Patrício Paes
Organizing Committee: President: Dra. Isabel Nabais


Secretariat: 
PROSALIS – PROJECTO DE  SAÚDE  EM  LISBOA
Av. Visconde Valmor, nº 66 – 6º - 1050-242 Lisboa 
TEL: 21 798 10 40
Fax: 21 793 15 64
E-mail: prosalis2@mail.telepac.pt
www.prosalis.pt – inscrições online

December 03 to 08, 2005

World Family Summit +1
 Aracaju, Sergipe State, Brazil
The World Family Summit +1 will be organized by the World Family Organization with the support of the United Nations - Department of Economic and Social Affairs/NGO-Section/UN-NGO-Informal Regional Network, hosted by the Government of Sergipe State, Brazil, and held in Aracaju City, from December 3 to 8, 2005.

The theme of the Summit, Investing in Development: Working the Millennium Development Goals at the Local Level and in the Family will provide a very fertile ground for discussions on innovative ways to implement the Millennium Development Goals and adopt a Practical Plan of Action that can be easily executed at the Local Level, priorizing Family focused social public poli-cies, with full participation of the community and the Family.All documents of the Summit will be posted on the World Family Organization website and on the UN-NGO-Informal Region Network (UN-NGO-IRENE) website.
Further information:  info@worldfamilyorganization.org
December 12-13, 2005
11th International Seminar

Vienna NGO Committee on the Family
in Cooperation with the Austrian Federal Ministry for Social Security Generations and Consumer  Protection 

Families – Agents of Social Development

Monday to Tuesday December 13th 2005

UNITED NATIONS

Vienna International Centre (VIC) 

1400 Vienna 

Austria

20 Years Vienna NGO Committee on the Family
January 1-5, 2006
WORLD CONGRESS
RESTORE FAMILY LIFE AND SUSTAIN WORLD PEACE

Organised by:
Service and Research Foundation of Asia on Family and Culture
No.140 Manimangalam Road,
Varadarajapuram,
Chennai - 600 048,
INDIA.
 
This Congress, the eleventh in the series of International events being organised by SERFAC continues to recognise that the Family is the Central Unit responsible for the primary socialization of its members especially children. It is also the key to sustainable human-centred development.
Proposed Topics for Plenary Sessions


Day-I
Panel Session: The Family in Contemporary Social Contexts - East & West
Topic: Its time for Human and Family Security - A Call for Action to:
- Eliminate Poverty Globally / Establish Justice and Equity
- Eliminate Environmental Degradation / Restore Environmental Stability & Harmony
- Eliminate Gender Inequality / Reinstate and Promote Gender Equality
- Spend less on Militarisation / Invest more on Integral Education 
- Abolish Nuclear Weapons


Day-II
Panel Session: Technologies to be placed at the Service of the Human Person and Family
- Reproductive Technologies 
- Medical Technologies
- Communication and Information Technologies
- Industrial Technologies
- Media Technologies
- Domestic Technologies

Panel Session: Religion as Freeing the Person for Service to God, Family and Society. (Major World Religions: Hinduism, Christianity, Islam and Buddhism).

Day-III
Topic: Harnessing the Power of the Individual Towards Building a Culture of Peace.
Topic: Creating and Enabling Greater Stability, Depth and Joy in Intimate Relationships Within the Family.
Day-IV
Topic: Integral and Human Centred Sustainable Development is the best Peace Investment for the Family and the Future Generation.
Topic: Developing an Integrated Society Calls for Political Committement to Families and Family Issues.
Valedictory Address: I can make the World a Peaceful Place for Families.


Parallel Workshops
Pathways to Learning and Developing Skills for Initiating and Sustaining Peace in Family Life and Society

I. Psycho Spiritual Approaches to Peace:
a. Focusing Techniques to open the heart to hear its subtle promptings and maintain the strength to apply these in every sphere of daily life.
b. Partners in Healing: Heart based intervention in birth, life and death settings.

II. Better Beginnings, Stable Future: A Programme in Active Parenting.
III. Family: Educator and Primary Learning Environment:
a. Youth: Engaged, Energized and Encouraged.
b. An Education Programme in Human Sexuality
c. Today and All the days of your life: An Education Programme for Marriage Preparation
d. Family Planning and Birth Regulation - The Billings Ovulation Method of Natural Family Planning

IV. Family Life Education Methods: A Life Cycle Approach

V. The Fracturing Family - Intervention Processes: 
a) Addiction and Substance Abuse: Alcohol and Drugs, Separation and Divorce
b) Separation and Divorce
c) Stress Management

VI. Answering their cries and responding to abuse, neglect and violence in the Family: Children / Women / HIV-AIDS

VII. Education for a Culture of Peace:
Showcasing practical examples of how peace and a values based society creates solutions to the world's greatest problems.

VIII. Renewing and Remaking Societies:
Families: Agents and Beneficiaries of Sustainable Human Development - Empowering Families.

* The Workshops will be intensive training programmes in the respective disciplines, and will take place on all working days of the Congress.
For further Details and Registration: 
Kindly contact: Organiser - World Congress
Office Address:
C/o. SERFAC
Post Box No.18,
Tambaram West,
Chennai - 600 045, INDIA. C/o. SERFAC
No.140, Manimangalam Road,
Varadarajapuram,
Chennai - 600 048, INDIA.
Tel:  +91-44-22761328
Fax: +91-44-22760149
E-mail: serfac@md4.vsnl.net.in
Website: www.serfacasia.com

Last Date for Registration: November 10, 2005. 
2006 March 22 – 24

I. International Home Economics Congress Ankara, Turkey

"Sustainable Development and Qualiy of Life"

The main theme the congress is defined as “Sustainable Development and Quality of Life”.This theme is choose to look at sustainability as interdisciplinary and to consider how the sustainability of natural, human, social, economic and manufactured capital is located in home economics practice.

CONGRESS REGISTRATION CONTACT:
Address: Ankara University School of Home Economics Irfan BaDtuE St. Nu.9

   06130 Ayd?nl?kevler/ANKARA

Phone: 90 312 316 71 54

90 312 517 26 70 / 211 – 101- 207 – 119

Fax:
90 312 318 11 54

E-mail: eeyo@agri.ankara.edu.tr

eozmete@yahoo.com

hoglu@agri.ankara.edu.tr

18-19 May 2006

International Interdisciplinary Conference on Children's Rights - An Appraisal of the Children's Rights Convention: Theory meets practice
Ghent, Belgium
The conference aims at evaluating the achievements of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, and at exploring the challenges ahead in realising children's rights. It will in particular do so by creating an open forum where academics can meet and exchange views with other professionals, dealing with children's rights in a more practical way.

Further information: www.law.ugent.be/pub/iuap/c_welcome.html
2006 June 6 - 9
5th International Household & Family Research Conference 2006

"Human Perspectives on Sustainable Future"

Savonlinna, Finland 

Themes
The Conference focuses on visions and innovations for sustainable good life from a variety of academic disciplines under the following themes:

1. Home Economics and Family Sciences 

2. Textile and Craft Design 
3. Education 
4. Consumer Sciences 
Contact:

Coordinator: Ms Saija Salmi

Address:      University of Joensuu

       Savonlinna Institute for Regional Development and Research

       P.O. Box 126

       FIN-57101 Savonlinna

       Finland

Fax: 
      +358 15 511 7691

Email:  saija.salmi@joensuu.fi
7 – 10 June 2006
International Commission on Couple and Family Relations

ICCFR/CIRCF

53rd international conference

Lyon,  France,  7 – 10 June 2006
FAMILIES AND DEMOCRACY

Compatibilty, Incompatibility, Opportunity or Challenge?

The Conference is held in collaboration with the National Union of Family Associations UNAF, France, and the Institute of Family Sciences ISF of Lyon University.

As democracy spreads across the world it creates situations in which the thinking of authorities is challenged by the authority of others’ thinking and in which it is impossible once and for all to determine the meaning of words or the nature of institutions.

Democracy, with its emphasis on the value of the individual, the citizen, has had an impact on the nature of family life, on couple relationships, and on the interests of children. It is to be questioned whether the diversity that has resulted from efforts to accommodate families within democratic societies, and to democratize family life itself, is a sign of progress or of regression. Are democratic societies in the process of disintegration or regeneration?

Is family life compatible with democracy?

The search for responses to these questions calls for a combination of the ideas of theorists, the findings of researchers and the insights of those directly involved in fostering the well-being of couples and families. The 2006 ICCFR/CIRCF conference will make use of all those sources in an exploration of its theme – Families and Democracy.

Participation

Individuals and organisations involved in couple and family counselling and therapy, family organisations, research, social policy, family-related legislation and legal processes, relationship education, and the provision of welfare services are invited to participate in the conference.

Conference programme

· Seven keynote presentations by internationally recognised experts.

· Among the sub-topics to be addressed will be Human Rights issues, the perspectives of the political scientists, the uses made of sociological and demographic studies in the shaping of democratic policies and institutions,  and the lessons learned about democracy and families from front-line practitioners

· Ten workshops offering the chance to explore topics in more depth

· Four study group sessions developing international, multidisciplinary perspectives on conference topics and participants’ interests

· English and French will be the conference languages with simultaneous interpretation in the plenary sessions and facilitations in the workshops

· A mixture of cultural events and informal entertainment will make up the social programme

Further Information
ICCFR Secretariat: 4 Barnfield Wood Close, Beckenham Kent BR3 6SY, England

Phone/Fax +44 +208 +663+0445   

Email: secretariat@iccfr.org   

Website: www.iccfr.org
24-27 July 2006
International Conference on Children and Divorce
University of East Anglia, Norwich, UK 
The aim of the conference is to bring together researchers from a range of disciplines who all share a common interest in conceptualizing and understanding children's lives and children's wellbeing after divorce or separation. Confirmed key note speakers include Paul Amato, Judy Dunn, Bob Emery, Janet Johnston, Jen McIntosh, Carol Smart and Liz Trinder. The main topics will include: 

· developmental outcomes for children of divorce/separation 

· children's experience of divorce and separation 

· children's residential patterns and relationships after divorce (residence and contact/custody and visitation) 

· determinants of residence and contact 

· child support 

· family reformation/blended families and stepfamilies 

· children's involvement in family/legal decision-making 

· legal frameworks 

· interventions 

· methodological issues in researching children and divorce 

Call for papers: The deadline for submission of abstracts is 19th December 2005.

Further information: www.iccd2006.com/
30 July - 3 August 2006

Munich, Germany
IFSW 50 YEARS
IFSW World Conference 2006


A World out of Balance -
Working for a new Social Equilibrium
Quel équilibre social dans un monde inéquitable?
Trabajando por un nuevo equilibrio social en un mundo desigual


Seminar Secretariat: Deutscher Berufsverband für Sozialarbeit e.V.
                                             Landesgeschaeftsstelle Bayern
                                             Dahlientrasse 5, D-82216 Maisach, Germany
Tel:      (49) 81 41 52 50 01, Fax: (49) 81 41 52 45 88
E-mail: info@socialwork2006.de
Web:    http://www.socialwork2006.de
News from the United Nations
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 United Nations
Sixtieth session

Third Committee

Agenda item 62

Social development, including questions relating to the world social situation and to youth, ageing, disabled persons and the family
Jamaica: *draft resolution,



Follow-up to the tenth anniversary of the International Year
of the Family and beyond

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 44/82 of 8 December 1989, 50/142 of 21 December 1995, 52/81 of 12 December 1997, 54/124 of 17 December 1999, 56/113 of 19 December 2001, 57/164 of 18 December 2002, 58/15 of 3 December 2003, 59/147 of 20 December 2004 and 59/111 of 6 December 2004 concerning the proclamation of the International Year of the Family, the preparations for observance of and follow-up to the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family.

Noting that in paragraph 5 of its resolution 59/111 and paragraph 2 of its resolution 59/147, respectively, the General Assembly underlined the need to realize the objectives of the International Year of the Family and to develop concrete measures and approaches to address national priorities in dealing with family issues,

Cognizant that the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family in 2004 provided an impetus for integrating family concerns into the national development planning process,

[image: image6.png]INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON COUPLE AND FAMILY RELATIONS
COMMISSION INTERNATIONALE DES RELATIONS DU COUPLE ET DE LA FAMILLE



Aware that the basic objective of the follow-up to the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family is to support families in performing their societal and developmental functions and to build upon their strengths, in particular at the national and local levels,

Recognizing the need to assist families in their supporting, educating and nurturing roles in contributing to social integration,

Convinced of the necessity of ensuring an action-oriented follow-up to the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family beyond 2004,

Recognizing the important catalytic and supportive role of United Nations bodies, the specialized agencies and the regional commissions in promoting international cooperation by ensuring an action-oriented follow-up in the family field, 

Cognizant of the need for continued inter-agency cooperation on the family in order to generate greater awareness of family issues among the governing bodies of the United Nations system,

Recognizing that civil society, including research and academic institutions, have a pivotal role in advocacy, promotion, research, and policymaking in respect of family policy development,

 Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General on the follow-up to the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family and beyond,

1. Encourages Governments to continue to make every possible effort to realize the objectives of the International Year of the Family and to integrate a family perspective into policymaking;

2. Invites Governments to maintain the national coordination mechanisms established or revitalized during the observance of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family to coordinate policies, programmes and strategies in order to bring about positive transformations by integrating family issues into national development planning;

3. Recommends that Governments, in cooperation with concerned academic and research centres as well as relevant non-governmental organizations, encourage action-oriented research that addresses public policies with a family perspective, utilizing participatory methodologies and techniques to elaborate priority issues and needs of families;

4. Also recommends that the research activities of Governments be supplemented with research and publications on relevant topics conducted and supported by the United Nations programme on the family;

5. Encourages Governments to support the United Nations Trust Fund on the Family to enable the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat to provide expanded assistance to countries, upon their request;

6. Invites Member States, the specialized agencies and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to address family-related concerns within the framework of the commitments undertaken at relevant major United Nations conferences and in their follow-up processes;

7. Urges Member States to create a conducive environment for all families regardless of sex, age, status or disability, with particular attention to the rights of women and girls;

8.
Encourages continued and increased inter-agency cooperation within the United Nations system on family-related issues, and encourages the programmes, funds and the specialized agencies of the United Nations system to identify focal points on family matters within their offices;

9. Recommends that all relevant actors, including Governments, research and academic institutions and civil society, contribute to the development of strategies, policies and programmes aimed at strengthening the economic and sustainable livelihood of families;

10. Calls upon the Secretariat to continue its important role on family issues within the United Nations system, and in this regard encourages the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, to continue cooperation with Governments, the United Nations system and civil society in strengthening national capacities through the implementation of the mandated objectives of the International Year of the Family;

11. Calls upon Member States to undertake a review of the role and functions of existing national machineries for the family with respect to the integration of the family issue into national development, and in this regard invites the Department of Economic and Social Affairs to support national efforts, upon request; 

12. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its sixty-second session a report on the implementation of the present resolution;

2005 WORLD SUMMIT OUTCOME  


HIGH-LEVEL PLENARY MEETING

14–16 SEPTEMBER 2005
The world’s leaders, meeting at United Nations Headquarters in New York from 14 to 16 September, agreed to take action on a range of global challenges:
DEVELOPMENT

Strong and unambiguous commitment by all governments, in donor and developing nations alike, to achieve the Millennium Development Goals by 2015.

· Additional $50 billion a year by 2010 for fighting poverty.

· Commitment by all developing countries to adopt national plans for achieving the Millennium Development Goals by 2006.

· Agreement to provide immediate support for quick impact initiatives to support anti-malaria efforts, education, and healthcare.

· Commitment to innovative sources of financing for development, including efforts by groups of countries to implement an International Finance Facility and other initiatives to finance development projects, in particular in the health sector.

· Agreement to consider additional measures to ensure long-term debt sustainability through increased grantbased financing, cancellation of 100 per cent of the official multilateral and bilateral debt of heavily indebted poor countries (HIPCs). Where appropriate, to consider significant debt relief or restructuring for low and middle income developing countries with unsustainable debt burdens that are not part of the HIPC initiative.

· Commitment to trade liberalization and expeditious work towards implementing the development dimensions of the Doha work programme.

TERRORISM

· Clear and unqualified condemnation—by all governments, for the first time—of terrorism “in all its forms and manifestations, committed by whomever, wherever and for whatever purposes.”

· Strong political push for a comprehensive convention against terrorism within a year. Support for early entry into force of the Nuclear Terrorism Convention. All states are encouraged to join and implement it as well as the 12 other antiterrorism conventions.

· Agreement to fashion a strategy to fight terrorism in a way that makes the international community stronger and terrorists weaker.

PEACEBUILDING, PEACEKEEPING, AND PEACEMAKING

· Decision to create a Peacebuilding Commission to help countries transition from war to peace, backed by a support office and a standing fund.

· New standing police capacity for UN peacekeeping operations.

· Agreement to strengthen the Secretary-General’s capacity for mediation and good offices.

RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT

· Clear and unambiguous acceptance by all governments of the collective international responsibility to protect populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. Willingness to take timely and decisive collective action for this purpose, through the Security Council, when peaceful means prove inadequate and national authorities are manifestly failing to do it.

HUMAN RIGHTS, DEMOCRACY AND RULE OF LAW

· Decisive steps to strengthen the UN human rights machinery, backing the action plan and doubling the budget of the High Commissioner.

· Agreement to establish a UN Human Rights Council during the coming year.

· Reaffirmation of democracy as a universal value, and welcome for new Democracy Fund which has already received pledges of $32 million from 13 countries.

· Commitment to eliminate pervasive gender discrimination, such as inequalities in education and ownership of property, violence against women and girls and to end impunity for such violence.

· Ratification action taken during the Summit triggered the entry into force of the Convention Against Corruption.

MANAGEMENT REFORM

· Broad strengthening of the UN’s oversight capacity, including the Office of Internal Oversight Services, expanding oversight services to additional agencies, calling for developing an independent oversight advisory committee, and further developing a new ethics office.

· Update the UN by reviewing all mandates older than five years, so that obsolete ones can be dropped to make room for new priorities.

· Commitment to overhauling rules and policies on budget, finance and human resources so the Organization can better respond to current needs; and a one-time staff buy-out to ensure that the UN has the appropriate staff for today’s challenges.

ENVIRONMENT

· Recognition of the serious challenge posed by climate change and a commitment to take action through the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. Assistance will be  provided to those most vulnerable, like small island developing states.

· Agreement to create a worldwide early warning system for all natural hazards.

INTERNATIONAL HEALTH

· A scaling up of responses to HIV/AIDS, TB, and malaria, through prevention, care, treatment and support, and the mobilization of additional resources from national, bilateral, multilateral and private sources.

· Commitment to fight infectious diseases, including a commitment to ensure full implementation of the new International Health Regulations, and support for the Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network of the World Health Organization.

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE

· Improved Central Emergency Revolving Fund to ensure that relief arrives reliably and immediately when disasters happen.

· Recognition of the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement as an important international framework for the protection of internally displaced persons.

UPDATING THE UN CHARTER

A decision to revise and update the Charter by:

• Winding up the Trusteeship Council, marking completion of UN’s historic decolonisation role;

• Deleting anachronistic references to “enemy states” in the Charter.

The full text of the document is available on the Summit website: www.un.org/summit2005
ISSUED BY THE UNITED NATIONS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INFORMATION—SEPTEMBER 2005


13.
Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its sixty-second session the item entitled “Follow-up to the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family”.
Family related ngo news


http://www.iccfr.org/en/index.php
Terry Prendergast has agreed to serve as the Chair of ICCFR/CIRCF and has been active since early July 2005. His email address is [image: image2.png]


chair@iccfr.org 

Terry is currently Chief Executive of Marriage Care, a voluntary organisation supporting couples and families throughout England. Terry’s earlier professional activities include a senior management role in Relate, an involvement with the Church of England’s Children’s Society, acting as a Regional Social Work Manager in the north of England, and work as a psychiatric social worker qualified as a Group-Analytic psychotherapist. He has been married for 35 years and has two children and three grandchildren.

The members of The ICCFR/CIRCF Board are delighted that Terry is willing to take on the responsibilities of chairing the Commission and look forward to working with him to plan and implement future activities.

Derek Hill retired from his role of Chair at ICCFR’s international conference in Vienna, in June 2005. In a simple good-bye ceremony at the Palais Liechtenstein in Vienna, the Commission’s Board thanked Derek for his enormous contribution to ICCFR.

Derek attended his first ICCFR conference in 1992 on behalf of Relate, where he was Head of Counselling for many years. His active involvement began with the preparations for the 1998 ICCFR conference which Relate hosted in Oxford, England. Commission Members recall with fondness and admiration his memorable skills as Group Facilitator at the conferences, and it was almost with regret that the decision was made to exchange this benefit for the much greater one to the Commission when he accepted in the summer of 2001 the invitation to take on the role of ICCFR Chair. He applied to this role those same qualities of 

being able to pay personal attention to each member whilst always being mindful and inclusive of the Commission’s needs as a whole.

During his time in office, and thanks to his initiative, the Commission made rapid progress in developing a professionally structured approach to its work and its conferences. Derek introduced a number of innovations for ICCFR which helped it to become more relevant and 

contemporary. One of his first steps in office was to write the ICCFR Mission Statement, which helped shape the identity and clarified the purpose of the organisation. He ensured that its conference proceedings were published each year and disseminated worldwide. Striving ever towards greater accessibility for the 

international community to the Commission’s work he was instrumental in taking the next ambitious step of setting up the ICCFR Website – both the design and its contents are his work to date.

ICCFR would like to acknowledge with gratitude how much it owes to Derek – to his vision, his dedication and his initiative. We wish him and Jill well in their retirement!

Projects of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Family are supported by:
· Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Bäuerinnen in Niederösterreich

· Austrian Federal Government 

· Bank Austria

· Berndorf Gruppe

· Creditanstalt Bankverein

· E.F.T. Transportagentur GmbH

· European Commission

· Government of Germany

· Government of Liechtenstein

· Government of Luxembourg

· Government of Spain, Catalonia and the Balearic Islands

· INGOs

· Niederösterreichische Landesregierung

· Niederösterreichische Versicherungs AG

· OMV

· Rotary International

· Shell Austria AG

· Schoeller-Bleckmann Oilfield Equipment AG

· Siemens

· United Nations Trust Fund on Family Activities
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